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Israel to add 2,500 settlement 
units in Golan 

■ OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — The Israeli gov- 
'■ emment approved Wednesday plans to buUd an addi- 
" - tional 2,500 settlement units on the occupied Golan 
Heights, Israel radio reported. An interministerial * 
... . commirtee headed by Infrastructure Minister Ariel 
Sharon approved the settlement building, as well as 
construction of 2,500 additional units for tourists on 
the disputed plateau, it said. The construction plan 
will significantly add to the 13,000-strong Jewish 
population of the Golan Heights, which Israel cap- 
tured from Syria in the 1967 war. Syria has made an 
Israeli withdrawal from the Golan Heights its central 
- condition for reaching a peace agreement with the 
Jewish state. 



PNA arrests Islamic Jihad leader 

GAZA CITY (AFP> — * Palestinian police have arrest- 
ed Abdullah Shami. the senior leader in the Gaza Strip 
of the Islamic. Jihad movement, for criticising Yasser 
Arafat the group said oo Wednesday. Shami was 
arrested Monday at his Gaza City house after an arti- 
cle he wrote criticising a recent cabinet reshuffle by 
Arafat was published in the Islamic Jihad weekly 
Istiqlal, the group said. In the much criticised reshuf- 
fle, Arafat added 10 ministers to his cabinet while fail- 
ing to sack several senior officials accused of corrup- 
tion by an official Palestinian National Authority 
audit issued a year ago. 
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Majali resigns 

King names Tarawneh premier 
and Anani chief of Royal Court 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Wednesday entrusted 
fayez Tarawneh, the chief of the 
Royal Court, to form a new govern- 
ment after the resignation of Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am Majali. 

Informed sources told die Jordan 
Times that Tarawneh will travel to 
the ,U.S. on Friday to consult with 
the King on the formation of his 
Cabinet The sources also said out- 
going Deputy Prime Minister Jawad 
Anani will replace Tarawneh as 
chief of the Royal Court 

King Hussein is at die Mayo Clin- 
ic in Rochester, Minnesota undergo- 
ing chemotherapy. 

Tarawneh, 49, graduated from the 
University of Jordan in 1971, then 
obtained a masters and doctorate in 
economics from the University of 
Southern California. 

He served as assistant chief of 
Royal Protocol between 1971 and 
1980, then was appointed economic 
adviser at the Prime Ministry until 
1988. 

In January 1988 Tarawneh was 
appointed minister of state for prime 
ministry affairs and in December 
that year as minis ter of supply — 
both appointments were in the Cab- 
inets of then Prime Minister Zeid 
RifaL:., 

After leaving the government in 
19S9, Tarawneh served as chairman 
pf the board of the Arab Contractors 
Company, Ltd. and as a member of 
the board of directors of the Indus- 
trial Commercial and Agricultural 
Company. 

In 1991 Tarawneh was named as a 
member of the Kingdom's delega- 



Fayez Tarawneh 

tion to the peace talks with Israel. 

While serving as bead of Jordan's 
team to the steering committee of 
the multilateral negotiations of the 
peace process, he was appointed 
ambassador to the United States. 

He served in Washington from 
December 1992 until his appoint- 
ment as foreign minister on March 
IS, 1997, when Abdul Salam Majali 
was entrusted with forming a new 
government following the resigna- 
tion of Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti. 

Id the Feb. 18, 1998 reshuffle of 
Premier Majaii's cabinet, Tarawneh 
was appointed Royal Court chief, 
replacing Awn Khasawneh. 

Majali had been charged with a 
mandate from the King to oversee 
the 1997 elections, continuing eco- 
nomic reforms, including privatisa- 
tion and related laws, and improving 



Jawad Anani 

relations with Arab states. 

But from the be ginnin g of his 
mandate. Majali faced problems. 
The passage of a temporary press 
law in May 1997 put his govern- 
ment under criticism from the oppo- 
sition and the press and contributed 
to the opposition's decision later that 
year to boycott the general elections. 

The introduction in May this year 
of a highly controversial press and 
publications law compounded the 
existing troubles of the Majali gov- 
ernment. 

The proposed Jaw, which Monday 
was passed by the Upper House of 
Parliament, has drawn criticism 
from international press freedom 
groups and at home bas sparked crit- 
icism from journalists, political 
activists and former ministers. 

This summer problems mounted 
starting with the discrepancy in the 



Abdul Salam Majali 

government's economic growth 
rates which when revealed reflected 
a fall in average Living standards of 
Jordanians. 

The now six-week old water crisis 
which led to the resignation of 
Water Minister Munther Haddadin 
has yet to be resolved, while resi- 
dents of Amman and civic groups 
begin to consider legal action 
against officials involved in the 
problem. 

King Hussein, earlier this month, 
intervened by asking- the govern- 
ment to investigate the causes that 
led to the water contamination. 

On Wednesday, the committee 
assigned to the investigation pre- 
sented a 100-page report to the 
prime minister. 

The announcement of Tarawneh's 
appointment was made several 
hours later. 


Panel probing water crisis hands 
prime minister 100-page report 

House committee to send pollution file to prosecutor 


By Ahmad Khatib 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A committee investi- 
gating the six-week-old water cont- 
amination crisis on Wednesday 
handed its 100-page report to Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali. 

“The government will take action 
against any party found guilty of 
negligence, even if it is a minister 
or the prime minis ter.” Majali told 
the press. 

Eid LawzL, the Secretary General 
of the Ministry of Justice and head 
of the six-man committee formed 
on Aug. 4, declined to comment on 
the findings of the committee. 

“The issue is now in the hands of 
the prime minister,” he told the Jor- 
dan limes. 

Other officials said the. govern- 


ment was expected to make an 
announcement after Majali presents 
the report to His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. the Regent. 

His Majesty King Hussein and 
Prince Hassan have said that those 
found guilty of negligence should 
be held accountable. 

The Regent ordered the govern- 
ment to form an independent com- 
mittee following popular concern 
over the quality of domestic water 
supplies. 

Many deputies charged that when 
the committee was formed that it 
lacked neutrality and translated into 
the government investigating itself. 

The crisis came to a head on Aug 
9 with the resignation of- Water 
Minister Munther Haddadin who 
was immediately replaced by Ener- 
gy Minister Mohammad Saleh 


Hourani. 

Haddadin enraged many people 
by responding to the water problem 
with a series of contradictory state- 
ments — initially blaming it on 
unusual levels of algae and then on 
operational and human errors at the 
Zai Water Treatment Plant (ZWP). 

A number of reports by foreign 
consultants that were leaked to the 
press claiming high concentration 
of algae and feacal coliforms in 
water sources increased popular 
worry. 

Meanwhile, the Lower House of 
Parliament Committee on Water 
and Agriculture said it was plan- 
ning to send the “water pollution 
file” to the prosecutor general for 
action. 

“The committee has found out 
that some governmental parties are 


seriously responsible for the water 
problem,” said the committee's 
chairman, Salameh Hiari. 

■‘Therefore, the case must be for- 
warded to the prosecutor general 
who should look into it.” he told the 
Jordan Times on Wednesday. 

He said the government had not 
briefed the committee on the results 
of the investigation. 

The House Committee, which 
launched its own probe into the 
water pollution problem, has asked 
colleagues to press the government 
for explanations. 

It also blamed the foul-smelling 
and murky tap water supplies on 
extra quantities of algae found in 
water coming from two main 
.sources of supply — Lake Tiberias 
and the Yarmouk River. 


Toukan, statesman, 88 


King condoles Toukan family 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Baha Uddin 
Toukan, father of the late Queen 
Alia, died early Wednesday at the 
age of 88. 

Toukan was bom in Salt in 
1910. 

As one of the first Jordanian 
graduates of the American Uni- 
versity of Beirut, he obtained his 
BA in political science in 1932. 

At the age of 22 he began his 
first career in public service, 
becoming .personal secretary to 
King Abdullah; later he became 
governor of the Balqa region. 

During World War 0 Toukan 
worked as head of the Arabic 
Service at the British Broadcast- 
ing Corporation (BBC) in Lon- 
don. 

.He started his diplomatic career 
in 1946 when he was appointed 
as Jordan’s consul in Jerusalem. 

- Toukan, who first became 
ambassador to Egypt in 1948, 
also served as ambassador to 
Turkey, Lebanon and the U.K. 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein sent a cable to Ala’ 
Uddin Toukan condoling him 
over the death of his father Baba 


Between his tours of duty in 
Turkey and Lebanon, he was 
appointed secretary general of 
the Ministry of Foreign .Affairs 
(1953-1955). 

In 1958 he became Jordan’s 
representative to the United 
Nations, a post he was reappoint- 
ed to in 1 970. 

In 1965 he was named Arab 
League ambassador to Rome. 

Toukan became minister to the 
Royal Court in 1974. He also 
served in the 1985 Senate. 

Author of two books, “The His- 
tory of Trans- Jordan” and 
‘Tribes and Families of Trans- 
jordan,” Toukan was also the 
recipient of several awards 


Uddin Toukan on Wednesday. 

In his cable. King Hussein paid 
tribute to Toukan's dedicated 
efforts in serving the nation. 


Tunisian Medal of Distinguished 
Order, and the Lebanese Cedar 
Medal of the Rank of Senior 
Officer. 

A statement issued by the 
Royal Court Wednesday 
mourned the passing of Toukan, 
saying he dedicated his life to 
serving the nation and the King. 

“The Royal Court offers its 
deepest sympathies over the 
passing of His Excellency Baha 
Uddin Toukan. father of the late 
Queen Alia, former minister of 
the Royal Court... and one of the 
first loyal and dedicated men to 
have contributed to the develop- 


including the Independence 
Medal of the First Order, the 



ment of modem Jordan. 


According to the statement. 
Toukan will be laid to rest in the 
Royal Cemetery today (Thurs- 
day) after noon prayers at the 
Royal Guards Mosque. 

Toukan is survived by his wife 
Hanan and two sons, Ala' Toukan 
and Abdullah Toukan. 



HIS ROYAL Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, Visits Wednesday the Royal 
Air Force Headquarters, where he was received by Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff Field Marshal Abdul Hafez Mirai Kaabneh and His Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah, commander of special operations and senior aimed forces staff. The 
Regent was briefed on air force's duties and activities, as well as its training and 
administrative issues. Prince Hassan conveyed His Majesty King Hussein's greetings 
to the air force's cadres and assured them of the King's good health. 


At Handicapped Championships 

Jordan’s Barghuthi 
breaks world record 


By Munther Murjan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

.AMMAN — Jordan's Maha 
Barghuthi Wednesday set a 
new world record in the 100- 
metre wheelchair race at the 
World Handicapped Athletics 
Championship currently 
underway in Birmingham. 
England. 

According to an official at 
the Jordan Sports Federation 
for the Handicapped (JSFH), 
Baighuthi's time of 27.-07.S2 
broke an earlier record set at 
the 1992 Barcelona para- 
lympics by an American ath- 
lete with a time of 27:08.89. 

Jasser EnwayraL head of 
sports activities at the JSFH 


said it was tire second time 
Jordan took pan in the cham- 
pionship. The first was held in 
Berlin in 1994. 

Around 62 countries took 
part in this championship. Jor- 
dan competed with six ath- 
letes in short distance races of 
100m. 200m and 400m. Oth- 
ers events were track, discus, 
javelin and the shot put 

Enwayrat told the Jordan 
Times dial “competition this 
time was distinguished for the 
fact that athletes of different 
handicaps were allowed to 
compete against one another, 
making the competition 
tougher.” 

Meanwhile, eight other 
handicapped table tennis play- 


ers left for England Thursday 
to participate in the Stoke 
Mandeville Games. 

The players will take pan in 
both singles and doubles 
matches of the table tennis 
competition at the games that 
started in 19S2. 

Enwayrat said he expected 
the' games to be “highly com- 
petitive” with almost 60 coun- 
tries participating. 

“We have been training 
extensively for the past four 
months. 1 hope our athletes 
will do well. It is difficult to 
predict the outcome until the 
games get underway.” he con- 
cluded. 


‘Four killed, dozens injured 


at Israeli 

TEL AVTV (.AFP) — Four 
people have been killed and 
25 injured in a series of unre- 
ported accidents at a top secret 
laboratory near Tel Aviv that 
reportedly houses Israel's bio- 
logical and chemical weapons 
programmes, the Maariv 
newspaper reported Wednes- 
day. 

in one of the incidents at the 
Biological institute in Nes 
Ziona, security forces were on 
tire verge of evacuating die 
town's '25.000 residents but 
refrained after the centre's sci- 
entists said the danger had 
passed, the Maariv said. 

The newspaper, citing a 
report to be published Thurs- 
day in the London-based 
newsletter Foreign Report, 
said four dual accidents had 
occurred at the institute “in 
recent years” without provid- 
ing dates. 

The activities of the Nes 
Ziona laboratory are top secret 


Third appointee 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 

(R) — Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat suffered 
another political blow over 
a heavily criticised cabinet 
reshuffle on Wednesday 
when a prominent lawmak- 
er said he had turned down 
a post in the new govern- 
ment. 

"1 apologised to the presi- 
dent for not accepting the 
ministerial post due to my 
work at die Legislative 
Council." Salah Tamari 
said ar a council meeting on 
Tuesday. ' That is why I 


biological 

and covered by Israel's mili- 
tary censorship regulations, 
although foreign press reports 
say the institute is the centre 
for Israel's chemical and bio- 
logical weapons programme. 

A former deputy director of 
Nes Ziona, Marcus Kling- 
berg, was jailed for 20 years in 
1982 on charges of spying for 
the then-Soviet Union. 

Authorities have refused 
repeated requests to free 
Klingberg. now 80 and seri- 
ously ill, arguing that he still 
possessed potentially damag- 
ing information about the 
work of the institute which 
should not be made public. 

The Foreign Report story 
coincides with a public cam- 
paign in Nes Ziona to halt 
reported plans to expand the 
biological laboratory by sev- 
eral hectares. 

The newsletter said the Nes 
Ziona complex includes so- 
called P3 laboratories dealing 


spurns post in 

didn’t take the oath with the 
new ? cabinet" 

Tamari, a member of 
Arafat's Fateh faction who 
was elected as an indepen- 
dent, was named a minister 
of stare in the cabinet 
reshuffle earlier this month. 

He was the third Palestin- 
ian politician to turn down 
.Arafat's offer of a govern- 
ment post. 

Many lawmakers have 
slammed Arafat for keeping 
in his new cabinet ministers 
they had wanted sacked for 
alleged corruption and mis- 


arms lab 9 

in highly lethal poisons. 

Israel regularly warns of the 
dangers posed by the develop- 
ment of chemical and biologi- 
cal weapons in Syria. Iraq and 
Iran, but has never acknowl- 
edged running similar pro- 
grammes. 

Last year two Israeli secret 
agents were arrested in Jordan 
after using a sophisticated poi- 
son in a botched attempt to kill 
a senior member of die Pales- 
tinian Islamic movement 
Hamas. 

The two spies were released 
only after Israel provided an 
antidote to save the life of the 
Hamas leader. Khaled 
Misha aU according to Jor- 
danian officials. 

Israel says the Nes Ziona 
institute provides unspecified 
services to the defence min- 
istry, chemicals For agriculture 
and assistance for research 
projects carried out by Israeli 
firms. 


Arafat’s cabinet 

management. But the Leg- 
islative Council, which is 
dominated by Fateh, voted 
to accept it. 

Hanan Ashrawi. one of 
the most prominent Pales- 
tinians on (he world stage, 
and minister of state Abdul 
Jawad Saleh resigned from 
the cabinet earlier this 
month. 

Their departure was a 
blow for Arafat, who has 
suffered from a popular 
perception that his govern- 
ment is corrupt and ineffi- 
cient. 
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Israeli forces destroy 
nine Palestinian homes 


HEBRON (AFP) — Israeli 
security forces demolished a 
three bedroom house and 
eight shacks near Hebron 
Wednesday, putting more 
than 60 Palestinians out of 
their homes, witnesses said. 

On the outskirts of 
Hebron, an army bulldozer 
accompanied by soldiers 
demolished the house of 38- 
year-old Ata Jabir. a father of 
hve. on the grounds that the 
building was unlicensed, the 
witnesses said. 

In the nearby village of 


Asamua. troops tore down 
eight huts belonging to local 
shepherds and their families. 
The huts were home to about 
60 people, the witnesses 
said. 

On Monday, the Israeli 
authorities demolished a 
Palestinian house in Qatunah 
near occupied Jerusalem. 
Palestinians say Israeli 
authorities rarely gram them 
permission to build or 
expand houses even when 
they have title to land. Forc- 
ing them to build illegally. 


According to figures com- 
plied by a Palestinian rights 
group which tracks housing 
demolitions. Israel has 
destroyed more than 660 
Palestinian homes since the 
first peace accord was 
sisned between Israel and 
the PLO in 1993. 

More than 100 have been 
razed since the start of the 
year. 

The group says Israel has 
issued demolition orders for 
some 2.000 other buildings 
in the territories. 


Palestinians accuse Israelis of 
failing to meet commitments 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The Palestinian 
Water Authority (PWA) hit 
back on Wednesday at Israeli 
accusations that waste and 
theft are the root cause of the 
serious water shortage current- 
ly afflicting the Palestinian ter- 
ritories. 

"The situation is dangerous 
and about to explode." said 
F;tdil Qawash. deputy chair- 
man of the PWA. in a state- 
ment. "Israel has only supplied 
an additional 7 million cubic 
metres (245 cubic feet) of 
w ater per annum of the 80 mil- 
lion to which it is committed." 
he said. 

"The south of the West Bank 
which is .suffering a dire water 
shortage needs three times the 
current level of supply to meet 
minimum demand.” he added. 


Hard-line infrastructure min- 
ister Ariel Sharon said on Tues- 
day that Israel was fulfilling its 
side of the water agreements 
contained in the interim agree- 
ment on limited Palestinian 
autonomy sisned in September 
1995. 

Sharon said that the water 
shortage was due to waste and 
theft and accused the Palestini- 
ans of using the issue as a tac- 
tic to hold" up peace negotia- 
tions. 

“These comments (bv 
Sharon) cum upside down the 
facts by creating a private inter- 
pretation of his private and 
mistaken understanding of the 
clauses governing water in the 
Oslo accords.” said Qawash. 

Left-wing Israeli deputy 
Anal Maor has described 
Sharon's numbers as “lies.” 


The Israeli authorities say 
that the Palestinians have not 
built the mains network neces- 
sary to deliver water to homes 
and that they have drilled the 
wells required of them under 
the interim accords. 

The Palestinians counter that 
Israel remains in control of all 
the main aquifer* in the occu- 
pied territories and that they are 
not allowed to drill fresh wells 
necessary to meet the shortfall. 

‘The water authority had 
asked permission to drill 40 
wells but had only received 
permission for six — two of 
which had been drilled and 
work on four others is ongo- 
ing." Qawash said adding that 
the PWA had asked'for imme- 
diate permission to dig 15 new 
wells. 


A home and a car burn Wednesday In the village of Jarjou’ in southern Lebanon after Israeli warplanes raided tar- 
gets. Israel reacted after an Israeli soldier was reported killed and three others wounded in the Israeli-occupied 
zone in south Lebanon, the army said (AFP photo) 


Israeli soldier killed in Hizbollah attack 


TYRE (AFP) — An laaeli 
soldier was killed and three 
others injured in a guerrilla 
attack on Wednesday in the 
Israeli-occupied zone in south 
Lebanon, security services 
here said. 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement. Hizbollah. said it 
exploded a powerful bomb in 
the path of an Israeli army 
patrol near Sojud. in the central 
sector of the occupied zone. 


“Close fighting with auto- 
matic weapons and RPG rock- 
ets then erupted between our 
fighters and the enemy sol- 
diers." the fiindamentalist 
group said in a statement. 

Israeli warplanes later raided 
targets in Lebanon, the Israeli 
army said, without making any 
immediate reference to casual- 
ties. 

"Israeli warplanes struck ter- 
rorist targets in Lebanon and 


returned safely to base," the 
army said in a statement. 

Two Lsaeli helicopters' were 
seen landing twice on the site 
to evacuate casualties. It was 
not clear if the casualties 
occurred in the bomb blast or 
the subsequent clashes. 

The attack was also followed 
by intense Israeli shelling of 
the Iqlim At Toufiah heights, a 
Hizbollah stronghold in south 
Lebanon. Lebanese police 


said, without specifying if there 
were any casualties. 

The shelling also triggered 
several fires, police said. 

Since the start of the year. 10 
Israeli soldiers have been killed 
and another 7S wounded in 
attacks in south Lebanon, 
mostly by the Shiite Muslim 
Hizbollah which spearheads 
the campaign to oust Israeli 
forces from the occupied zone. 


Mideast press takes on Clinton sex scandal 


‘Clinton, the depraved 
womaniser’ — Iraqi paper 


Egypt says Clinton’s affairs 
hurt U.S. international role 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — U.S. President Bill Clinton was branded 
a •‘depraved womaniser" by Iraq's official press Wednesday after 
he admitted an improper relationship with former White House 
intern Monica Lewinsky. “It is clear that the president of the 
world's only superpower is a womaniser and a depraved man 
who did not respect his position,' - said Babel, owned by Iraqi 
President Saddam Husseins son Uday. "The question today is: 
can a depraved liar who cheated his people and his own family 
continue to act as president?' the newspaper asked “How will 
Clinton direct U.S. foreign policy after tills scandal? Will he make 
new concessions to Tel Aviv and the Zionist lobby? Will he be 
even more aggressive towards Iraq to please the Republicans in 
Congress, in the hope that it will stop their efforts to get rid of 
him?” Babel said “Whatever happens there will be changes to 
U.S. foreign policy... the Arabs must hold a summit to face up to 
these changes." it said 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt’s press branded U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton a liar on Wednesday, saying his sexual misdeeds have hurt his 
country's standing and’effectiveness in international affairs. ‘The 
motives matter Little. What counts is that Ointon is a liar who will 
go down in history as the second U.S. president after [Richard) 
Nixon to have to resign." the government newspaper AJ Ahram 
said in an editorial. But another A1 Ahram columnist predicted 
that Ointon will hang on to his job but will be “much weakened" 
“The Lewinsky affair is disgusting." opined another government 
daily. A1 Akhbar. "Clinton s sexual setbacks have had negative 
repercussions on the political role of the United Stales, the world 
superpower, in international affairs because he is taken up with 
defending himself against accusations that he bed” the paper 
said A third government newspaper. A1 Gomhuriva. gave front- 
page coverage to “the Clinton harem,*’ criticising the president's 
“women who neither bear children dot keep their mouths shut." 


Tehran Times defends Clinton over misconduct 


TEHRAN (.AFP) — An Iranian newspa- 
per ran by the conservative clergy on 
Wednesday defended the embanled’UJS. 
President Bill Ointon who is being probed 
over a sexual relationship with a young 
former White House iraem. 

The semi-official Tehran Times 
described the seven-month probe into 


Clinton's sexual misconduct as a “melo- 
drama written by Zionists." 

"Clinton's only crime is io pur pressure 
on (he Zionist regime (Israeli io honour its 
commitments" on peace with Palestinians, 
the English-language newspaper said 
While sparing Clinton and his Democ- 
rats. the paper attacked l T .S. Republicans 


for “sacrificing their national interests to 
those of the Israelis." 

“Unlike the Democrats, (he Republicans 
have a long history of providing all-out 
support to the usurping regime of Israel." 
said the paper, which is run by the Mamie 
Propagation Orcanisaiion. an institution 
.set up after the 1 979 Islamic rev olurinn. 


Algerian, Moroccan PMs 


meet secretly — report 


ALGIJERS (AF?.).^-Alecr-,, 
ian Prime Minister Ahmad 
Ouyuhia and hte Moroccan 
counterpart Abdul Rahman 
Youssoufi have held a 
secret meeting in an 
attempt to improve rela- 
tions between the two 
countries, the A1 Wataq 
newspaper said Wednes- 
day. 

The meeting in the Alger- 
ian city of Oran aimed to 
examine ways of “relum- 
ing to normal relations 
her ween the two coun- 
tries." a "trustworthy" 
source told the newspaper. 

A1 Watan reported that 
Ouyahiu flew into Oran air- 
port Tuesday and the meet- 
ing ten >k place at a slate res- 
idence al Bousfcr, a coastal 
resort nearby. 

In recent weeks, the two 
countries have made vari- 
ous comments on the state 


Aiperian-pfeskenPte-aMresS' 
nation; explosion injures two 


ALGIERS (AF) — Two people were injured Wednesday after a 
bomb exploded ata market outside Algiers, hours before tire pres- 
ident was to address the nation in a tare televised speech. The 
explosion rocked the marketplace at Bir Mandreis on the south- 
ern outskirts of (he capital, authorities said in a statement. The vic- 
tims were hospitalised, but their lives were not in danger. Nobody 
claimed responsibility for the attack, but markets frequently have 
been targeted by Islamists waging a six-year iasutgency against 
Algeria's military-backed government Algerian President 
Liamine Zeroual was scheduled to address the nation in a tele- 
vised speech — his first since January 1997 — at 1700 GMT on 
Wednesday. There was no immediate indication what Zeroual 
would say in his message. 


of relations between them. 

In a press interview Yous- 
soufi said he hoped com- 
mon borders would be 
reopened and visa require- 
ments which the two coun- 
tries impose on each 
other's citizens would be 
abolished. 


Algerian Foreign Minis- 
ter Ahmad Attaf replied in 
an interview with Algerian 
newspaper Al Khabar that 
Algiers wanted to discuss 
all the problems between 
the two countries and not 
only the question of bor- 
ders and visas. 


NEWS IN 

BRIEF 


Palestinian 
abducted by 
undercover unit 


DURA (AFP) — An under- 
cover Israeli army unit 
abducted a Palestinian 
teacher early Wednesday in 
Dura, a village near Hebron, 
Palestinian sources said. 
Jamal Halil Naji Arar. 27. 
who taught in Dura, was 
grabbed by four armed 
plainclothes agents as be 
walked from his home to the 
local school, the sources 
said. Accordin g to witnesses, 
the men forced Amr into an 
unmarked car and took him 
towards a nearby Israeli 
army base. An army spokes- 
woman was unable to com- 
ment immediately on the 
report. 


Driver rams police 
roadblock near 
Netanyahus’ hotel 


TIBERIAS (AFP) — A dri- 
ver rammed his car Wednes- 
day into a police barrier out- 
side a hotel in Tiberias where 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu was vacationing 
in what police called a crim- 
inal act. Three policemen 
were slightly injured when 
the car hit the barrier shortly 
before Netanyahu, his wife 
Sarah and their two boys 
were due to leave the hotel in 
this resort on the Sea of 
Galilee, police said. The car 
fled the scene and was found 
later in the city centre. Israel 
Army Radio said a suspect 
had been arrested and was 
being questioned The iden- 
tity of (he suspect was not 
given and police did not say 
tf they believed the incident 
was an attempted attack on 
Netanyahu. A police state- 
ment simply described ,the 
incident as "criminal.'’ 


Yemen floods Kill 5 


SANAA (AP) — Flash 
floods have killed five peo- 
ple and injured seven in 
northern and southern 
Yemen, a government offi- 
cial said Wednesday. Three 
people were killed Tuesday 
in^a valley in the southern 
province of Abysm, one was 
reported missing and two 
others were seriously 
injured, the official said 
speaking under customary 
condition of anonymity. Two 
people were killed and five 
c<(hers seriously injured in 
(he northern Sada province 
Tuesday after a four-storey 
building they were slaying in 
was destroyed by floods. 
Last week. IS people w'ere 
killed in floods in different 
pans of Yemen. 
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Home News 

Opposition urges government to 
scrap proposed hikes in medical fees 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, August 20-21, 1998 


Jordanian waters unaffected 
by Eilat sewage spill 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The opposi- 
tion on Wednesday urged 
the government to abandon 
recently announced plans to 
increase fees for medical 
treatment at public hospi- 
tals. 

Despite official state- 
ments that the proposed 
bike will not affect the 
needy, Jordan’s 13 opposi- 
tion parties, from Islamists 
to leftists and nationalists, 
maintain ed that the plan 
will have far-reaching 
effects on Jordanians' living 
standards and contribute to 
poverty and unemployment. 

In a statement faxed to the 
Jordan Times yesterday, the 
opposition parties argued 
that the plan comes amid 
increasing economic hard- 
ships due to a stagnant 


Majali opens 
three health 
clinics 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
'Wednesday inaugurated three 
health clinics at the Third Cir- 
cle in Jabal A mman and in die 
Sbmedsani district 

One of die two in Shmeisani 
will neat patients referred by 
die Royal Coutt and the Prime 
Ministry and has a special 
office to deal with patients 
from other Arab countries. 

These comprehensive cen- 
tres wfll deal with a wide range 
of cases, from paediatrics to 
heart conditions, according to 
Health Minister Asbraf Kurdi. 
who attended the opening cer- 
emony. 

Kindi added that die three 
centres will ease pressure on A1 
Bashir Hospital, which he said 
cunendy deals with- 5,000 
patients per day antiis experi- 
encing a strain on its dimes, 
laboratories. X-ray units and 
other facilities. 

The centres, previously 
premises for other government 
depatraents, were renovated 
id serve as comprehensive and 
modem health centres and will 
be linked to the Health Mm- 
isny and A1 Bashir Hospital, 
die minister sakL 

Denying dial these centres 
would benefit oaly senior offi- 
cials, Kurdi said the Health 
Ministry plans id establish sim- 
ilar centres in other parts of the 
country. 

Also Wednesday, Kurdi 
announced that the Health 
Ministry plans to extend the 
working hours of surgeons at 
government hospitals, espe- 
cially A1 Bashir, by introducing 
a three-shift system to relieve 
pressure on operation theatres 
during day time working hours. 


what ' s 


Health Minister Ashraf 
Kurdi announced last 
month that his ministry was 
studying the possibility of 
raising public hospitals' 
fees. 

In a statement carried by 
the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, the minister cited 
budget constraints, increas- 
ing demand, rising treat- 
ment costs and growing 
population as the main con- 
cerns that the proposed plan 
would address. 

Kurdi also stressed that 
the increase in treatment 
fees would affect only those 
who can afford it. 

But in a separate state- 
ment also issued yesterday, 
the Jordan Communist 
Party (JCP) contended that 
those who could afford 
hikes in treatment fees 
already go to private clinics 
rather than public hospitals. 

“The study, suggesting an 


A1 Hussein Foundation (NHF) 
signed an agreement with die 
United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organi- 
sation (UNESCO) this week to 
implement a joint microcredit 
programme in 20 villages to be 
known as the NHF/UNESCO 
Mkrocredit Programme for 
Children in Neal, an NHF 
press release said Wednesday. 

The joint endeavour is 
designed to strengthen and 
expand the NHFs loan pro- 
gramme bene&mg needy fem- 
flies and their children which is 
already in place under die qual- 
ity of life project and which is 
reported to have registered the 
highest repayment rates in Jor- 
dan. according to the state- 
ment 

Sima Bahous, NHF execu- 
tive director, said' “In its efforts 


increase in fees between 25- 
50 per cent above the [cur- 
rent] prices, will place a 
heavy burden on people, 
residents of the Badia, as 
well as rural and urban 
areas,” the JCP said 

‘'Such a move, in line with 
government economic poli- 
cies, will lead to skyrocket- 
ing prices of services and 
goods without any improve- 
ment in quality or increase 
in citizens’ income. 

“We are urging [the gov- 
ernment] not to take such a 
step and we call on Parlia- 
ment and all forces of soci- 
ety to move quickly ag ains t 
this and similar measures, 
especially in [the fields of] 
health and education, which 
will only lead to a decrease 
in individuals' productivi- 
ty.” 

In his statement in mid- 
July, Kurdi said the rev- 
enues collected through the 


to keep abreast with new devel- 
opment thinking and method- 
doges, the NHF is taking a 
leading role in promoting 
micro and small lending” 

“With its long experience in 
community development and 
loan programmes which goes 
back to 1989, the NHF has the 
capacity, expertise and net- 
works needed to implement 
successful and model micro- 
finance programmes,” she 
added 

Under die agreement, the 
existing credit funds wHl be 
increased with loan capital that 
will benefii an additional 700 
families, thus reaching 4.000 
children in need 

Bahous noted that in imple- 
menting micro-credit pro- 
grammes, the NHF is testing 
different methodologies in its 
attempt to determine the best 


projected increase in fees 
will help the ministry 
finance the training of med- 
ical personnel and develop 
medical services in both 
quality and quantity. 

According to the Ministry 
of Health, JD85 million are 
spent annually on the treat- 
ment of Jordanians, of 
which JD38 million go to 
citizens not categorised as 
“needy." 

The ministry also said the 
cost of treatment for the 
military and their families 
reaches JD20 million annu- 
ally, of which only JD1 mil- 
lion is collected 

Earlier this year, the min- 
istry increased fees for 
treating government 
employees by three per 
cent. This increase was 
expected to generate an 
estimated JD4 million in 
additional revenues annual- 
ly- 


practices for Jordan. She added 
that the NHF will continue to 
provide modalities that demon- 
strate how non-governmental 
organisations in Jordan can 
play a major role in supporting 
the government’s endeavours 
to ctrt poverty and unemploy- 
ment and in hdping to success- 
fully implement die Social Pro- 
ductivity Programme. 

The NHF is also getting 
ready to play a role in the 
USAD>ftmded Microfinance 
Programme, according to the 
staterieoL 

The NHF began implement- 
ing credit programmes in 1989 
with the quality of Ufa project, 
an integrated community 
development initiative estab- 
lished in cooperation with the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) and the Ministry of 
Health. 


By Amy Henderson 
Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — An Aqaba 
Region Authority (ARA) offi- 
cial yesterday said Jordanian 
waters have been unaffected 
by a sewage main bleak in 
Eilat that sent thousands of 
cubic metres of raw sewage 
flowing into the Gulf of Aqaba 
last Satur day. 

Akef Abu Thyeh, ARA 
deputy president, told the Jor- 
dan Times yesterday that a 
series of tests carried out by 
the ARA, the Royal Scientific 
Society and independent envi- 
ronmental specialists since 
August 17 have not shown 
“any noticeable pollution in 
our waters.” 

“We have been testing con- 
sistently since August 17, 
when the Israeli Ministry of 
Environment informed us of 
the incident” Abu Tayefa said 
The tests over the last few 
days have shown consistent 
results and have not shown 


AMMAN (Petra) — Visiting 
Sudanese Foreign Minister 
Mustafa Ismail on Wednesday 
held meetings with Informa- 
tion Minister Abdullah Ensour 
and Avvqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Minister Abdul Salam Abbadi. 

At die meeting with Ensour, 
the Sudanese minister dis- 
cussed bilateral cooperation in 
economic, health and informa- 
tion fields. Ensour said Jottian- 
ian universities offer training to 
Sudanese medical students in 
different specialisations. 

At die meeting with Abbadi, 
who is also secretary general 
of the Hashemite Charity 
Organisation, Ismail expressed 


any deviation between the 
mnr pfes and water standards.” 

Israel on Saturday closed 
Eilat's beaches to the public 
after an old sewage tine broke 
down, spewing raw sewage 
into die sea. The main was 
mended Sunday, but contin- 
ued to leak large amounts of 
waste on Monday for three 
hours. Accor ding to press 
reports, e-coti bacteria in 
Israel’s waters reached 50 
times the internationally 
acceptable level. 

Israeli embassy spokesper- 
son Roey Gilad yesterday said 
the leakage bad been stopped. 

Abu Tayeh said inclement 
sea weather had played a role 
in preventing the waste from 
drifting into Jordanian waters. 

“The current, which is 
southwestern, helped keep it 
away from Aqaba, and there 
were two sea storms on the 
17th — one in the morning 
and one in the afternoon,” he 
said. 'The first helped keep it 
from coming [towards Jordan- 


his country’s appreciation of 
the organisation's assistance to 
the Sudanese people and 
voiced hope for closer ties. 

Abbadi reviewed his min- 
istry’s plans and projects, 
including its care of holy 
places in Jerusalem and the 
restoration of A1 Aqsa Mosque 
as well as the restoration of 
shrines marking the burial 
places of the Prophet Moham- 
mad's companions. 

The Sudanese minister also 
met with Agriculture Minister 
Mijhem Khreisba to discuss 
agricultural cooperation. 

The two sides discussed the 
possibility of Jordan importing 


ian waters] and die second 
pushed it on down the gulf.” 

Managers of tourist attrac- 
tions in Aqaba said they 
remained unconcerned about 
the accident and had been 
reassured by the results of the 
ARA’s tests of the water: 

“The water is clear, the 
waves are heading south, so 
we aren't concerned that we 
will receive anything from the 
leak at all,” said Ahmad 
Qatawneh of the Royal Diving 
Centre. “If the weather situa- 
tion prevails, we have little 
reason to worry. We have a lot 
of guests, and certainly we 
would have evacuated them 
by now if there had been a hint 
of a problem.” 

‘The question we now' have 
to ask is how can this be pre- 
vented from happening again, 
and if it does, what can [Jordan 
and Israel] do together to pre- 
vent any damage,” Abu Tayeh 
said 

Jordan and Israel have sever- 
al agreements that bind them 


livestock from Sudan. 
Khreisha noted that the King- 
dom last year imported 53 per 
cent of its meat from Sudan. 

They also discussed joint 
investment in agriculture. 

Also Wednesday, the Cabi- 
net formed an Agriculture 
Ministry delegation to visit 
S udan on Aug. 25 to take part 
in a meeting on veterinary ser- 
vices. 

The delegation will inspect 
livestock projects and study 
Sudan's veterinary services. 

Jordan cunendy imports 
fresh red meat from Sudan by 
air, but the Kingdom has 
leased land for raising live- 


official 

to coordinate efforts to protect 
the Gulf of Aqaba's fragile 
environment home to some of 
die world's most spectacular 
coral reefs. However, most 
agreements and subsequent 
exercises in die gulf have been 
to contain the threat and dam- 
age of ofl spills in the- area, 
rather than on containing the a 
rare sewage leak. 

Abu Tayefa said Jordanian 
and Israeli . authorities will 
meet next Monday to discuss 
both preventive and contin- 
gency plans for sewage leaks. 

Gilad confirmed that the 
Israeli Ministry of Environ- 
ment was investigating the 
incident and expects to prose- 
cute responsible parties if 
investigations prove that the 
leak was preventable. 

He added that many tourists 
in the Israeli city had consid- 
ered heading for Aqaba’s 
beaches for fun in tbe sun, but 
Jordan's own water crisis kept 
them poolside at Eilat's many 
hotels. 


stock and is studying the 
prospect of importing live 
sheep from Sudan in imple- 
mentation of a memorandum 
of understanding signed by die 
two governments. 

The Sudanese minister of 
foreign affairs and Sudanese 
Minister of Industry Yahya 
Abu Baker Fatful also held 
talks with President of Amman 
Chamber of Industry Khal- 
doun Abu Hassan on bilateral 
cooperation in industrial fields. 

The two sides agreed that 
Jordan can be a regional mar- 
keting centre for Sudanese 
commodities to other coun- 


tries. 


Parties, associations remain divided 
over conference postponement 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Opposition parties and pro- 
fessional associations have failed in their 
most recent attempt to iron out differences 
over the time frame of the much-touted 
National Conference for Reform and Sal- 
vation but agreed to continue their dia- 
logue on die matter 

Participants in a meeting between union 
and party leaders late Tuesday told the Jor- 
dan Times that the associations remained 
entrenched behind their demand for an 
rigte-month postponement of die confer- 
ence, initially scheduled for September 

For their pan, party leaders, who have 
strongly pushed for the aHifCTence to issue 
a “national salvation plan” as soon as pos- 
sible to counter government policies, 
reportedly obtained the associations’ com- 
mitment to set a time frame for the confer- 
ence within the next few weeks. 

“The main result [of Tuesday's meeting] 
was that both parties expressed iheir eager- 
ness to hold the conference and agreed cm 
the dire need far such an initiative,” said 


Abdul Latif Arabiyai, secretary general of 
die Islamic Action Front flAF), Jordan’s 
strongest party. 

A surprise derision by die Union of Pro- 
fessional Associations on Aug. 2 to post- 
pone the National Conference for eight 
months provoked a new rift in the opposi- 
tion, already considered by many 
observers as toothless. 

Although party leaders refrained from 
issuing public statements fix' fear of spark- 
ing a row with die 80.000-member associ- 
ations, many politicians privately 
expressed frustration and disappointment 
at the postponement decision, saying it 
equalled a cancellation. 

“But representatives from the associar 
tions made assurances that they approved 
both die idea and objectives of the confer- 
ence and subscribed to all points in the 
draft National Salvation Plan,” Arabiyai 
idd the Jordan Times. 

Drawing protests from many opposition 
leaders who rejected the move as undemo- 
cratic, the organisers presented an already- 
prepared draft to the first session of the 
conference, held on June 13. 


The draft focused on various domestic 
and regional issues, including halting nor- 
malisation with Israel limiting privatisa- 
tion and economic liberalisation, and 
strengthening ties with Syria and Iraq at 
the expense of the Kingdom’s relations 
with die West 

Leaders of Jordan’s 13 syndicates 
argued that such a wide-ranging platform 
needed to include implementation strate- 
gies, and not only political slogans, in 
order to be effective. Hence, the associa- 
tions said, an eight-month preparation 
period was required. 

A statement issued by die executive 
committee of the Nanonri Conference late 
cm Tuesday said associations and parties 
agreed to continue their dialogue on the 
issue, but officials could not say when the 
next meeting would take place. 

In addition to parties and syndicates, the 
National Conference also includes youth 
and student clubs and other civil society 
institutions. 

The professional associations are esti- 
mated to account for 60 per cent of confer- 
ence participants. 


Tourism industry rushes to develop sites ahead of expected Millennium boom 


economy. 



JAPAN DONATES TO REHABILITATION CENTRE: Japanese Ambassador 
Koichi Matsumoto and Intisar Kayyali, president of a Karak rehabilitation centre, 
Wednesday sign an agreement under which the Japanese government will donate 
$27,118 to the centre to purchase a mini-bus (Petra photo) 


Microcredit programme begins 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Noor 


Visiting Sudanese FM meets with Ensour, Abbadi 



•Flights 



Wings 
Tiursda* d 

AaJhu •*' 
RW, 

3 




going on 


SUMMER 98 
FESTIVAL 

“Simmer 98” cultural activities 
at Darat A1 Funon, Jabal Wabdeh, 
io last until Sept 30, ate as fol- 
lows: 

* Opening of Summer 98" fes- 
tival at 7:00 pjn. (CD be followed 
with a musical perfannaoce by 
Rom Musical Group at 8:00 pm. ) 
Exhibitions 

* Graphic an from Lebanon 
(south haQ). works by Lebanese 
artist Yousef Aoun (middie hall), 
worts by Jordanian artist Sabet 
Hiari (noth ball) at the Main 
House. 

* Wbrfcs by Iraqi arris* Sssmer 
Usama (main hafll, works by Jor- 
danian atist Said Haddacfin (smaD 
ham at tie Bhje House. 

* fostaUaion works by Jordan- 
ian artist Sarnia Zaru at the Byzan- 
tine Church. 

* Exhibition cf photograph 
“Manory cf a Place" by Jordan- 
ian artist Hussein Da’seh at die 
Museum. 

HLM 

* “Ffipper” at the American 
Com, Abdotm, oo Thursday, a. 
5fl0pjn. 

LECTURE 

* “Neo&hic Use of the Desert 
Margins” by Dc Leslie Quimera, 
Dc Gsy RoQdson. and Dc FtaEp 
Wte a the Amtrican Center of 
Oriental Research, near die Uni- 
vaaty Of Jordan nn Saturday Aug 

22 ttlifipm, CE£ 534-6117). 


By Dina Rifai 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — It’s midday, 
the beat is excruciating, the 
dust is blinding, and the 
noise is deafening, but 
workers on the construction 
site of a five-star hotel seem 
unaware and unbothered. 

Hamme ring away at steel, 
concrete and wood, con- 
struction workers at the 
Sheraton Amman at the 
Fifth Circle are trying to 
meet a deadline — Jordan 
expects hundreds of thou- 
sands of tourists visiting the 
region next year to com- 
memorate the 2000th 
anniversary of the birth of 
Jesus. 

“Yes, everybody is talking 
about the year 2 000. There 
are rumours about some 
occasion, something to do 
with Jesus. Everything has 
to be finished before then,” 
says one worker on a break. 

The Kingdom's tourism 
industry is banking on an 
expected boom to improve 
figures battered by two 
years of political uncertainty 
in the region that has scared 
away many potential visi- 
tors, according to local tour 
operators. 

“Jordan is working on 
boosting its tourism, espe- 
cially at this point in time, 
since we live in a religious- 
ly-rich area,” says Mehriz 


Abdo, a project engineer at 
foe Sheraton. 

Owners of 28 new hotels 
springing up across Jordan 
hope an expected influx of 
tourists into neighbouring 
Palestine and Israel will spill 
over to the Kingdom to her- 
ald the start of a flourishing 
industry in Jordan, not mere- 
ly its climax. 

Officials in the West Bank 
and Israel alone are expect- 
ing nearly seven million 
tourists and Christian pil- 
grims at tbe start of foe third 
mill ennium. 

Despite a slight increase in 
tourism over the last two 
years, critics say Jordan has 
not yet capitalised on or 
properly promoted foe King- 
dom’s biblical sites. 

This, they say. has encour- 
aged international visitors to 
focus more on foe West 
Bank and Israel despite Jor- 
dan’s millennium campaign, 
being held under the slogan 
‘From Bethlehem to 
Bethany — Beyond foe Jor- 
dan from Birth to Baptism.” 

“We in Jordan are part of 
foe Holy Land, because the 
River Jordan is in the heart 
of the Holy Land, and this is 
what is referred to in the 
Bible as ‘beyond foe Jor- 
danY* Touiism Minister 
Akel Biltaji told the Jordan 
Times. 

Jordan has more than 25 
biblical sites, including foe 


“Maghtas” — Arabic for a 
site where archeologists 
believe John foe Baptist per- 
formed baptisms and was 
visited by Christ on several 
occasions. 

Teams from foe Depart- 
ment of Antiquities say they 
are excavating around-the- 
clock at the area on the east- 
ern bank of the Jordan River 
to ensure “protection of its 
sanctity and its surrounding 
environment” before foe 
area is opened to tourists by 
foe end of 1999. 

The department’s archae- 
ologists are also preparing 
tbe area where Jesus is 
believed ro have retreated in 
the wilderness for 40 days 
after his baptism. Digging 
has so far led to the discov- 
ery of ancient churches, 
mosaic floors and water sys- 
tems, they say. 

Excavation teams have 
also found a route used by 
Christian pilgrims hundreds 
of years ago, starting in 
Jerusalem, passing through 
the Jordan River and ending 
in Madaba. 30 kilometres 
south of Amman. 

Near Madaba is Mount 
Nebo, the prophet Moses’ 
traditional burial site and 
home to an ancient church 
with a Byzantine mosaic 
floor map of foe Holy Land 
which dates to 560 A.D: 

Visits to the baptism site, 
once a military zone, were 


made possible after Jordan 
signed the 1994 peace treaty 
with Israel. 

Um Qais in northern Jor- 
dan, foe site of Jesus's mira- 
cle of the Gadarene swine as 
related in Matthew 8:28-34, 
is another major religious 
site. 

The Jordan Tourism Board 
(JTB), a predominantly gov- 
ernment-financed but pri- 
vate-run organisation, says it 
is also working bard to pro- 
mote Jordan abroad as a 
major tourist destination, 
not just an area to mark the 
Millennium. 

“We are concentrating on 
developing foe right plan not 
only for the MUlennium. but 
for awareness and presence 
of Jordan in the international 
market,” says JTB Manag- 
ing Director Marwan 
Khoury. ‘The sites alone are 
not enough to get the peo- 
ple, so we need to couple 


them with other religious, 
cultural, and musical events, 
and make Jordan an interest- 
ing destination on its own.” 

Though many tourists visit 
Jordan as part of a combined 
package also taking them to 
Israel and Egypt, the JTB is 
seeking to ensure that foe 
Kingdom increasingly 
becomes a destination in 
itself. 

Many tour operators say 
that Egypt and Israel are 
offering Jordan as a 
stopover in worldwide pro- 
motional packages, a move 
that has led to a drop in aver- 
age stays in Jordan from five 
to three nights over foe last 
two years. 

“We need to redistribute 
our package deal layout, so 
as to attract more tourists 
throughout the whole year,” 
said Michael Nazzal, presi- 
dent of the Jordan Hotels 
Association. 


The Editor and Staff of the Jordan Times 
mourn the passing of 

Baha Uddin Toukan 

grandfather of their friend and colleague 

Alia A. Toukan. 

May his soul rest in peace. 


“We want tourists not only 
to visit Jordan at the current 
high seasons of M arch-April 
and October, but to come in 
larger numbers during most 
months of the year.” 

Despite a consensus on the 
importance of the upcoming 
millennium, foe government 
and the private sector appear 
to differ on the degree of 


opening up these religious 
sites. 

■‘We do not want to com- 
mercialise these religious 
sites. We want to keep them 
as serene as possible,” says 
Biltaji. 

But the private sector 
believes in refurbishing the 
sites to make them more 
appealing to pilgrims. 
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Facing crackdown, 

IRA dissidents suspend 
bombing campaign 



Close up of the Eiffel tower as its clock lights up the 500 days to the next millen- 
nium. The clock; which is part of a nationwide festival, is counting down the 
remaining 500 days to the year 2000 (Reuters photo) 

Bangladesh appeals for 
foreign aid as floods worsens 


BELFAST. Northern 
Ireland (AP) — Facing a 
security crackdown and 
widespread public revul- 
sion, the Irish Republican 
* Army dissidents responsi- 
ble for a car-bomb atrocity 
called a surprise “suspen- 
sion" to their violence 
Wednesday. 

The coded statement to 
the Dublin office of the 
Irish News, a Belfast news- 
paper. came 11 hours after 
the so-called “Real" IRA 
admitted it planted 
Saturday's car bomb in 
Omagh that stayed 2S and 
wounded 220. It was the 
most lethal terrorist attack 
in Northern Ireland history. 

“Please God. let this be 
genuine." said Joe Byrne, 
the leading Catholic politi- 
cian in Omagh, who visited 
the homes of seven families 
grieving lost loved ones, 
many of whom were to be 
buried Wednesday. 

The statement stopped 
short of announcing a for- 
mal ceasefire. But it cited 
widespread public horror 
and an appeal from Irish 
Prime Minister Bertie 
Ahem as a reason to “sus- 
pend" their attacks indefi- 
nitely and begin “a process 
of consultation on our 
future direction." 

The dissidents' earlier 
statement claimed they had- 
n’r meant to kill anybody 
but had planned to cause 
damage only to “commer- 
cial" targets in the reli- 
giously mixed town 110 
kilometres west of Belfast. 

That provoked Ahem — 
in the Irish Republic’s sea- 
side town of Bund-ana; 
where three victims of the 
bombing aged 8 to 12 will 
be buried Wednesday — to 
demand immediate declara- 


tions of cease-fires from the 
Real IRA and other anti- 
British gangs refusing to 
join the IRA’s July 1997 
truce. 

Ahem made no immedi- 
ate response to 
Wednesday's statement. 

His cabinet was to meet in 
Dublin Wednesday night to 
plan what security and legal 
moves it must make to sup- 
press the new ERA faction, 
which media call the "Real" 
IRA because its leaders 
refuse to use a different 
name from the mainstream 
organisation. 

The faction, led by the 
IRA’s former “quartermas- 
ter" responsible for secret 
arms dumps, was founded 
after the IRA called a cease- 
fire in July 1997 that per- 
mitted its Sinn Fein party 
allies to enter the Belfast 
peace negotiations. 

The Real IRA began 
planting car bombs in 
Northern Ireland towns in 
February, causing consider- 
able damage but no deaths, 
in hopes of deterring parties 
from reaching an agreement 
on how Protestants and 
Catholics should jointly 
govern the divided 
province. 

Saturday's blast in Omagh 
followed three calls to a 
Belfast television station 
and a suicide hotline. Those 
who took the warnings said 
the caller had specified that 
the car was parked near 
Omagh's courthouse. The 
bomb detonated about 400 
yards away among crowds 
evacuated away from the 
courthouse. 

The group denied specify- 
ing the courthouse. 

But Prime Minister Tony 
Blair's Downing Street 
office in London issued its 


record of what was said 
based on audio tapes kept of 
the calls. According to the 
record the first call said: 
“There's a bomb, coun- 
house. Omagh, main street. 
225 kilogrammes, explo- 
sion 30 minutes.” 

Among the funerals tak- 
ing place Wednesday was to 
be' one for a 21 -month-old 
girl in the village of 
Donemana. a father and son 
in Omagh, and the grand- 
mother of a pregnant 
woman and infant girl who 
already buried 

Tuesday. 

1 Irish President Mary 
McAleese will attend the 
triple funerals of the three 
^uncrana boys. Her office 
rjevealed that one of those 
slain. 1 2-year-old Sean 
KlcLaughiin. had sent her a 
poem two months ago 
about his hopes for the 
Northern Ireland peace 
process. 

' “Orange and green it 
doesn't matter. United now 
don’t shatter our dream. 
Scatter the seeds of peace 
over our land so we can 
travel hand in band across 
the bridge of hope.” he 
wrote. 

In a further display of 
their common grief, author- 
ities in Belfast^ and Dublin 
ordered flags to fly at half 
mast until Saturday — the 
red, white and blue Union 
Jack north of the border, the 
green, white and orange 
Irish tricolour to the south. 

The Catholic. 

Presbyterian. Anglican and 
Methodist churches have 
organised a minute's silence 
Co be observed Saturday 
across Ireland at 3:10 p.m. 
(0210 GMT), exactly one 
week after the car bomb 
tore into the crowd. 


DHAKA (AFP) — 
Bangladesh has appealed 
to the international com- 
munity for aid as its 
longest-ever floods wors- 
ened Wednesday with 
waters rising on the coun- 
try’s major rivers. 

Finance Minister Shah 
Kibria told members of the 
donor community Tuesday 
that it was feared the situa- 
tion would worsen and 
appealed for aid including 
food, medicine and house 
building materials. 

“The extent of damage 
caused by the flood will be 
assessed after the water 
receded, but because of the 
long duration of the floods 
crop damage is likely to be 
huge.” he said. 

The official BSS news 
agency reported that The 
talks had been positive. 

Heavy monsoon rains 
and run off from hills in 
neighbouring India have 
drastically added to the 


problem. 

The flood warning centre 
said: “The flood situation 
in the Brahmaputra, 
Meghna and Ganges basins 
will further deteriorate 
overnight." 

After five weeks of 
flooding, the death toll is 
officially put at 29S. while 
newspapers put the figure 
at 326. 

The appeal for aid came a 
day after Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina Wajed at her 
weekly' cabinet meeting 
Monday reviewed the 
floods, the worst for 10 
years. 

The meeting decided to 
buy more food and under- 
take emergency measures 
io help farmers with pur- 
chasing seeds as soon as 
the waters recede. 

Experts predicted the 
floods would last until 
mid-September and news- 
papers warned the situation 
might become as grave as 


in 198S, when more than 

2,000 people died. 

Nearly 80,000 people 
have contracted diarrhoea, 
dysentery and other water- 
borne diseases. 

Bangladesh lies at the 
confluence of three great 
rivers. the Ganges. 
Brahmaputra and Meghna, 
and is criss-crossed by 
more than 230 waterways. 

In a related development. 
BSS said Sheikh Hasina's 
Ml-17 helicopter was 
forced to land in western 
Jessore district lute 
Tuesday because of 
inclement weather on her 
way back from Satkhira 
district to capital. 

The premier's chopper 
and the one carrying her 
officials were caught in 
thick clouds and gusty 
winds and safely landed in 
Jessore after “zig-zagging 
through the clouds for over 
an hour." the agency said. 
No one was hurt. 


Piccard seeks permission to overfly 
China in roundworld balloon attempt 


‘Japan-U.S. guidelines 
no help to world stability’ 


TOKYO (AFP) — A senior 
Chinese Communist Party 
official Wednesday 

denounced strengthened 
Japan-U.S. defence cooper- 
ation as not in the interest 
of global stability. 

Zhang Quanjing. chief of 
Chinese Communist Party 
Central Committee's organ- 
isation department, met 
Takako Doi. head of 
Japan's Social Democratic 
Party, at its headquarters in 
Tokyo, a parry official said. 

"Strengthening their mili- 
tary alliance will not serve 
stability of the world." 
Zhang was quoted by the 
party official as telling Doi. 

Zhang arrived here 
Tuesday at the invitation of 
the Japanese party, the offi- 
cial said. 

During his eight-day visit, 
the Chinese official is to 
hold talks with top officials 


of major parties, including 
rhe ruling Libera) 
Democratic Party of Prime 
Minister Keizo Obuchi. 

The U.S. -Japan defence 
guidelines are to be on the 
agenda for a planned meet- 
ing between Japanese 
Prime Minister Keizo 
Obuchi and Chinese 
President Jiang Zemin who 
makes an unprecedented 
visit here next month, offi- 
cials said. 

Japan and the United 
States signed the new 
defence guidelines in April 
to expand military coopera- 
tion to cope with conflicts 
in the region. Some of the 
necessary legislation has 
yet to pass parliament. 

The revision of the 1978 
guidelines, seen by some 
critics here as a “war manu-. 
al." has already irked 
Japan's neighbours, partic- 


ularly China which fears it 
could lead to interference in 
its affairs with Taiwan. 

Jiang's six-day state visit 
from Sept. 6 . the first by a 
Chinese president, is part of 
celebrations for the 20 th 
anniversary of the Aug. 1 2 
signing of a Sino-Japanese 
peace and friendship treaty. 

During Wednesday's talks 
with Doi. Zhang reiterated 
China's pledge not to 
devalue the yuan. 

“I want to confirm that 
the yuan will never be 
devaluated." the Chinese 
official said. “We will keep 
the promise for the sake of 
our neighbours as well.” 

Fears have mounted in 
recent weeks that the weak- 
ness of the Japanese yen 
could force Chinese author- 
ities to backpedal on 
repeated pledges not to 
devalue their currency. 


BEUING (AFP) — Swiss 
balloonist Bertrand Piccard, 
who failed in his second 
attempt to circle the globe 
after uncertainty about 
whether he could overfly 
China, has said be hopes to 
get approval for a fresh 
anempL 

“We are very Optimistic." 
he said late Tuesday after a 
series of talks here with 
Chinese civil aviation offi- 
cials. 

| The adventurer was due to 
i meet Wednesday with for- 
! eicn ministry officials, 
j “We have explained that 
j our navigation equipment is 
I dependable enough to guar- 
I antee the safety of the bal- 
j loon and other users of the 
| sky." he added. 

; During his second round- 
j the- world attempt al (he Man 
of this year. Piccard's 
Breitlineer Orbilcr 2 balloon 
j had to put down in Myanmar. 


A long delay in Chinese 
authorities' decision about 
permission to overfly the 
country was blamed in addi- 
tion to technical problems. 

“We still don’t know 
whether we will travel to the 
north or south of the 
Himalayas — we will only 
know 24 hours in advance/ 
he said, adding the decision 
will depend on jet -stream 
conditions al the time. 

All other countries sur- 
rounding the Himalayas have 
already granted overflight 
permission, he said. 

The Swiss aemnaul :uid 
two (cam-matcs came dose 
to breaking a world flight 
endurance record last time, 
having covered 8.473 kilo- 
metres in nine days. 17 hours 
and 55 minutes. 

Six different teams world- 
wide including one led hy 
British billionaire Richard 
Branson, arc racing to 


become to first to complete a 
non-stop around-the-world 
flight. 

The most recent attempt 
ended Monday, when the bal- 
loon of U.S. millionaire-bro- 
ker Steve Fo&sell plunged 
from a height of nine kilome- 
tres into shark-in fexicd 

waters off die coast of 
Australia. 

In his third attempt. Piccard 
will only be accompanied by 
a single team-mate whose 
identity has not yet been 
made public. 

The Breitlineer Orbiter 3. a 
mixed hot-air and helium 
balloon, will be slightly larg- 
er than its predecessor and 
will he fuelled by propane 
rather than kerosene. Piccard 
said. 

As in all other attempts, he 
will begin the voyage at 
Chateau d'Oex in 
Switzerland and head east 
pushed by the jet stream. 


Japan’s switch to bottled water creates garbage woes \ 


TOKYO (R) — 

Worries about the 
purity of tap water 
are boosting sales of 
bottled water and tea 
in Japan. leaving 
mountains of plastic 
behind in a country 
that is fast running 
out of garbage dumps. 

Industry officials 
estimate consumption 
of small PET (polyeth- 
ylene terephthalate) 
bottles will reach 3.5 
billion to four billion 
units this year, nearly 
double the 2.2 billion 
used last year and 
compared with only 
640 million in 1996. 

After years of seif- 
restriction. Japanese 
industry' started to 
manufacture the bot- 
tles two years ago fol- 
lowing a surge in sales 
of bottled mineral 
water from France. 

‘•It’s a big 
headache.” said Kohji 
Yokota. an official at 


the Tokyo municipal 
government. “Our 
current dumps will be 
full within the next 
one or two years. In 
Tokyo, we'll be run- 
ning out of space for 
such facilities within 
the next 30 years.” 

The city government 
dumps about four mil- 
lion tonnes of house- 
hold waste into Tokyo 
Bay each year, creat- 
ing land for housing, 
offices, industry and 
parks. 

By the end of this 
century, it will have 
created about 230 
hectares from 

garbage. And unless 
something is done, the 
city will have used up 
its sea space in the 
next few decades. 

To tackle the prob- 
lem. the Japanese gov- 
ernment introduced a 
law in April last year 
to encourage local 
government and 


industry to recycle 
PET bottles. 

It hopes for a dra- 
matic boost in the 
plastic bottle recy- 
cling rate of about 
three per cent last 
year — well below the 
70 per cent recycling 
rate for glass bottles, 
cans and paper. 

However, there has 
been little 

progress, particu- 
larly in Tokyo where 
tbe soft drink indus- 
try and bottle makers 
have rejected a 
request by the munici- 
pal government to 
share the huge finan- 
cial burden of collect- 
ing used bottles. 

Faced with soaring 
consumption or PET 
bottles, the Tokyo gov- 
ernment bas asked 
retailers to install 
containers for collect- 
ing used bottles which 
can be processed into 
PET flakes and 


turned into other 
products. 

“The situation's so 
pressing that we've 
decided to do what the 
industry is supposed 
to do.” said Yokotu. 
“But its quantity is 
rising. In future* we 
won't have enough 
money, no matter how 
large our tax revenue 
might become.” 

The industry — soft 
drink and PET bottle 
manufacturers — 
recently agreed to 
build a new recycling 
plant in Tokyo to 
make shirts, ficccc 
clothes and carpets 
out of used PET bot- 
tles, the third such 
facility in Japan. 

Yet it will not start 
operation until the 
next century. Industry 
officials also worry if 
there will be enough 
demand for such recy- 
cled products. 

In the meantime, the 


Japan PET Bottle 
Association estimates 
PET consumption, 
including large bottles 
introduced in 1977 for 
soy sancc. will grow to 

282.000 tonnes this 
year from 250.000 
tonnes last year and 

203.000 tonnes the 
year before. 

Now only one in four 
people drinks tap 
water as concerns 
grow over quality, the 
daily Asahi Shimbun 
said earlier this week. 

It said some 60 per 
cent of those surveyed 
did not like (he taste 
of tap water as more 
chemicals, such as 
chlorine, arc added to 
make it safe to drink. 

Also. Japan's soft 
drinks industry is 
likely to increase its 
use of PET bottles, 
instead of aluminium 
and steel cans, espe- 
cially for mineral 
water and tea that still 


have growth potential 
in an otherwise satu- 
rated market. 

Data compiled by 
the Japan Softdrinks 
Association showed 
production of soft 
drinks totalled 13.83 
million kilolitres in 
1997, up five per cent 
from the previous 

year, while mineral 
water output surged j 
32 per cent and tea j 
output 10 per cent. ( 

“PET bottles are | 
now more popular 
than cans. They may ] 
start selling PET-bot- ) 
tied beverages j 

through vending 
machines over the ( ; 
next few years,” said 
Takeo Mizuuchi at the i 
association. j 

“They can’t do it j 
with conventional ! 
vending machines, but ! 
machines For PET hot- j 
ties do already exist. I 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Myanmar opposition urges public 
to support convening of parliament 


YANGON (AFP) — Myanmar's leading opposition 
National League for Democracy (NLE>J party 
Wednesday urged the public to support its call for the 
convening of parliament, saying democracy wasin 
the interests of the country s 45 milll ^ ^ople. The 
NLD led by Nobel peace laureate Aung San Suu 
Kyi. won 1990 polls by a landslide but the junta has 
refused to relinquish power. The party has demanded 
the junta convene the parliament elected in those 
polls by Friday or face unspecified consequences. A 
democratic parliament is aware of all citizens, the 
NLD said in an open letter to the public, distributed 
hours after party leaders Tuesday held Jheir first 
direct talks with junta officials this year “Tbe NLD 
and other elected members of parliament have a duty 
to fulfil the people's desire. The officially elected 
MPs need public support to carry out their duties. 
“The authorities which organised the free and fair 
multi-party genera! elections should honour the 
result and respect the people s desire. Convening 
the multi-party parliament also means the beginning 

..Aimtru ” 


.<• j 




British Airways to issue 
yellow cards for air rage 


CANBERRA. Australia <AP.) — British Airways 
will issue hooligan passengers with soccer-style 
yellow warning cards to combat “air rage, the air- 
line said Wednesday. The notices warning offenders 
they face arrest on touchdown unless they cease 
their disruptive behaviour will be issued from SepL 
1. British Airways said the crackdown, triggered by 
a 400 per cent rise in air rage incidents in the past 
three years, was aimed at drunk and abusive passen- 
gers and passengers breaking the worldwide smok- 
ing ban on flights. The notices would also warn 
recipients they would be liable for costs if their 
behaviour forced the captain to divert to the nearest 
airport. “We hope the yellow card system will prove 
the ultimate deterrent which, if ignored, can be used 
in court to ensure a successful prosecution." British 
Airways' director of safety, security and environ- 
ment. David Hyde, said in a statement. British 
Airways' guidelines state ground staff and crew 
have the power to prevent drunken passengers from 
boarding flights and can refuse to serve alcohol to 
intoxicated passengers or those believed to be under 
the influence of drugs. British Airways air crew last 
year dealt with 260 disruptive passengers, but the 
airline said they were rare among the 40 million 
passengers carried on 300.000 British Airways 
flights each year. 

Money still flows in 
to Diana memorial fund 


LONDON (AP) — The head of the Diana, Princess 
of Wales. Memorial Fund said- it continues to 
receive donations of about 70,000 pounds ($43,500) 
a month from individuals. Money does not flood in 
at the rate it did after Diana’s death a year ago. but 
“it’s still a significant amount of money that comes 
in/* fund chief executive Andrew Purkis said in an 
interview with APTV. "What you may find is that 
people continue to buy some of the goods associat- 
ed with the princess,” Purkis said in the interview, 
broadcast Wednesday, pointing out that fund- 
approved mementoes bring money to Diana’s 
favourite charities. It’s important that the -general 
public should be able to know which of them have, 
been approved by her estate, by her close family.../ 
he said and “by buying those products they can be 
benefiting the Memorial Fund and the charities that 
they cared about.” The approved goods bear the 
fund's trademark. Diana's signature. The fund is 
engaged in a lawsuit in the United Slates with The 
Franklin Mint, which is producing a Diana doll and 
other items that have not been approved by the 
princess' estate. It says it is also Fighting for a 
British trademark of Diana's image to prevent com- 
mercial exploitation. The fund was set up in the j 
days after Diana's death Aug. 31 to accept public | 
donations in her memory and to channel the money j 
inlo charities. 






with football-sized nugget 

?>DNE> ^ R > — A prospector from outbacl 
western Australia who found a gold nugget the sizi 
ot a football has sold it at auction for A$442,00< 
($263,000) Christie's auction house said the prici 
was the highest ever achieved at auction in Australis 
tor an object other than a painting or car. Bui it stil 
roll short of the pre-sale expectations of prospectoi 
Rob Mitchell, who had said he hoped to earn a coo. 
million dollars from the nugget, which weighs 51* 
troy ounces. Mitchell, a professional prospector foi 
-.0 years, discovered the nugget near the eoldrnininf 
town of Kalgoorlie in 1992 and nicknamed it “The 
evening Star because of the wav it shone in the 
moonlight on the dashboard of his pick-up truck. He 
promptly buried it in a blanket in his garden bui 
uecideU to move it to a bank-vault two years laid 
when he came home one day to find that his dog had 
uncovered u. “I I think he was getting a little bit ner- 
vous. said Christie's spokesman Rob Parsons. Al 
current bullion prices, the nugget would be worth 
around A $250,000 if it was melied down. 

Thai police arrest two men 
in AIDS rape case 

iR , ] r~ Thai police said Wednesday 
souphi -i rh^ S Cd lwo . I ? lcn on rape charges and 
r • ° n sus P |C!0n of passing the Human 
,HIV > virus to an 11 -year- 

Am disiiS nd were arrested in Cha- 

. Patohaburi province, about ISOkilo- 

rictim wh H B " n ? kok - P° licc They said the 
h 0 f -P^i suffering from AIDS, told 

since shc wnf •"?" had ra P ed systematically 
chiced wfth r, e, - 8hl years oId - “The suspects are 
said S Thri Mio^! ns a r ? i rl y° un S er than 15/ police 

that as of June 98 Heallh "W* from 

the last If*,' S* Tha,s were suffenng from 

from AIDS sin/ ^qRj^,; 4 - 6 / P eo P le . , had d jfJ 
KIO non tMni c It estimates that some 

AIDS. P P C are can >’ in £ HIV that leads to 
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North Korean children sit on hospital beds suffering from malnutrition. Famine in North Korea has killed 300,000 
to 800,000 people a year in the past three years, a U.S. congressional team said Wednesday after visiting the coun- 
try. If the high-end estimate of 2.4 million deaths were true, it would represent roughly 10 per cent of North Korea's 
population (Reuters photo) 


‘Up to 2.4m dead in three 

l 

years of N. Korean famine’ 


BEIJING (AFP) — Up to 2.4 
million people may have died 
in three years of famine in 
North Korea and malnour- 
ished teenagers are only half 
the height they should be, a 
U.S. Congress research team 
warned Wednesday. 

"Reliable sources estimate 
that of North Korea's 23 mil- 
lion people, between 300.000 
and SOO.OOO have died each 
year (for the last three years) 
as a result of food shortages,” 
said Mark Kirk, a staff mem- 
ber of the US. House of 


Representatives International 
Relations Committee just 
returned from a week-long 
mission in North Korea. 

“In the city of Hyesan near 
the Chinese border we saw 
15- and 1 6- year-old students 
less than half the height of a 
comparable U.S. child 
because they have suffered 
long-term malnutrition," he 
added. . 

Widely distributed “alter- 
native food” made out of 
pond weed, grasses and com 
husks is failing to provide 


sufficient nutrition in the 
hunger-stricken nation, he 
said, and gave the example of 
an 1 1 -year-old girl in 
Huichon city hospital who 
weighed only 15 kilo- 
grammes. 

North Korea has suffered 
three years of severe natural 
disasters which compounded 
difficulties brought about by 
the collapse of the Soviet 
bloc and have brought the 
nation to its knees. 

Death toll estimates from 
those escaping into China 


and exiled Korean groups put 
the figure far higher than 2.4 
million over the last three 
years. The U.S. team, com- 
prising three staff members, 
is heading to the Chinese side 
of the North Korean border 
Thursday to speak to 
refugees fleeing from the 
North. 

“We would like to get to 
speak to some North Koreans 
without having North Korean 
min ders around us all the 
time” Kirk said. 


Richardson sworn in as energy secretary 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
U.N- Ambassador Bill 
Richardson was sworn in as 
U.S. Energy Secretary 
Tuesday, a day after a Senate 
committee chairman cleared 
him of allegations that he 
misled the panel about a job 
offer to Monica Lewinsky. 

Richardson, who officially 
takes over his post next 
Monday, was sworn in at the 
Department of Energy. 

Tuesday's private legal 
swearing-in is likely to be 


followed by a public cere- 
mony in September. White 
House spokeswoman Nanda 
Chitre said. 

Richardson will not vacate 
his ambassador’s post yet. 
with issues in Africa and Iraq 
forcing him to play dual 
roles. 

The Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee has yet 
to schedule a hearing on 
Clinton’s nomination of 
Bosnia peace negotiator 
Richard Holbrooke for the 


U.N. job. a step made even 
more pressing due to the 
embassy bombings in Africa 
earlier this month and the 
latest confrontation with 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein over U.N. weapons 
inspectors. 

Monday, the chairman of 
the Senate Energy and 
Resource Committee with- 
drew his request to postpone 
the swearing-in ceremony. 
Sen. Frank Murkowski, 
chairman of the Energy and 


Natural Resources 

Committee, had asked 
President Bill Clinton to 
delay the ceremony a week 
ago. 

But he said Monday he 
was convinced Richardson 
did not mislead the panel 
about a job he offered 
Monica Lewinsky, the for- 
mer White House intern with 
whom Clinton has admitted 
to having had a relationship 
that was “not appropriate.” 


Rescue teams waiting 
to take off for Indian area 
where 1 80 feared dead 


LUCKNOW, India (AP) — 
Thunderstorms and fog 
blocked rescue helicopters 
from taking off Wednesday 
for an inaccessible valley in 
northern India where land- 
slides and floods may have 
washed away more than 
1 80 people. 

Torrential rains toppled a 
mountain of mud and boul- 
ders into the Himalayan 
valley around 3 a.m. 
Tuesday (2130 GMT 
Monday), changing the 
course of the Malpa River 
and triggering a flash flood 
the swept away the tents of 
some 100 Hindu pilgrims 
on their way to a sacred 
shrine in Tibet. 

“Five helicopters are 
waiting to go,” said L.R. 
Yadav, the top administra- 
tive official of Pithoragarh, 
325 kilometres east of New 
Delhi. “The area is very 
foggy, very cloudy.” 

Officials said 182 people 
were missing and feared 


dead, but only nine bodies 
had been recovered by late 
Tuesday. 

Eight victims were para- 
military troops of the Indo- 
Tibet Border Police, and 
the other casualties were 
local villagers, officials 
said. 

Among the missing was 
Prothna Bedi. a noted 
Indian dancer who often 
lead dance troupes on 
world tour. New Delhi 
Television reported. She 
also is the mother of Pooja 
Bedi, one of India's mosr 
popular film actresses. 

It was feared many of the 
bodies may have been 
swept away in the flood 
waters, making an accurate 
count of the dead difficult, 
said officials in Lucknow, 
the state capital of Uttar 
Pradesh. 

The disaster struck a 
camp site where three 
groups of pilgrims had halt- 
ed on their trek to the 


revered shrine of Kailash 
Mansarovar across the 
Chinese border. The site is 
two days walk from the 
shrine. 

India's. Foreign Ministry, 
which organises the pil- 
grimages, set up emergency 
control rooms in New Delhi 
and Pithoragarh to field 
calls from frantic relatives. 

The road to Pithoragarh 
was washed away, further 
hampering efforts by rescue 
crews to reach the site. 
Telephone connections also 
were disrupted. The area 
was so muddy even walk- 
ing was difficult, officials 
from the region said. 

First word of the disasrer 
came by radio from a bor- 
der police squad camped 
nearby, which remained 
virtually the only commu- 
nication link with the site 
the first day. 

“Two Army teams sent 
there have not been able to 
reach because road links 


are disrupted. Indian Air 
Force helicopters could not 
take off." Naresh Dayal, the 
state Home Minister 
responsible for state securi- 
ty and disaster relief, said 
Tuesday nighL 

Nine injured people had 
been taken to hospitals, 
Dayal said. 

This was the second dis- 
aster to fait the mountainous 
region of Uttar Pradesh in 
one week. Last Wednesday, 
a landslide killed at least 42 
people and hundreds of ani- 
mals, and destroyed several 
houses and shops in the 
nearby Ukhirautt region. 
The downpour knocked 
down telephone and elec- 
tricity poles and blocked 
roads. 

Ukhimutt is near 
Rudraprayag. one of the 
most important Hindu pil- 
grimage centres, and is 
close to a region ravaged by 
an earthquake in 1991 that 
killed 34 1 people. 


Many embassies affected 
by threats, upheaval 


WASHINGTON (AP)— The 
U.S. ambassador to Pakistan. 
Thomas Simcms, stood before 
his compatriots in an auditori- 
um in Islamabad and recom- 
mended they leave the coun- 
try because of a “pattern of 
threats” against Americans. 

Simons message, delivered 
Monday, has become an 
increasingly familiar one for 
American diplomats and 
expatriates around the world 
lately. In some countries, offi- 
cial and non-official 
Americans have been asked 
to leave due to local turmoiL 
In others, the threats are relat- 
ed to the Aug. 7 bombings at 
U.S. embassies in Kenya and 
Tanzania. 

Worldwide, about a dozen 
U.S. embassies in recent days 
found themselves either shut 
down or unable to provide 
normal services due to threat- 
ening situations. That number 
decreased recently when the 
embassies in Egypt, Malaysia 
and Yemen rearmed normal 
operations. 


President Bill Clinton has 
said the United States will not 
retreat from its globed respon- 
sibilities. Any pullback, he 
says, “would give terrorism a 
victory it must not and will 
not have.” 

Terrorism aside, local 
upheavals have played havoc 
with U.S. diplomatic repre- 
sentation abroad, especially in 
Africa. 

U.S. embassies in Somalia 
and Sudan have been closed 
for years due to unsafe condi- 
tions. This year, upheavals 
have forced the closure of 
U.S. embassies in Congo and 
Guinea-Bissau and led the 
embassy in Eritrea to sharply 
curtail service. U.S. ships 
have been dispatched towards 
the Congo in case a mass 
evacuation is needed. 

The State Department rou- 
tinely takes steps to protea 
Americans, both official and 
unofficial, who are threatened 
by upheavals in distant lands. 
More ominous are the terror- 
ist threats or acts targeted 


specifically at Americans. 
The bombs that exploded at 
the U.S. embassies in Kenya 
and Tanzania 12 days ago 
clearly targeted Americans, 
although most of the victims 
were Kenyans and 
Tanzanians. 

In the aftermath, U.S. 
embassies in several countries 
took brief “time outs” to 
make security adjustments 
after threats from suspected 
terrorists. Beyond that, offi- 
cials began worrying' that ter- 
rorists might strike other U.S. 
targets which, like Kenya and 
Tanzania, have been consid- 
ered “low risk" locations for 
Americans. 

In Pakistan, threats believed 
related to the East Africa 
bombings prompted the evac- 
uation of some 200 
Americans Tuesday, includ- 
ing non-essential embassy 
employees. Earlier, the ripple 
effect of the bombings had led 
to a similar evacuation from 
Albania. 

The current period may be 


the most harrowing for U.S. 
diplomats since the fall of 
1979 when American 
embassies came under attack 
in Iran, Pakistan and Libya — 
all within a one-month period. 
Of the three, Iran was the 
most noteworthy; 52 U.S. 
diplomats ended up as 
hostages for 444 days. 

"Let’s see more money 
going into security.” says 
Riley Sever, a vice president 
of the American Foreign 
Service Association, the 
union of career diplomats. 

But others are sceptical that 
money will make much dif- 
ference. 

Doug Band, of the libertari- 
an Caio Institute, says terror- 
ist acts are the result of U.S. 
policies he describes as inter- 
ventionist. 

“Even a superpower like the 
United States cannot inter- 
vene abroad without cost,” he 
writes. “Unfortunately, the 
price of attempting to run the 
world is ruined buildings and 
mangled bodies." 


Clinton turns 52, looks to heal his family 


‘Prostitutes suffer 
from post-traumatic 
stress disorder’ 


EDGARTOWN. Mass (R) — 
Resident Bill Clinton fumed 52 
Wednesday looking to try to 
heal the suffering that he inflict- 
ed on his wife Hillary and his 
daughter Chelsea by his affair 
with Monica Lewinsky. 

The Clintons were ensconced 
at the same Oy ster Pond estate 
in which they ha\e stayed in on 
two of their three previous trips 
to this vacation island off the 
coast of Massachusetts. 

This time, however, there are 
some unpleasant truths_ that 
overshadow all that they do — 
Clinton's stunning admission 
Monday night that he had a 
“wrong” sexual relationship 
with Lewinsky inside the White 


House and misled his family 
about it 

Publicly, the first family is Dy- 
ing its best to smile and wave. 
Chelsea was particularly ani- 
mated in shaking hands of peo- 
ple who greeted the Clintons on 
their arrival Tuesday night 
But as White House 
spokesman Mike McCurry 
said; "This is a family that's got 
some healing to do.” 

For his birthday last year, 
there was a loui late-night 
party' with the Martha's 
Vineyard regulars, an eclectic 
group of celebrities, high-pow- 
ered lawyers, authors and 
artists. 

This year, if there is a celebra- 


tion. it will be “something small 
and simple," McCuny said. 

The Clintons have used 
Martha’s Vineyard in years past 
as a restorative to soothe the 
wounds of Washington, In the 
sea breezes, in the scent of pine 
trees, in the friendly cama- 
raderie of clam bakes on the 
beach, they have emerged reju- 
venated. 

This time, though. Clinton is 
reeling from revelations that 
coukfenfeeble him politically, 
could even drive him from 
office in disgrace, a stocking 
prospect for a man who has 
been running for elected offices 
going back to high school. 

~ So far Clinton has been grati- 


fied that the American people 
are glad he finally told the truth 
about Lewinsky and want to put 
the matter behind them after 
watching it unfold for the past 
seven months. 

“I think that he believes be 
will restore faith with the 
American people by demon- 
strating to them that he remains 
committed to doing the work 
that he was elected to do by 
them as president," McCuny 
said. 

Anxious to try to rebuild trust, 
Clinton was considering break- 
ing into his vacation and dash- 
ing off to Philadelphia for an 
event promoting his proposals 
to improve health care under a 


“patients Nil of rights.” 

But that trip died on the vine 
so che first famil y could just be 
together without the distractions 
of pressing business. 

One reminder of the 
Lewinsky matter came on the 
Clintons' arrival at the Manta's 
Vineyard airport. 

There lo greet them was tbedr 
friend Vernon Jordan, the easy- 
going Washington powertroker 
who got caught up in the 
Lewinsky scandal himself for 
helping to get the former White 
House intern a job. Independent 
counsel Kenneth Starr suspects 
the effort was an attempt to keep 
her quiet about the affair 
Jordan hugged all three 


Clintons as they stepped off Air 
Force One, aod was seen talking 
closely with Mrs. Clinton fora 
moment. McCuny said Qintcu 
would probably not golf with 
Jordan for the next several days. 

McCuny Tuesday appealed 
to the flock, of news media rep- 
resentatives that followed the 
Clintons to respect their privacy, 
referring in particular to pak 
attempts at getting photographs 
of their private moments. 

“Wfe really ask that you 
respect tins family's privacy. 
That’s a request from the staff. 
The president asked fa that pri- 
vacy last oighL We would ask 
again for it on vacation.” he 
said. 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) 
— Working as a street- 
walker can be as traumatic 
as going to war. with two- 
thirds of the prostitutes 
surveyed suffering from 
post-traumatic stress disor- 
der, according to a study 
released Tuesday. 

The researchers inter- 
viewed 475 prostitutes in 
five countries — the 
United States, South 
Africa, Thailand, Turkey 
and Zambia — and 62 per 
cent reported being raped, 
73 per cent said they had 
been assaulted and 6S per 
cent said they had been 
threatened with a weapon. 

Sixty-seven per cent met 
the criteria for post-trau- 
matic stress disorder, a 
psychological reaction to 
extremely stressful events 
that is also known as shell 
shock or combat fatigue. 
Its symptoms include 
depression, anxiety, irri- 
tability, insomnia, flash- 
backs and nightmares. 

The severity of the post- 
traumatic stress disorder 
suffered by the prostitutes 
was comparable to that of 
Vietnam veterans, the 
researchers said. 

The study was led by 
Melissa Farley, a psychol- 
ogist at Kaiser 
Permanente, one of 
America's biggest health 
maintenance organisations. 
It was released at a meet- 
ing in San Francisco of the 


American Psychological 
Association. 

The researchers inter- 
viewed mostly prostitutes 
working the street because 
they were the ones easiest 
to find. But while they 
-found “significantly more 
physical violence in street, 
as opposed to brothel, 
prostitution, there was no 
difference in the incidence 
of post-traumatic stress 
disorder.” 

“This suggests that psy- 
chological trauma is intrin- 
sic to the act of prostitu- 
tion." the researchers said. 

Psychologists began the 
study to help decide 
whether prostitution 
amounts to a violation of 
human rights. 

Veronica Monet, a 38- 
year-old prostitute who 
works out of a downtown 
San Francisco apartment 
building, took issue with 
the findings. 

"My job is stressful and 
my job has bad days, but 
it’s way better than any- 
body else's I know." she 
said. "The most stressful 
thing about my job is that 
it*s illegal." 

Monet, a college gradu- 
ate with a degree in psy- 
chology, said that when 
prostitutes who work the ' 
streets are the ones sur- 
veyed, “what you get are 
people who are addicted to 
drugs, getting beaten by 
their pimps or boyfriends." 


Canada’s Shaw Festival lures theatre lovers 


NIAGARA-ON-THE- 
LAKE, Ontario (R) — 
Whether challenging audi- 
ences with its stark portray- 
al of war and poverty in 
“Major Barbara” or genrly 
striking a funny bone in the 
romantic comedy “Lady 
Windermere's Fan,” the 
Shaw Festival remains one 
of the premier cultural 
attractions in Canada. 

The theatre company, the 
only one in the world that 
specialises in the works of 
Irish playwright George 
Bernard Shaw (1856-1950) 
and his contemporaries, has 
lured millions of visitors 
since 1962 to Niagara-on- 
the-Lake. a picturesque 
town on the southwestern 
shores of Lake Ontario. 

Less glamorous than the 
nearby Stratford Festival in 
southern Ontario, which 
focuses on the plays of 


Shakespeare, the Shaw 
Festival has grabbed some 
of the limelight with an 
astonishing marriage of the 
eclectic and the classic. 

The 199S season, which 
runs until Nov. 1. is a myr- 
iad of musicals and myster- 
ies, comedies and classics. 
The works of Oscar Wilde, 
George and Ira Gershwin 
and several other play- 
wright compliment a 
hardy selection of Shaw s 
plavs. 

Christopher Newion. the 
long-serving artistic direc- 
tor, is unfazed by compar- 
isons with Stratford or 
other better-heeled theatre 
companies. The Biitisb- 
boro director said the Shaw 
Festival has cultivated an 
instinct for excellence. 

"When we get it really 
right I don't think there is 
anybody quite honestly in 


the English-speaking world 
who can do it quite as well 
as we do," he told Reuters. 

Newton, who admitted he 
was a late convert to 
Shaw's fan club, arrived at 
the festival in 1979 deter- 
mined to stay no more than 
four or five years. Nineteen 
seasons later, he remains 
captivated by the festival’s 
potential. 

■ “I realised we could cre- 
ate something which was 
unique here with an ensem- 
ble of actors unlike any- 
where else." he said. 

The troupe’s success has 
come in spite of being 
blindsided by a lengthy 
recession in the early 1990s 
and a reduction in govern- 
ment funding for the aits. 
Before Canada’s politicians 
trained their sights on 
fighting budget deficits, 
government grants 


accounted for about 12 per 
cent of the festival’s rev- 
enue. In 1997, only six per 
cent of its revenue of 
Canadian dollars (C$) 16.4 
million came in the form of 
government assistance. 

Ticket sales, which have 
climbed by more than 50 
per cent in the pasi six 
years, finance the bulk of 
the festival's budget. 

The cheapest ticket at any 
one of the three venues 
costs CS32. with the more 
expensive seats command- 
ing C$65. 

The festival has also 
increased its dependence 
on corporate and private 
fund-raising and, in so 
doing, has had to reassess 
the uneasy relationship 
between artistic creativity 
and financial need. Newton 

said. 

Tf we have a large spon- 


sor we are always on the 
edge of having the sponsor 
telling us that they won’t 
sponsor this because they 
don’t like it, but generally 
speaking we are in a very 
happy position artistically 
and commercially,” he said. 

Although the festival has 
turned a small profit during 
the past two seasons, the 
actors still earn less than 
their peers at Stratford or 
Toronto’s large theatrical 
productions. 

Shaw’s directors have 
attempted to offset lower 
salaries by fostering a cre- 
ative environment unparal-. 
Ieled in the Canadian the- 
atre. 

A wide range of acting 
workshops, voice training 
classes, even Tai Chi 
lessons, contribute to a 
sense of continual self- 
improvement and a colle- 


gial mood among the 70 
actors. 

“This is not an intimidat- 
ing place to werfc. A lot is 
expected of one but there is 
a terrific spirit of generosi- 
ty and a real sense of con- 
cern and community in this 
company," said Fiona Reid 
who stars in the presenta- 
tion of Oscar Wilde’s 

“Lady Windermere's Fan." 

Some people fret that the 
festival’s growing popular- 
ity, especially with 
Americans lured across the 
border by a cheap Canadian 
dollar, could strip it of its 
. unique characteristics. 

This is a point that finds 
resonance with festival 
insiders. 

"We have to be like 
Puerto Vallarta before 
Richard Burton and 
Elizabeth Taylor discov- 
ered it," Newton said 
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Right thing to do 


THE DECISION of the Jordan National 
Society for Consumer Protection to take 
legal action against those who could be 
responsible for the water crisis is a welcome 
move that aims to make officials account- 
able for their actions. Dereliction of duties 
must not be allowed to escape the scrutiny 
of the judicial system, and citizens and 
their associations should resort to the judi- 
ciary to seek full and proper remedies 
instead of issuing statements that are only 
full of accusations. 

No matter what the government’s report 
on the six-week-old crisis would say or not, 
the crux of the matter is that people have 
the right to safe water at all times and that 
those responsible for the problem whether 
directly or indirectly need to be held 
accountable. This is the only way we in this 
country can stop the tradition of unac- 
countability. In this regard we commend the 
government for committing Itself to punish- 
ing those responsible for the crisis. 

The country faced serious cases of food 
contamination, abuse of the use of insecti- 
cides and pesticides, high levels of lead in 
their food, but little has been done to 
address these dangers. There were reports 
in recent years that mothers’ milk was 
found to contain DDT. Many people con- 
tend that the rate of cancer in this country 
is constantly on the rise. It is therefore 
refreshing that the consumer society has 
finally decided to take the bull by the horns 
on a very serious matter that affects the life 
and health of consumers by suing some of 
the people that could be implicated in the 
water crisis. The new precedent would sure- 
ly make officials and nonofficials alike more 
careful in dispensing their duties. This 
breaking of new legal grounds should set 
the stage for more legal class actions against 
not only state bodies but also private firms 
and companies who could also be found 
negligent in dealing with consumers’ rights. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra'i's Fahed Fanek commented on the expected 
reshuffle or entire change of the present government. 
Under the prevailing circumstances, a mere reshuffle 
will not satisfy the people. Fanck said. The introduction 
of a new government, standing for a completely new set 
of policies and ready to take a new approach to handle 
current and future problems, is what Jordan really 
needs, according to the writer. He said the fault for the 
current crisis does not iie with individual members of 
government, but with the set of principles by which this 
government has been guided. According to Fanek, the 
former minister of water and irrigation resigned in 
haste. The writer said Munther Haddudin is very quali- 
fied — “probably one of the best qualified water- 
experts in the .Arab World." Fanek also praise the cre- 
dentials of Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali. but 
added that a government cannot rule if it has lost the 
backing of the people. 


A1 Dustour’s Jihad Momani, commenting on the 
significance of U.S. President Bill Clinton's sworn tes- 
timony before a grand jury, said the American adminis- 
tration is detested by most of the nations in the world 
for its hideous patronising foreign policy. 
Nevertheless, the writer said, the world admires the 
United States not only because it is the major power, 
but for its true embodiment of democracy, which 
according to the writer, rarely exists in the world, even 
if most nations that claim democracies. The writer said 
he was impressed by the U.S. Constitution for not 
exempting die head of the stare from being questioned. 
He said what counts in America is the good of the 
nation, not the individual. Everyone there is subject to 
the law. Momani said. 


Concrete steps worthy of applause 


A WEEK OR so ago. the local press, quoting Jordan 
News Agency (Petra), reported the following interesting 
item: “A local women’s group has assumed responsibili- 
ty for transforming pan of an old garbage dump into a 
public garden in what is seen as a pioneering step on the 
part of women's organisations in Jordan.” The said plot 
of land (about 50 dunums ) is located in Marka. a key area 
in the east Amman district. The project, sponsored by 
The Productive Women Society, is supported by the 
Municipality of Greater Amman, which is donating the 
50 dunums, the United Nations Development 
Programme, which is allocating 546,000 to partly 
finance the scheme, the Ministry of Agriculture, which is 
providing “tree saplings and tree planting expertise.” and 
the Jordan Environment Society, which is donating 
equipment for “a drip-irrigation system.” 

The news is indeed interesting, and one reads it with a 
degree of both satisfaction and joy. Satisfaction and joy? 
Why? Well, many reasons. 

For one thing, the intended project is ecologically sig- 
nificant; it is certainly indicative of an increasing aware- 
ness on the part of many organisations and individuals in 
our society of the importance of the environment in 
which we live. Though serious interest or concern over 
the environment is a fairly recent phenomenon, locally 
and globally, we in this part of the world have been 
responding fairly positively and reasonably to calls for a 
healthier, c/eaner environment. 

Undeniably, there are many upsetting practices at the 
level of individuals and institutions, many bad habits, 
and many abuses of the environment. Nevertheless, a 
careful observer cannot but notice an evident shift in the 
vigour and intensity of our environmental discourse 


between, say. the sixties and seventies on the one hand 
and the late eighties and nineties on the other. There have 
also been several sincere efforts exeried with the aim of 
making our environment more liveable. The cleanliness 
of Amman and other major cities in the Kingdom is just 
one example of how speedily (relatively speaking) our 
society is responding. The recent emphasis on ISO 14000 
for factories and companies is another example. 

Secondly, the said project is important in the specific 
context of eastern Amman itself. I am amply familiar 
with Marka and other neighbourhoods in eastern 
Amman. The overall quality of the environment in these 
areas is still way below acceptable standards. Indeed, the 
contrasr between western and eastern Amman is quite 
stark. In the latter, the sewage system is constantly leak- 
ing. large vehicles (which pollute both the air unto which 
they emit poisonous fumes with abundance and the 
ground on which they park and unto which they spill sub- 
stances of sorts) make a home for themselves amidst 
peoples' homes, playgrounds for children are scarce, gar- 
dens are not as frequent as one would want to, many 
sidewalks ( if you can call them that) are entirely free of 
trees or flowers. While the streets are (generally) kept 
clean, the many empty spaces in the midst of shabby 
homes are not’ In the summer, such spaces produce 
incredible amounts of dust: in the winter, incredible 
amounts of mud. Without a doubt, eastern Amman needs 
a serious face-lift. 

Thirdly, we live in a part of the globe whose present- 
day culture is obsessed (plagued, I should say) with the- 
ories. lectures and sermons. We say a lot and do very lit- 
tle. More than opinions, ideas, suggestions and sermons, 
we need concrete projects that get implemented. We want 


acts and deeds. The said project is indeed a blessing 
SLause it ts specific, precise, concrete, tangtble and 

^ -Humble" is also a key word. In our present day cul- 
ture we tend to recognise (primarily. .f not exclusively) 
the importance of huge, mythic and I naturally) unrealis- 
tic schemes, dreams and aspirations. We worship tag 
enterprises, immense ideas, and great absmcUons^We 
want to eradicate poverty, put an end to unemployment 
and achieve economic prosperity — all together and 
ovemisht. We rarely think of humble, simple but neces- 
sary acts, projects, and schemes. 

Fourthly; our present-day culture ts not very good at 
taking the initiative to do things. We are generally pas- 
sive m d lack self-reliance. At the individual level, we 
always expect “others" to do things for us. At the institu- 
tional level, we always expect the government or the 
public sector to do things for us. The said project is an 
excellent example of the spirit of initiative-taking. But 
the said project is also a cooperative venture. It is the out- 
come of the joint effort — u happy marriage, if you will 
— of GOs (governmental organisations) and NGOs 
( non-go ve mm ental organisations). 

Having said that, l wish to stress the point that our so- 
caiied popular areas (eastern, southern, and northern 
Amman, as well as most of the neighbourhoods in our 
major cities and towns) need serious voluntary work, and 
many precise, specific and concrete projects such as the 
one 1 have just commented on. There is a lot of room still 
(in addition to the many things that have been done by 
both GOs and NGOs) for improvement and face-lifting 
in these areas. And there is a lot of room for personal ini- 
tiatives and simple and humble projects. 


New rules, old attitudes 


Letters 


By Riad A1 Khouri 


MANY SUMMERS ago. I spent a vaca- 
tion working as a research assistant at 
the headquarters of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT). It was my First contact with the 
big bad world of international trade 
negotiations, as opposed to the neat sim- 
plifications of undergraduate texts. In a 
kind of loss of innocence. I put aside 
some of the elegant formulations of eco- 
nomic theory and wallowed in a mass of 
detail regarding contentions in the inter- 
national trade of textiles and other 
goods which GATT was trying to settle. 
As a student of economics. I ended up 
loving the work, but I shuddered to 
think of how the rest of the world took 
to GATT’s strictures. 

The simple fact is that GATT and its 
young daughter the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) involve a mass of 
rules. Jordanians will find this out with 
membership of the WTO (hopefully in 
1999).The goal of WTO is freer trade: 
the reality is a plethora of regulations 
which, though aiming for unrestricted 
international commerce, can neverthe- 
less be complicated. In the long run. the 
trade side of the New World Order is 
supposed to make life easier for all; in 
the short run. adjustment may be com- 
plicated. though not necessarily in the 
way that some people think. 

What then is the reality of Jordan's 
WTO membership? For the moment, far 
from making our lives more difficult. 
Jordan's application to join the WTO 
has already led to a more liberal and 
open foreign trade regime, as tariff and 
non-tariff trade barriers are lowered. 
Overall tariff levels, the number of 
rates, and the degree of tariff differen- 
tials afforded to different products and 
industries have been reduced. As a 
result. Jordan now has only six tariff 
bands (ranging from zero to 40 per 


cent), and the maximum tariff rate is 
due to be set at 30 per cent soon, with 
only a few exceptions. The Fiscal short- 
fall is being made up by the Sales Tax. 
but this conforms to the rules, of free 
trade; allow goods into the country, and 
then tax them, instead of putting barri- 
ers to the actual entry of foreign prod- 
ucts. 

This is the so-called “level playing 
Field” of which our friends from 
Washington and Brussels are fond of 
reminding us. Of course a level playing 
Field between the footballers of Brazil 
and, say, Micronesia will usually result 
in a Brazilian victory. The general idea 
is for the Micronesians to train hard and 
one day come up to the standard of the 
Brazilians. In the. same way,. removing 
barriers to trade will in the short run 
mean more foreign imports into Jordan, 
with the enhancement of expons taking 
more time. 

So as the playing field is getting lev- 
elled. trade between Jordan and the rest 
of the world is becoming less restricted. 
Nevertheless, the Jordanian trade 
regime is still full of areas where free 
commerce is not the rule. Over 20 per 
cent of the value of the country's 
imports in 1997 were restricted by law 
to a few companies, and special 
approval is required to import a wide 
variety of other goods. The same is true 
of exports, with certain goods requiring 
permission from authorised bodies, and 
others restricted to export by certain 
organisations. The latter made up an 
even higher percentage of the value of 
exports last year than for restricted 
imports. Such measures will be phased 
out as Jordan enters the WTO. This will 
cause a few’ companies and some people 
to complain: such complaints will have 
to be dealt with, not least by an open 
and enlightened government and a free 
press. 

Subsidies are also a sore point with the 


WTO. In fact. Jordan subsidises some 
exports (through income tax exemption) 
to non-Arab markets of sales of non-tra- 
ditional products (effectively most 
goods, except phosphates, potash, and 
fresh fruits and vegetables) to encour- 
age exporters to diversify. Up till 1990- 
1, Jordan’s exports were mainly to Arab 
countries. Jordan's economy has since 
suffered from that pattern of trade, as 
well as the country's limited types of 
exports. So this subsidy was introduced. 

In fact, such a practice is not in con- 
formity with WTO requirements, and in 
due course the subsidy will have to be 
eliminated. This is going to make some 
exporters angry, but the new rules will 
have to be explained to them, and they 
will also probably have to get some help 
in upgrading their products to make 
them more competitive. Here again, 
smart moves by the government will be 
needed, and an unfettered professional 
media will also help in clarifying this 
process. 

The bottom line is that the rules of 
international trade are changing, and 
Jordan will have to change with them. 
Introducing new laws and regulations is 
not the only tricky part; getting 
Jordanians to adopt new mentalities is 
going to be more difficult. The man in 
the street still tends to look at the WTO 
as yet another foreign ogre. This is 
probably not true: the difficulty is 
explaining this to Jordanians whose 
lives have been negatively influenced 
by things foreign for too long. Is the 
government up to leading this process 
of change, and will the press be allowed 
to play its part in it? The answers to 
these vital questions arc still far from 
encouraging. 


The reservoir solution 


To the editor: 


THE WATER crisis we currently are fac- 
ing. especially those of us who live in 
west Amman, should prompt us to a very 
simple solution to this debacle. 

TTie late Prime Minister Wasfi Tal (may 
his soul rest in peace) already advocated 
and drew our attention to this simple and 
easy solution. That was and still is to dig a 
reservoir to collect rain water for each and 
every household and big building. 

If l am not mistaken, the Greater Amman 
Municipality (GAM) does not grant per- 
mits to construct buildings unless a reser- 
voir is dug. But I believe many people 
have evaded the GAM's rule and (he GAM 
itself didn't follow up on enforcing this 
rule. 

Had home owners dug reservoirs (which 
1 believe they could have afforded to do) 
we wouldn't have seen men and women of 
well-to-do families in Svveifiyeh and Um 
Uiheina running after water cankers beg- 
ging them to sell them enough water just to 
be able to shave and have a shower no mat- 
ter what (he prices were. 

This crisis should encourage everyone to 
dig reservoirs in their gardens so no one 
would suffer anv more. 


Akef Adib Qusous 
Amman 


The writer is director of the J or Jan 
Economic Development Association. He 
contributed this article let the Jordan 
Times. 


The Jordan Tunes welcomes letters and con * 
triburions from its readers on any issue they 
wish to tackle. Letters intended for publication 
should contain the writer’s full name and 
preferably address as well. Names can be 
withheld upon request but only under special 
circumstances. Letters arc subject to editing 
and abridging. 


Tourism — Learning the mechanisms of competitive growth 


Bv Waleed A. Hazbun 


IN HIS article (Jordan Times. Aug. 
1. 1998) Riad Khouri suggested in 
these pages that tourism could 
soon twcome the fuel needed to 
propel the growth of the Jordanian 
economy. While 1 agree that 
tourism development could 
become a catalyst to the economy. 
I fear that too often people assume 
that this process will unfold simply 
from increased flows of tourists. 
Instead the mechanism I wish to 
highlight has more to do with how 
increased levels of private invest- 
ment. international aid. and even- 
tually revenues in tourism may 
give Jordanian lourism firms (such 
as hotels, travel agencies, crafts 
shops etc.) an opportunity to learn 
to organise and manage them- 
selves, and the sector as' a whole, 
better. This mobilisation of the .sec- 
tor can itself serve, by example, as 
a propeller to the economy dealing 
with the pressures of economic 
globalisation. 

As Khouri points oul the foreign 
exchange and jobs the tourism sec- 
tor provides the economy are vital 
to its health. And 1 also agree that 
tourism is a sector that has been 
able to benefit somewhat from 
“peace." But to understand how 
such benefits can become fuel for 
economic growth is not as simple 
as il may appear from looking at 
projections for tourist arrivals. 

Jordan has had many forms of 
revenue inflow (such as worker 


remittances), but rarely have these 
led directly to the development of 
competitive firms and sustainable 
development. 

In particular, h is the metaphor of 
the Airbus as the fuiurc image of 
the economy with which I want to 
lake issue. 1 Find this a useful 
image to consider even if the 
author might not have meant the 
metaphor as literally as I will take 
it. In his essay. Khouri writes (hat 
Jordan could transform iis econo- 
my from a “propeller-driven 
affair” to “an Airbus jelling 
through the economic stratosphere, 
with — because of a rush of 
tourists — no empty scats.” The 
danger I see in this metaphor (and 
a similar notion held by m;iny in 
the tourism industry) is that il sug- 
gests that struggling firms faced 
with, for example, severe over- 
capacity and heavy debt may meet 
their saviour in the Form of a rush 
of the millennium tourists. 

One obvious pitfall is that this 
rush will be smaller than anticipat- 
ed and will die off quickly just as 
the flood of tourists did after 1995. 
In the end most Jordanian firms 
may have learned little about the 
production of tourist services from 
this period of high inflow. Thus, 
the fear is that even if tourism 
inflow's continue to increase after 
2000 (still an open question!, the 
economy may again see a sinking 
of investment in creating capacity 
with little thought about how die 
value-added of tourism products is 


created and how firms and govern- 
ment agencies might reorganise 
themselves and (heir operations to 
become more competitive locally 
and globally. 

Instead ol wailing around for the 
Airbus to fill up (he industry, rele- 
vant Mate authorities should be 
seeking to promote products value 
and develop strategic management 
and organisational skills. 

If Jordanian firms learn how to 
make the product of Jordanian 
tourism better and possibly unique 
in the region, then the propulsion 
to the economy will not be just in 
terms of a short term boost in for- 
eign exchange or jobs, but the 
experience of producing a world 
class product in a globally compet- 
itive industry'. 

Key to this challenge is the reali- 
sation that international tourism 
can he a knowledge, skill, and 
inicrprctation-rich sector. 

rhis becomes crucial if Jordan 
wishes to avoid the development 
of low-cost mass tourism which 
dominates much of the Tunisian 
ami Israeli tourism sectors. In other 
words, we need not just increase 
our capacity (more hotel rooms, 
tourist buses) but to increase the 
quality of our tourist services and 
the richness of tourism experi- 
ences. 

The actual mechanisms needed 
for achieving this sort of develop- 
ment vary by firm and activity, but 
some general strategies can be sug- 
gested: The first is that skill train- 


ing and retraining of everyone 
from the kitchen staff to tour 
guides should be invigorated and 
performance should be monitored 
and benchmarked tthai is they 
should be compelled to increase 
their performance over time). 

Another key demand is that firms 
should learn lo innovate them- 
selves and not simply imitate what 
another .successful firm has done 
bctorc them. This requires both 
knowledge of the production of 
lourism services as well as a good 
understanding of the possible mar- 

, kets. 

Some of the most successful 
operations in the private, public, 
and NGO (non-governmental 
organisation) sectors in Jordan arc 
organisations which are not 
weighed down by old. ossifying 
hierarchies which limit the innova- 
tion and adaptability needed for 
instituting the change mentioned 
above. In each organisation trained 
and capable staffs should be given 
well defined tasks and the autono- 
my to cany them out. Their expe- 
riences and ideas should be passed 
back to management such that a 
learning function should come to 
replace the monitoring function of 
this relationship. 

The benefits gained from suc- 
cessful tourism development need 
not be limited to the economic 
sphere. Fur example, ihc environ- 
mental impacts of tourism is an 
issue everyone should he con- 
cerned about. The lourj.vm sector 


and relevant NGOs could team up 
to promote both cost cutting, as 
well as. environmental sustainabil- 
ity by installing water saving 
devices and promoting awareness 
of water conservation. 

Firms in developing economies 
are generally thought to be risk- 
adverse and only in search of low 
risk, short term profits. This son of 
behaviour leads to less emphasis 
on long term strategy, innovation, 
and reorganisation. The 
opportunity presented to the 
tourism sector now is that the cur- 
rent invest and aid. ax well as. the 
expected increase of tourist flows 
in the year 2000 can encourage 
innovations, improvement, reor- 
ganisations by willing firms. While 
there arc signs throughout the sec- 
tor of such transformations under 
way. it is far from certain Chat these 
ongoing efforts will be enough io 
turn the sector into a propeller 
economic growth. The tourism 
sector should mobilise its associa- 
tions to promote innovation otjd 
the state should encourage public 
institutions to guide these iransfor- 
mations forward. 


The writer is working on his Ph-& 
thesis on the development of 
tourism industry in the 
World, at the Department 
Political Science of 
Massachusetts Institute « 
Technology i„ Cambridtf’ 
Massachusetts. He contribute 
this article to the Jordan Times. 
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Awards abound 


IT IS diffi- 
cult to catch 
up with Dr. 

Marwan 
Kamal these 
Jays. As sec- 
retary gener- 
al of the 
Association 
of Arab 
Universities, 

Kamal is 
often abroad 
touching 
base with the 
142 institu- 
tions of high- 
er learning 
throughout 
the Arab 
World which 
are mem- 
bers of the Dr. Marwan Kamal 
AAU. 

Recent news on the home front is that a Royal Decree 
was issued allowing the former Minister of Agriculture 
(May 93-Dec. 93), a U.S.-graduated chemist, to carrv 
France 's most prestigious medal of honour, Chevalier 
dans L'Ordre de la Legion d'Honneur, created by 
Napoleon I. The medal was presented to Kamal by 
French Ambassador Bernard Bajolet in recognition of 
his efforts in developing and strengthening the cultural 
and scientific ties between Jordan and France, especial- 
ly in higher education. Kamal was president of the Uni- 
versity of Bahrain and Yarmouk University in Irbid. He 
has published several articles in scientific journals and 
has contributed to 28 U.S. and several European and 


Japanese patents. He obtained his Ph.D. in chemistry 
from the University of Pittsburgh , and has two masters 
degrees, one in chemistry from De Paul University and 
an MBA in management from the University of Minneso- 
ta. Kamal is also currently vice president of the Jordan . 
Society for Graduates of American Universities and 
Institutes and president of the National Society for Social 
Defence. 

**** 

POSTPONED DEPARTURE: For those of you who 
have been invited to a farewell reception for Iraqi 
Ambassador to Jordan Nouri Ismail Oweiss and who 
have not read or heard about the cancellation of the Aug. 
22 event, consider yourselves hereby notified. Ambas- 
sador Oweiss war originally scheduled to end his tour of 
duty in late summer, but the embassy placed advertise- 
ments in the local Arabic press announcing that the 
reception had been cancelled. Embassy officials said the 
ambassador would now.be staying on in Amman until 
October. They did not say why Oweiss ’ assignment had 
been extended a few months. The ad contained warmed 
greetings of "love and happiness” from Oweiss to all his 
guests, and his hopes of seeing them again in the future. 

**** 

SPLIT UP: Over at our national air carrier it appears 
management was unable to find anyone to fill Munib 
Toukan's shoes as head of Royal Jordanian’s Public 
Relations Department. Following Toukan's late June 
retirement, the airline executives decided to dismantle 
the entire PR department and have dispatched the staff to 
various other sectors, mainly in Marketing & Sales, 
headed by Vice President Dr. Majdi Sabri, and Adminis- 
tration headed by Vice President Zuhair Dahman. Offi- 


cials have said the move is in line with the streamlining 
of the company as part of its goal towards commerciali- 
sation and eventual privatisation. Some PR veterans 
from the old days were saddened by the decision, if only 
for sentimental reasons. 

**** 

WAY TO GO ANANDH: Those of you who remember 

our former front page editor P. V. Vivekanand who left 
Jordan to continue his career in journalism in the Gulf 
will be happy to hear that he was awarded ’ the 
International Journalists Congress "Journalist of the 
Year ” Award. The presentation of the honour look place 
at a ceremony held at the IJC office in New York on 
August J6. Presenting the award, which includes a 
plaque, a cash prize and a collection of rare Japanese 
woodprints, IJC President Takashi Kakuma paid tribute 
to Vivekanand' s “ highly positive contribution to the 
information media in the Middle East region. Particular- 
ly noteworthy are his accurate and in-depth analyses of 
developments in that troubled area of the world since the 
1980s.” said Mr. Kakuma. The IJC, a non-profit organi- 
sation which has links with media professionals in more 
than 75 countries, rook Vivekanand' s "long professional 
involvement in covering the Iraq crisis and the Middle 
East peace process" as one of the main bases for grant- 
ing the prestigious award to the Indian journalist. The 
IJC citation specifically refers to Vivekanand' s nearly 
20-year-old association with the Jordan Times, and notes 
that “he interacted closely with dramatic change that the 
print media in Jordan underwent during this period.” 
The award citation also highlighted the “ valuable con- 
tribution Vivekanand made to developing the talents and 
skills of young journalists" in Jordan and several other 
neighbouring countries. Vivekanand, 46, now series as 
deputy editor of the Sharjah-based Gulf Today, an Eng- 



Inte relational Journalists Congress President Takashi 
Kakuma presents the * Journalist of the Year' Award to 
. P.V. Vivekanand in New York 


lish-language daily which he joined in May J998. The 
International Journalists Congress, founded in 1975 by 
Takashi Kakuma. is based in Tokyo and maintains direct 
presence in the U.S., Europe, the Middle East and Asia. 


Jennifer Hamarneh 



Too 
hot 
to 
handle 

By Jean-Claude Elias 

IN THE early days of 
the computers it was 
inconceivable to oper- 
ate the machines with- 
out adequate air condi- 
tioning (A/C). Actually 
the very first units built 
in the late forties had a 
number of primitive, 
hard blowing fans posi- 
tioned around them, 
much like the domestic 
fans we still use now to 
cool homes or offices 
where real air condi- 
tioning is not an 
absolute necessity or is 
too expensive to be jus- 
tified. 

A/C is still important 
today for large comput- 
er installations in 
major businesses and 
organisations. In criti- 
cal cases a system 
called “precision air 
conditioning" would be 
installed. Such a sys- 
tem does not only 
ensure a stabilised tem- 
perature but also a pre- 
defined level of humid- 
ity. 

Modem PCs are more 
tolerant and can with- 
stand important varia- 
tions of temperatures. 
It is said that as long as 
the person operating a 
PC can stand the heat 
(or the cold) of the 
room, the computer 
can. 

Recently however, 
users have discovered 
that Intel's Pentium II 
processor, the fastest 
CPU for PCs on the 
market, produces much 
more heat than older 
Pentium models. This 
heat, of course, must be 
evacuated from inside 
the PC’s casing to the 
outside. The small 
cooler fan that is 
directly attached to the 
processor does a good 
part of the job, but 
sometimes it is just not 
enough. In addition to 
the Pentium II CPU 
problem, the new types 
of fast hard disks and 
recordable CD-ROM 
drives also produce 
more heat than previ- 
ous models. AI1 this 
makes a PC that is 
more at risk than its 
predecessors, because 
of overheating prob- 
lems. 

Does that mean that 


chip talk 



we're going backwards 
in terms of user-friend- 
liness and that A/C is 
now a must for a Pen 
tium II PC fitted with a 
hard disk revolving at 
7,200 rpm or more, and 
a 4xSpeed writeabje 
CD drive? Not neces- 
sarily but if your bud- 
get allows it, the 
answer is a definite 
yes, do offer your PC 
the luxury of A/C. 

For the vast majority 
of us placing the com- 
puter in an unobstruct- 
ed. naturally well-ven- 
tilated area should be 
enough. Do not for 
instance leave the 
machine in direct sun- 
light or under a desk 
that is closed from two 
or three sides. 

Because overheating 
can result in a variety 
of problems ranging 
from a disastrous, com- 
plete CPU failure to the 
computer simply slow- 
ing down, even if A/C 
is available and the 
equipment is well ven- 
tilated, a simple extra 
precaution is recom- 
mended. It consists of 
installing a tiny tem- 
perature control device 
inside the computer’s 
case. 

At about $15 the 
device is inexpensive 
and is worth every cent. 
It is unfortunately 
unavailable in Jordan 
for the time being. It 
installs in seconds, it 
monitors the internal 
temperature of the Pen- 
tium II and issues a 
loud alarm if for one 
reason or another it 
exceeds 1 10°F or 
43.4°C. 

Some brands of com- 
puter come already fit- 
ted with a temperature 
alarm, the most sophis- 
ticated of them display- 
ing a warning on the 
screen and even shut- 
ting off the system 
until it cools down to 
operable temperatures. 
If summer continues at 
these heat levels, or if 
next summer proves to 
be as hot as this one, 
pampering your 

beloved PC by protect- 
ing it from overheating 
will almost be a moral 
obligation. 


Porto: Sweet wine and old lanes full of flowers and gold 


By Susanne Bimmeyer 

PORTO — Is it called 
Porto or Oporto? 

One popular explana- 
tion for the confusion 
over the name of Portu- 
gal’s second largest city 
is that British wine 
exporters once so fell in 
love with the place and its 
most famous product that 
they would exclaim “Oh. 
Porto!” whenever it was 
mentioned. 

“ The Portuguese, howev- 
er, simply call the city 
Porto. 

The modem city of 
Portu-Cale is situated on 
the site of the first Chris- 
tian fortress. 

Porto and Vila Nova de 
Gaia — or just Gaia for 
short — on the opposite 
bank of the River Douro, 
are proud testimony to 
Portu-Cale ’s significance 
for Portuguese history. 
Their long-term competi- 
tor Lisbon may well be 
the capital, but the coun- 
try gained its name from 
Porto and Gaia. 

And port wine is also 
named after it — even 
though it does oot really 
come from here. The 
sweet wine is grown 
some 80 kilometres fur- 
ther inland on the upper 
reaches of the River 
Douro around the villages 
of Regua and Pinhao. 

It is grown on terTace- 
like slopes stretching 
almost as far as the Span- 
ish border. Grape pickers 
from the estates set out 
for the vineyards every 
year in September. 

Around 40 sorts of 
grape are harvested here, 
and then they are crushed 
the traditional way — 
under bare feet for many 
hours. Some vintners say 
grapes crushed by 
machine taste different. 
The young port wine is 
transported in kegs on flat 
sailing ships to Gaia, 
where it is stored, blend- 
ed and bottled in wine 
cellars called annazens. 

The besi place to sam- 
ple the ubiquitous sweet 
wine is on the Ribeira 
promenade, on the bank 
of the Douro on the Porto 
side, with views of Gaia 
and the two-storey Luis I 
Bridge built in 1886 by a 
pupil of Gustave Eiffel. 

Ribeira has the charm 
of a fishing village. "Hie 
tiled and crumbling 
facades of houses here 
are strewn with the laun- 
dry of three generations. 

People gather here on 
market days and in recent 
years an increasing num- 
ber of restaurants, cafes 
and night-clubs have 
opened here. Indeed, the 
Ribeira is the prefect 
place to take your first 
deep breath of Portuguese 


air. 

Even before the days of 
port wine, Porto was an 
important and wealthy 
trading centre. 

Gaia, on the other side 
of the river, was founded 
by King Alfonso UI in the 
23th century as a com- 
petitor because he 
believed the Bishop of 
Porto was demanding 
outrageous taxes. 

Port wine was only 
“invented" by British 
merchants in the I7th 
century. They wanted to 
establish a trade in Douro 
wines, but found that they 
turned sour during trans- 
portation. 

So the British blended 
the wine with brandy in 
order to stop fermenta- 
tion. The result was an 
extremely tasteful liqueur 
wine, and the sweeter it 
was, the more aromatic it 
was. 

Before the Douro vint- 
ners could turn around, 
the British had refined 
the process, patented it 
and, owing to lack of 
space in Porto, had 
bought storage space for 
it on the river in Gaia. 

These annazens are 
today open to visitors in 
the mornings, usually 
without previous appoint- 
ment. There you can learn 
the difference between 
tawny, vintage, ruby and 
white, and taste the dif- 
ferent varieties for your- 
selves. 

But Porto has far more 
to offer than just wine. 
The “Se” cathedral — 
named after the sede, the 
bishop's seat — towers 
above the city like a 
fortress. Although work 
began on it in the I3th 
century, it was only fin- 
ished in the 18th. This 
has made for a colourful 
mixture which is well 
worth a visit. 

Gold and silver from 
Brazil were used to make 
unique treasures here 
such as the silver panel in 
the chapel next to the pul- 
pit. The Portuguese liking 
for tiled walls was turned 
into a dream of blue and 
white in the staircase and 
the cloister of the adja- 
cent abbey. 

Visitors to the quarter 
just south of the Se cathe- 
dral are in for a surprise. 
Rua das Flores contains 
not just flowers but also 
gold in every imaginable 
form. The district is in a 
pitiful state even though 
UNESCO has declared 
Porto part of the world’s 
cultural heritage. 

Yet the lanes are full of 
people nishing to and 
from sites which still bear 
witness to the city's once 
abundant wealth. 

There is the 14th centu- 
ry Sao Francisco Church, 


the interior of which was 
decorated in the 18th cen- 
tury with more than 200 
kilogrammes of pure 
gold. 

Just round the comer is 
the Palacio da Bolsa. or 
stock exchange, where 
18th century rich mer- 
chant guilds documented 
their affluence for eterni- 
ty. 

The Bolsa's Arab hail 
has round Islamic arches, 
a mosque-style dome and 
everything is clad in gold 
and cobalt, making it 
look more like the 
Alhambra than a stock 
exchange. 

Also worth a visit is the 
Sao Bento railway station 
situated immediately 
below the cathedral on 
the Praca Almeida Gar- 
rett. Its entrance hall is 
decorated with giant tile 
scenes depicting life at 
the beginning of this cen- 
tury. There are rural and 
urban scenes, and scenes 
of festivals in Porto. 

From this station you 
can take a train to Barce- 
los, some 40 kilometres 
north of Porto and 10 
kilometres west of the 
pretty town of Braga, 
which awakens from its 
slumber each Tuesday for 
a large market. 

This is an excellent 
place to buy Portuguese 
ceramics — tiles, pots, 
plates and bowls, jars and 
tumblers. The town is 
also the home of the leg- 
end of the Barcelos roost- 
er. 

According to one story 
it saved an innocent man 
from the gallows by ris- 
ing up and crowing, 
despite having been 
plucked and roasted. It 
was taken to be a sign 
from God. The Barcelos 
rooster took a special 
hold on Portuguese folk 
an and has become the 
national symbol of Portu- 
gal. 

Another 25 kilometres 
to the west, on the 
Atlantic coast, is the pic- 
turesque town of Viana do 
Castelo. During the 15th 
century it was an impor- 
tant fishing and trade port 
and amassed the neces- 
sary funds to fill the city 
with splendid residences, 
generous squares and a 
cathedral. 

This is the right place to 
breathe in the sea air, to 
sit and watch the hustle 
and bustle from beneath a 
sun shade and to lose 
yourself in lanes and hid- 
den comers. 

Back in Porto, tourists 
should also visit the 
younger “old” town, situ- 
ated on the bill above the 
cathedral. 

Its main shopping lanes, 
the Rua Santa Catarina 
and the Rua de Sa de 


Bandeira, are pedestrian 
zones. The magnificent 
1 9th century residences 
nowadays have every- 
thing the heart desires. 

The fashionable Cafe 
Majestic is at the upper 
end of Rua Santa Catari- 
na. fts art nouveau and art 
deco interior offers the 
perfect atmosphere for 
resting and watching the 
world go by. 

If even these surround- 
ings do not inspire you to 
sample a glass of port 
wine, then have another 


go at the Ribeira quarter 
along the river. 

The restaurants in the 
quayside cellars here 
offer Porto's finest wines 
and cuisine. Maize bread 
and Caldo Verde, a green 
cabbage soup, pastries, 
fish and seafood are 
served here, inevitably 
with a sip of port wine. 

Information : 

Destination: Porto is sit- 
uated . 312 kilometres 
north of Portuguese capi- 
tal Lisbon. It has 300.000 


inhabitants. 

Currency: Portuguese 

escudos often abbreviated 
by the dollar symbol $ or 
PTE. 

Ideal time to visit and cli- 
mate: Porto is a good 
year- found destination 

thanks to its location on 
the Atlantic. Winters are 
mild but wet with frequent 
rain. Summers are never 
very hot. 

— Deutsche Presse-Agentur 







ASSOCIATED BOARD 

OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 


Your Key to International Music Standards 

exominotions suitable for candidates of all music abilities 

Pre-College (Preparatory/Grades I -8, Advanced 
Cetrtificate) 

1. Practical Examinations: 

* Piano 

* Bowed Strings 
Woodwind and Brass 

* Harpsichord 

* Organ ..... • - 

* Guitar ’ ;1: [' 

* Harp 

* Singing 

* Chamber Ensembles 

2. Theory of Music 

3. Practical Musicianship 

College (Licentiate Royal Schools of Music) 

* Composition 

* Music for the School Curriculum 
*Teaching 

* Perfqnna^^^^^; 

* Conducting’ 

* Piano Accompaniment 

■ r *r.-\ a v • 

Registration will start on Saturday, 22 August 1998. 


Syllabuses and leaflets may be obtained from the 
Local Representative: 

The National Music Conservatory/Noor AI Hussein Foundation 
Jabal Amman, Atiyat Building , Behind the Embassy of Kuwait 
P.O.Box 926687, Postal Code 11110 Amman 
- Tel 962-6-5687620 or 5605772 
E-nudl: nmc@go.com.jo 
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Jordan, Israel agree to facilitate flow of produce 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

Special lo ike Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Jordan and 
Israel have signed a protocol 
lo facilitate the flow of agri- 
cultural produce to Palestin- 
ian self-rule areas and Israel, 
an Agriculture Ministry offi- 
cial said Wednesday. 

The pact, signed in Amman 
late on Tuesday, organises 
annual exports of farm pro- 
duce and dairy products. 


“The agreement is in favour 
of Jordan because Israel 
undertook to import certain 
quantities of agriculture prod- 
ucts all duty free and without 
a corresponding commitment 
on behalf of Jordan.'* said 
Ibrahim Abu Eteila, head of 
the ministry's planning 
department. 

Under the deal. Jordan can 
export a minimum of 50.000 
tonnes of vegetables and 
fruits. 300.000 sbeep, 900 


tonnes of olive oil and 1.000 
tonnes of jameed (dried 
yoghurt) and cheese to Israel 
each year. 

The protocol is part of an 
overall economic cooperation 
arid trade agreement signed 
three years ago to organise 
links after both countries 
signed a peace treaty in 1994. 

.The overall agreement pro- 
vides for the exchange of dif- 
ferent types of commodities 
included in three lists. The 


first offers a 100 per cent 
exemption of customs duty, 
the second up to 50 per cent 
and die third up to 20 per cent 

The exemption allowed Jor- 
danian commodities to be 
marketed in Israel at lower 
costs. 

Israeli goods entering Jor- 
dan are exempt from only 10 
per cent of custom duty. 

According to Tuesday's 
agreement Israel will take 
measures to ensure easier 



Advertisement appears as requested 


access of Jordanian goods to 
areas run by the Palestine 
National Authority (PNA). 

The Kingdom currently 
imports 35.000 tonnes of 
agricultural products from 
the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip every year under a 
renewable agreement signed 
in 1996. 

“The protocol will help fos- 
tering bilateral trade coopera- 
tion between Jordan and 
PNA areas.” said Abu Eteila. 

Under the agreement, Jor- 
danian products are allowed 
to flow into Israel any time of 
the year. 

“The Israeli side pledged to 
remove obstacles hindering 
agricultural exports to their 
side as well as to the Palestin- 
ian areas,” said Abu Eteila. 

Both sides also signed 
agreements covering veteri- 
nary cooperation and plant 
protection. 


Jordanian 
companies 
win more 
deals with Iraq 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
United Nations Sanctions 
Committee has recently 
approved seven contracts for 
Jordanian companies to sup- 
ply goods to Iraq at total cost 
of $7 million. The new con- 
tracts fall within the context of 
the memorandum of under- 
standing between Iraq and the 
United Nations as part of the 
oil-for-food deal. 

A spokesman for die Ministry 
of Industry and Trade said a 
total of 10 contracts worth 
$594567 has so far been 
approved by the Sanctions 
Committee under the Fourth 
memorandum of understand- 
ing. Under the new contracts. 
Jordan will supply Iraq with 
veterinary drugs, eggs, fodder 
concentrates, medicines, and 
milk powder. 

The source expected the 
Sanctions Committee to 
approve Jordanian contracts 
for the supply of vegetable oil 
to Iraq, saying that the oil con- 
tracts have been suspended on 
the grounds that prices are 
high. 
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prfrws as at 19/08/98 17:48 


Currency 
US Dollar 
DE Mark 
GB Sterling 
CH Franc 
JP Yen 
CA Dollar 

rrura 

NL Guilder 
FR Franc 


USD 


0.5551 

1.6206 

0.6616 

0.0070 

0.6524 

0.0006 

0.4921 

0.1666 


DEM 


1.8016 


2.9210 

119.16 

1.2510 

1.1749 

1.0136 

88.66 

0.2980 


0.6171 

0.3422 


0.4078 

0.4283 

0,4022 

0.3470 

0.3035 

0.1020 


CHF 

1.5114 


0.8389 

2.4437 


1.0497 

0.98GS 

0.0850 

74.39 

25-0004 


JPY 

143.87 


79.87 

233.26 

95.17 


1.06 

1236325 

70.78 

2340 


CAP 

1.5328 


0.8506 

24841 

1.0137 

1.0647 


0.8626 

0.7543 

0.2536 


ITL 


1777.40 

985.69 

2879.16 

1174.77 

1244 

1159410 


874.02 

33.60 


NLG 


2.0321 

1.1277 

3.2932 

134.37 

141.12 

1.3247 

1143 


33.6000 


FRFi 


6.0385 

34513 

9.7860 

34929 

4.1934 

34374 

3.3971 

24711 


Middle Eastern Currencies 


Currency 
US Dollar 
Jordan Dinar 
Saudi Riyal 
Bahrain Dinar 
Qatar Dinar 
Kuwait Dinar 
Emirates Dinar 

Lebanase/1000 

Egyptian 


USD 


14104 

04666 

2.65 

04747 

34520 

04723 

0.63. 

04923 


JOD 


0.7090 


0.1890 

14807 

0.1948 

24067 

0.1930 

04671 

*04072 


SAR 


3.7508 

54903 


9.9493 

1.0304 

12.1977 

1.0212 

2.4709 

1.0964 


BAH 


0.3770 

04317 

0.1005 


1.0304 

1.2260 

0.1026 

04483 

0.1102 


OAT 

3.6402 


5.1343 

047 

9.66 


1144 

0.9911 

2.3980 

1.0641 


KUW 

04075 


0.4337 

0.0820 

04157 

0.0846 


0.0837 

04026 

0.0899 


AED 

3.6728 

5.1803 

048 

9.74 

1.01 

11.94 


24195 

1.0736 


LBP 

1518.00 


2141.04 

404,71 

402643 

417.01 

4936.59 

41341 


443.73 


EGP 

34210 


44251 

04121 

9.0745 

04398 

04398 

04314 

24536 


Energy 


Oils 

Last 

reviou 

Brent 

0.00 

0.00 

W. Texas 

13.15 

13.10 

Bonny 

0.00 

0.00 

Dubai 

11.94 

12.07 

UL Gas 

136.00 

135.00 


Currency 

USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

SA Riyal 
AE Dtrtiam 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 

04666 

0.2723 

34520 

0.3770 

1.8837 

0.4805 

0.49065 

546166 

4.78011 

3.3947 

0.16451 

0.16801 

2.00682 

1.63666 

1.1623 

040316 

041173 

4.91884 

4.01123 

2.8483 

384833 

39.1988 

468.165 
381425 

271.166 


Metal Prices 


Metal 

Bid 

Offer 

Gold (oz's) 

284.1 

284.6 

Silver (oz's) 

5.1 

5.13 

Platinum (oz's) 

368.1 

370.1 

AL (3 Months) 

1325 

1328 

CU (3 Months) 

1626 

1628 

Zinc (3 Months) 

1045 

1048 

Lead (3 Months] 

539 

542 

Nl 13 Months) 

4000 

4020 


Period 

-1 - 
Month 

-3- 

Months 

-6- 

Months 

-1 - 
Year 

Cncy 

USD 

54484 

5.6875 

5.7188 

6.7188 

GBP 

7.6914 

7.7500 

7.7500 

7.6406 

JPY 

0.5820 

04484 

0.6523 

0.6523 

DEM 

3.4688 

34000 

3.6211 

3.7344 

FRF 

3.5000 

1.8359 

14375 

2.0469 

CHF 

1.7578 

3.5625 

34289 

3.7852 

fTL 

5.0410 

44160 

4.6210 

- 



Index 

Value 

Chng 


Hfelfl 

Low 

PrCJs 

NewYork 

Newyork 

London 

Tokyo 

Paris 

Frankfurt 

DOW JONES 
S&P500 
FT-SE 100 
N1KK1E 225 
CAC40 
DAX 

8723.66 

110241 

5682.6 

1640644 

4138.69 

569641 

9.01 

1.11 

344 

342.55 

1544 

27.53 

0.1 

0.1 

041 

2-27 

0.37 

049 

8753.78 

110642 

57124 

16416.5 

4159.7 

6672.07 

8710.9 

1101.07 

56524 

151614 

41234 

559641 

8714.65 

11014 

58484 

15063.8 

412345 

5568.88 


* JOD Cross Rates 


Commodity 

Last 

Delivery 

Coffee (c/lbs) 

11443 

Spot 

Cocoa ($/ton) 

1939 

Spot 

Sugar (S/ton) 

2574 

Spot 

Wheat (S/ton) 

100 

Spot 

Soya (c/lbs) 

2445 

Spot 

Tea (stg/kg) 

126 

Spot 

Barley ($/bsh) 

0 

Spot 

Rice (S/ton) 

415 

Spot I 


Currency 

Buy 

Sen 

US Dollar 

0.708 

0.710 

GB Steriling 

1.1446 

1.1503 

DEMark 

0493 

0495 

CH Franc 

0.46» 

04713 

FR Franc 

0.1173 

0.1179 

JP Yen 

04896 

0492 

NL Guilder 

04486 

04503 

IT Lira 

04984 

04004 


FOR RENT 

In a pleasant unexpected residential atmosphere (Af 
Ribat Housing*). A furnished two storey apartment, 
semi-attached with a private entrance, 3 bedrooms, 
telephone, private garden, covered carpark. 

For more information call Bilal or Nida: 

Off. 4640253 H. 5811192 (2:30 p.m. onwards) 
M. 079 27952 

* A housing compound in Urn Al-Summaq. 300m south of 
Mc-Donalds. 


A GEM'S BEAUTY 
TRAVELS TO YOU ON 
A BEAM OF LIGHT 


Exclusivedesigns ** 
combining the traditional 
with the contemporary 


DA] AM 


Th e' architects of f ine Je wellery 

Amra Forum Ho(el Shoos. Phone : 5527! 15 Amman 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert WiBiams 


ACROSS 
1 Play guitar 
6 Health resorts 
10 Sailor's saint 

14 "Lovey Childs" 
author 

15 Language 
subtlety 

16 Las Vegas 
glitter 

17 Dominance 

18 Memory 
method 

19 Welfare. U.K.- 
styie 

20 Tried 

22 Judah's son 

23 Scruff 

24 English pnnee 
26 Breakfast (cod 
30 Get lost! 

32 Grace ending 

33 Reject a bill 
35 Attribute 
39 Posad 

comaxlrums 

41 Windward 
Islands nation 

43 Bewildered 

44 U.S. rocket 
launchers 

46 Prune 

47 State ot incfta 
49 Attacks 

51 Need for liquid 
54 Ugandan 
dictator 

56 Chamber 

57 Facing 
extinction 

63 First-class 

64 One with 
regrets 

65 Fred Astaire's 
sister 

66 Vandyke site 

67 Ornamental 
case 

68 V-farmation 
flyers 

69 Savoir-faire 

70 Pelion's 
partner 

71 Called oH 



THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 


GlASSEPGErJi 


VfcMlNMDE 

25 



“I became a bartender because 
it’s a great way to meet women!" 


Unscramble inese lour Jumties. 
one loiter 10 each square, to form 
lour ordinary words 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mike ArB*** 00 


□ 

fINEW 



f 't v 

-LA / 


□ 


DOLMY 



J 

uz 

□ 

n 


N 

ER 

VAG 


□ 

— 


□ 

n 


NARREB 


u 

L_m 

L 

□ 



WHY HE ENvJO/S 
A PUN. 


Answer; IT'S V ^ Y" "V Y Y 

A A ,A, ,1 A 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
farm mg surpnse answer, as tW 
(tested by the above cartoon. 

V Y "'p r 

Ai 


Saturdays 


(Answers tomonowi 
SKIMP AFRAID UTMOST 


Jumbles- FAMFn 

Arw„ f .r. U an ‘ , lVir' AFRAID Ul" 

-uE 3r " ,an ' ,0f an ^sttenaufs wedding — 
•Hfi -RITE' STUFF 


^ »7 ■' ■- - • ?•_ *. . ’ ’ j 4-* f' 1 


Zarqa n 

off large 


n; y, -!f 

' 1 V V 01 “ 

tills. , .U* 


<; F ,uad. ** 


He : 

nc 


(If 111 , P er 






’U^*- - 

, to implcn 
^ W.iicvt- m the 
^'.GnjW the surph 
^ JJld l«' ,n S haJ 

J ..lid 


Fj ; 'ud Jh-.'U; a ^ llcr b< 
;; per ceni -f ^ - 4 

efl Xu-ti m t^t depar 

^ turner ot mosev 
.-fep^men 

jjrd io lV. na ot ai 
Eijr>‘ ; ’ n ' not * ork 
Ult - munu'ip-« ,l > * nJ u ' e 
elhmGF^d lessee 


itK 


’All'' 


Tarawneh. 

take more tf 


., ACCORDING TO ‘ 
^reun -enerui of the 
lh d J.-rj^ijn labour r 
more ihjr, I *‘.000 non 
hut. he statistics 
a'meJ Joiihonties show 
double the figure. That n 
number m !* -reign labou 
uofr. miihi'U! i 

■Sum 1 -' -how a lev 
mu- ,md violations ri 


HORi 


FOREC AST FOR Th 


By Undo C. Block, 2 


' ARIES: (Mai 
' but don't spei 
ticket to win 
. spend too mui 
' the other one j 
that's all there 
j TAURUS: (A 
! up- but don’t 
you've been c 
! problems that 
you push hare 
1 by tomon-ow. 

• be easier. 

' GEMINI: CM 
: because you 
i . V «'H be 'able 
j fathered all th 
I You re goins 
jofl're alreadv 
^CER: (j 
, *Kks. you’ll 
you d, 
! spendin 
! trough your 
' °wr to save j 
i^dupiodel 
LEO: (July 2; 
; m ^ awesc 
J 3511 today. 
"Omance? AJ 
M a , 

tywmic and i 

^nd fun? Sh 

J® koines e; 

UB^ u ' n P^ 

SvK <Se P l 

Wrn^ U1 he 
d ° m the 

TPort 
tour, 


^ the 

V I 


fbulc 


)0u*| 


Jon 

bjy. 
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A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Zarqa mayor gives priority to laying 
off large number of excess manpower 


** “I CAN lay off 1 ,000 employees without 
affecting the work of the municipality” said 
Mustafa Fayyad, the mayor of Zarqa, in 
acknowledging the highly bloated cadre of 
the municipality. He indicated that 2,400 
employees take 55 per cent of the munici- 
pality's budget which amounts to JD10.34 
million this year. The remaining 45 per cent 
of the budget, the biggest in the history of 
Zarqa, goes to implement productive and 
service projects in the area. “We wish we 
can get rid of the surplus manpower but the 
economic and living hardships do not help," 
Fayyad said. 

Asked about a letter he sent to his assistant 
for technical affairs requesting the layoff of 
35 per cent of the 240 workers who are 
employed in that department, Fayyad said: 
“The number of those who do not work in 
the technical department is more than those 
who do work.” He added that a plan was 
prepared to get rid of all who are not need- 
ed. "Everyone not working need not stay in 
the municipality and we will seek to get rid 
of him,” Fayyad stressed. 


Replying to another question about the cir- 
cular he issued regarding work after official 
hours, he said that the circular came after 
finding out that a large number of the munic- 
ipality employees were having another 
work. "As such, they were earning two 
salaries and it is preferable that work be 
given to the jobless. As to those who had a 
second job we offered them to choose 
between working at the municipality or 
somewhere else," the mayor elaborated. 

Asked to comment on the municipality's 
plan to get rid of the non-Jordanian labour, 
the mayor said their number has dropped 
from 520,000 to 191,000. "Most of them 
work as sanitation labourers,” he said with- 
out specifying the measures that were taken 
to cut their numbers. However he explained 
char the municipality has given a number of 
incentives to the Jordanians who worked as 
samtation labourers. "They were given 
1.250 fils sanitation allowance per day in 
addition to the salaries plus the health and 
social insurance coverage/’.Fayyad conclud- 
ed (AI Ra’i). 


Tarawneh: Jordanian labour market cannot 
take more than 150,000 non-Jordanian workers 


** ACCORDING TO Saleh Tarawneh, the 
secretary general of the Ministry of Labour, 
the Jordanian labour market cannot take 
more than 150,000 non-Jordanian workers 
but, he -said, statistics issued by the con- 
cerned authorities show that the number is 
double the figure. That means there is a high 
number of foreign labour in the market who 
work without permits," he added. 

“Statistics show a lower number of per- 
mits and violations recorded since the 


beginning of this year compared to the same 
period of last year," he indicated noting that 
Jordanians are more and more accepting to 
work in jobs that were previously shunned 
such as sanitation workers. “For example, 
the number of sanitation workers at the 
Municipality of Greater Amman is 3.180 of 
whom only 1,071 are non-Jordanians who 
have work permit unlike other municipali- 
ties in the Kingdom that hire non-Jordanians 
without work permits," he said. 


^HOROSCOPE 
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C.Btdck, Tribune Media Services, Inc . 


ch : 21~ to April 19) You ’ re lucky in games, 
id- too, much money. You only need one 
i rbe lottery.- One note of caution: don’t 
-much time, \yith one friend if it would make 
s : jealous: You win have t o rake a decision;' 
..teistoit:. • ■ ' 

?S*. tApnI2Q to >fay '20) .Your nest is all stirred 

: ^(m’^*woipcy r Go ahead and take the action 

r ve.been ^nt^plarihg. There will be a couple of 
ilems th^pe^ witb^ but that's okay. If 

ij n^har ri now! yt^ean get esverything completed 
love and even the bard stuff will 

^easier.'/ ■ . . 

to -June 21) You’re smart, bur it’s 
^causc .ydu aik ;questions.: I>uiiag the next phase, 
^il be able-to doje^put the answers. That's why you 
laH r this anf^^bn*femeraber? Not to wony. 
P©k*re going to be great — if you’re not already. If 
^ v i ^ aire ady ; gi^ y6u , ff only get better. 

l^ER: (June’ 22 tc^ July 21) For the next several 
^you’U- .be' m6re_assenive about getting the 
Jney .ybu deserve.'-YouTl also be more aggressive 
joqt spending it. : Quite a bit ; of money could pass 
^iQgh^your hands . during this phase. Set your mind 
&tb save a certain amount, otherwise you could 
_.drup‘in.debt J u. . . '• , \ • - 

|g^9jtffy;22 to-Augnk 21)' The bottom line is. that 
wesqme I You ean have almost anything you 
What it' be? Fame? - Fortune? 
Romance? Aft ..of - the ■ above? ■ Be; diplomatic, but 
^rertive. Move quickly -but decisively. Be forceful, 
^ffinc^"and , insistent yet" gentle' and compassionate. 
1 SSutid fiXn?'Show everybodywhat a great authority fig- 
^^y^cah'be.Andyou-re cuddly, too! 

^0RGO August. 22 'to September 22) Somebody’s 
Shaping bn you and it's no fun. It’s like you're having 
^b^ fij^.&samibn^wheti^r yQU can he the perfect ser- 
yantrlf you .carTrormage-to do it; you’ll find your whole 
^&hectimes easier; ;Bd cheerful, thoughtful and precise 
^ndyouill pass- the lest..*.:. ... 

LIBRA: • {September 23 'tbOctober 22) You have good 
yAeaji - ahnur helping tithers, but you may nor be sure 
jicpv to put rHem.ih effect. Pick-an organisation that’s 
m tireicausetyoti care about most Offer your 
^ gppo rtrand within the established framework. 
P^^cobtribunoQ will'be highly appreciated. 
S^OtUPIO : (October 23 to .November 21) You could 
)^lurged' ? to take a stronger leadership position. This 
«owid=mean an increase in pay: You’ll have to come out 
sl^adews , h o w e ver, and let people know how 
mucbyotfNe accomplished. You don't have to ted them 
Sow? Letthetn tty to ^figure that out for themselves. 
^<HTIARn^:.<Nove mber 22 to December 21 j You 
re>i ilri Hti <m» gniyi ft th i n g tyou learned recently to achieve a 
that’s^ a tittfe/harder than you thought possible. 
Tba^the.'w^itdlways goes. When you learn more, 
you^re able to do-more. Looks like it's time to cake the 
^M^fep.'.Thiscould be fun. 

€AFRICOIWi (I>ecember 22 to January 20) There’s 
in$re" mopey going -out than coming in today. Be care- 
you^pend it: Don’t make a major investment if 
^pishaven^done all the- home w ork_ You should proba- 
-andsiow down a little. This could 
you spend. 

_ i^RHJS.vCJanuary 2Jfo February 1$) Continue to 
^^ihfermation and give irto'tbe person who needs 
^^^alEamcfe)it : .You- aiid your friend will be able 
t^at^mplish :almost anything you set out to do, but 
yxraJinust work, together. That ’s not always easy, but it’s 
*BT p < ^ 3 r> f ri^f -'now/ Rut 'aside your differences for a 




20) You’re in the mid- 
.phase. you’ll face this year. 
•^4pK^0)g;dofeg a good, job. Your own hunches 
^ilrefl^-ypuvto .be prepared and now you can 
STfeVork toad is intense, but you’re plowing 
' ’Vgtit, Things will lighten up tomorrow. 

(d^At^ust: Peridot — Golden Quartz 


Prices 

spiralling up 
in Moscow 
shops 

MOSCOW (.AFP) — Prices 
began rising here Wednesday 
as Russia’s shopowners and 
market traders, faced with a 
ruble crisis, repriced goods, 
locked up stock and can- 
celled sales. 

As the Russian banking 
system teetered on the brink 
of collapse and after the rou- 
ble's de facto devaluation 
Monday, many traders pre- 
ferred to hoard their stock 
rather than sell at current 
prices. 

“Prices went up immedi- 
ately,’’ sighed Tatiana 
Alexeyevna, after shopping 
in the Savelovsky market in 
the north of Moscow 
Wednesday. 

'I'm not going to panic. 
I've seen it all before,” said 
another middle-aged shopper 
— referring to price shifts in 
1992, when inflation mount- 
ed to 2,500 percent for the 
year, and in 1993 and 1994 
when prices rose by 900 per 
cent and 300 per cent respec- 
tively. 

Monday's devaluation has 
led to fears of a return ro sky- 
roefcetung prices. 


Debate 
continues on 
exempting 
industrial 
inputs from 
customs 

AMMAN (Petra) — 
Industry and Trade 

Minister Hani Mulki 
Wednesday said any deci- 
sion on exempting industri- 
al production inputs from 
customs and covering the 
ensuing shortage of funds 
should take into account its 
expected impact on both 
the private and public sec- 
tors, as well as consumers. 

In a statement to the press 
following a meeting attend- 
ed by members of the min- 
ister's consultative council, 
and the presidents of 
Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry in Amman and 
Zarqa, Mulki said the grad- 
ual exemption from cus- 
toms duties creates some 
distortions. 

“However, if differences 
continue to exist between 
the industrial and commer- 
cial sectors, then we'd bet- 
ter go for the gradual 
exemption option,'' the 
minister said. 

He added; "Although the 
ministry does not prefer 
this option, it will entertain 
the private sector's request 
without sacrificing the pub- 
lic interest.” 

Mulki noted that the 
gradual exemption 

approach, which has been 
followed in the past has 
mostly shown positive 
results. 

The minister said no 
agreement was reached in 
Wednesday's meeting on 
increasing the sales tax. 
However, he indicated, the 
increase will not be big if 
decided upon. 

He voiced hope that both 
the commercial and indus- 
trial sectors would reach a 
common ground on the 
industrial production inputs 
and making up for the 
shortage of revenues to the 
treasury. . 


Japan donates 
a bus to 
support the 
disabled in Karak 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
government of Japan has 
extended a grant of $27, 118 
to the Parents Council of 
Karak Centre for 
Rehabilitation and Care in 
order to purchase a small 
bus. The Karak Centre for 
Rehabilitation and Care, 
which is one of the main 
centre of the Ministry of 
Social Development, has 
been providing rehabilita- 
tion and education ro the 
disabled. Currently 65 peo- 
ple with physical and men- 
tal difficulties are being 
accommodated at the cen- 
tre. 
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PAST 12 

not — 


HOtfTHS COMPART' S HAKE 


P / E 


□IV. 


low 


so. 

or 

TRMW. 


NO. OF 
SHARES 


VALUE 

TRADED 

JO 


OPEN 

PRICK 


CLOSE 

PRICE 


CHANGE 


s 

355.500 

170-000 

JUUUS BASK 

18.5 

.88 

38 

2580 

S80575 

225.00 

226.00 

1 . 00 + 


2.100 

1.620 

joa.sAnoBAL me. 

13.5 

4.22 

8 

5S73 

9695 

1.65 

1.66 

. 01 + 


1.300 

-670 

HID. EAST nV.BK. 

66-3 

0.00 

4 

<000 

4060 

1.02 

1.01 

. 01 - 

a 

2 . 6&0 

1.550 

XBDOSTKXAX. DOT.BK. 

11.1 

6.56 

1 

50 

79 

1.58 

1.5B 


a 

C.S10 

2.610 

THE BOOSZHO BK. 

19.6 

3.23 

41 

136148 

415650 

3.06 

3.10 

.04+ 

■ 

4.000 

1-690 

JOR. ISLAMIC HAKK 

18.2 

0.00 

8 

5145 

9115 

1.78 

1.7B 

“ 

a 

3.900 

1-350 

JOR.IHV.ra.BMK 

23.7 

3.25 

3 

6467 

9959 

1.58 

1.54 

.04- 

+ 

1.000 

.800 

BTIT.AL— H»L. (Btim) 

3.9 

0.00 ■ 

2 

450 

356 

.81 

.79 

. 02 - 


.950 

-BIO 

phxladxl.ihv.br:. 

P 

0.00 

1 

2500 

1925 

.81 

.77 

.04- 


INK SECTOR TOOLS XHDKXl 297. 

.76 ZCBQt 

+0.48 

106 

163213 

1031414 





2 . 95 O 

1.720 

jo r rums xmsor. 

7.8 

8.99 

2 

2700 

7506 

2.82 

2.78 

.04- 


nsonuRt sacra* 

TOTALS IKUEXi 127.70 ZC 8>1 

-0.18 

2 

2700 

7506 





8 

2.240 

1.470 

JOR.ELBCnUC pm. 

9.9 

5.39 

12 

7192 

10995 

1.53 

1.53 

- 


4.030 

1.650 

TRBXD ELECTRICITY 

1S.B 

3.91 

8 

750 

1903 

2.45 

2.56 

.11+ 

m 

7.500 

2.000 

VHCLS. OHKKRS MED. 

8.0 

6.15 

2 

130 

254 

2.00 

1.95 


* 

1.500 

.890 

HATL- PORTFOLIO 

35.1 

0.00 

2 

600 

528 

.89 

.88 



1.120 

.740 

REAL ESTATE IWV. 

14.9 

0.00 

2 

3000 

2280 

.76 

.76 

“ 

s 

1.480 

1.060 

MID. EAST HOTELS 

F 

0.00 

1 

500 

550 

1.10 

1.10 


8 

4.600 

1.880 

ARAB XMTL.XNV.BDUC. 

9.9 

2.00 

3 

4750 

9500 

2.00 

2.00 

- 


1.070 

.890 

ZARKR EDUCATION 

20.8 

0.00 

1 

990 

810 

.92 

.90 

.02- 


i.nao 

1.190 

UNIFIED CO. 

5.3 

9.24 

3 

2500 

2975 

1.19 

1.19 

“ 


KERVZGE 

ratcroR totals ihdxv 

110.81 XcUGs 

-0.09 

34 

20322 

29794 






4.000 

1.840 

JOB. CEMEMT FACT. 

11.9 

5.47 

5 

33250 

66690 

2.01 

2.01 

- 


4.110 

1.650 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

17.5 

0.00 

5 

4329 

7141 

1.65 

1.65 

— 


6.500 

4.750 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

23.6 

4.17 

4 

10600 

51358 

4.85 

4.80 

.05- 


11.250 

10.050 

JOR. PETROL. REFZMARY 

10.4 

B.31 

9 

685 

7281 

10.63 

10.70 

.07+ 


1.810 

1.060 

INDUSTRIAL COMK.ACK. 

68.5 • 

0.00 

C 

4300 

4945 

1.12 

1.16 

.04+ 

s 

5.740 

2.430 

ARAB FHARK. KAMF. 

7.7 

2.70 

56 

26934 

74539 

2.77 

3.78 

.01+ 

8 

5.800 

1.120 

JOR. CERAMIC IHD. 

4.9 

8.93 

1 

1000 

1120 

1.13 

1.12 

.01- 

6a 

1.420 

.630 

RAFXA INDUSTRIES 


0.00 

1 

1QQ 

60 

.63 

.60 

.03- 


a. 350 

4.700 

DAR ALDAMA DV.XHV. 

7.0 

5.98 

22 

9100 

53201 

5.86 

5.B5 

.01- 


2.980 

1.730 

ARAB ALUH.1MD. 

13.3 

l?-89 

1 

2900 

5220 

1.83 

1.80 

.03- 


.970 

.400 

LIVESTOCK 6 FOULXItsr 

13.9 

0.00 

11 

12700 

5207 

.41 

.41 



1.100 

.670 

ARAB PAPER GOKV.TRD- 

23.5 

0.00 

1 

250 

193 

.78 

.77 

.01- 

4 

.590 

.360 

INTERNED . VKTRO . CHSH . 

9 

0.00 

2 

1000 

340 

• 36 

.34 



1.760 

.760 

UNXV.CHEM.IHDS. 

8.1 

10.13 

4 

800 

632 

.80 

.79 

.01- 

4S 

2.300 

.760 

NATL. CABLE HIRE. MF AC 

35.2 

0.00 

12 

6950 

5221 

.77 

.75 


4 

.730 

.410 

JOR. 3ULPH0-CHEM 

7.6 

0.00 

22 

15500 

6061 

.41 

.40 

.01- 


1.470 

1.150 

ARAB PHARH.CHEH. 

14.3 

4.62 

5 

2000 

2590 

1.29 

1.30 



.730 

.390 

KAHTHBR INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

19 

7950 

3972 

.50 

.53 


4a 

1.300 

.650 

ONTV. HOOH.XKDS. 

10.2 

9.38 

11 

6800 

4352 

.65 

.64 

.01- 


.970 

.500 

JOR. I MOB. RESOURCES 

Q 

0.00 

1 

500 

260 

.52 

.52 

— 


1.600 

1.200 

NAIL. CHLORINE 

8.7 

8.06 

1 

250 

310 

1.22 

1.24 

.02+ 

4 

1.080 

.660 

JOR*, HEW CABLE CO. 

9.2 

15.38 

18 

8550 

5571 

.66 

.65 

.01- 

4a 

1.310 

.970 

IBTL. TOBACCO 

6.7 

6.08 

1 

400 

384 

.97 

.96 

.01- 

* 

1.220 

.860 

UNION CS. 6 via. 

9.7 

0.00 

4 

800 

704 

.88 

.88 

— 


.890 

.660 

JORDAN STEEL 

9.2 

8.54 

14 

62000 

50903 

.84 

.82 

.02- 


.670 

.550 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

10.0 

0.00 

8 

15750 

8663 

.55 

.55 

“ 


I1DOSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS ZHDEXl 87.53 *CBQi 

-0.48 

245 

235413 

366985 




OSAKD TOTAL 

XHDEXz 182.42 *CHO« 

+0.21 

387 • 

421648 

1435699 







PARALLEL 

MARKET SHARE PRICE 

LIST FOR 

HEDEHSDAX 

19/08/1998 




H 

1.050 

.880 

EXPORT 6 FXN.BNK.75I 

16.8 

0.00 

2 

1500 

990 

.91 

.91 

_ 

4H 

1.230 

1.040 

ISLAMIC INSURANCE CO 

95.4 

a. 00 

1 

7750 

7828 

1.06 

1.01 

.05- 


.500 

.340 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

9 

0.00 

5 

7750 

3255 

.43 

.42 

.01- 


.800 

.500 

UNZOS XHV. 

9 

0.00 

9 

16156 

8238 

.51 

.51 

- 

4 

.620 

.250 

ARAB FIN- INVEST. 

O 

0.00 

12 

23750 

5700 

.25 

.24 

.01- 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, AUGUST 21, 1998 


Bv Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) The sun and moon are both 
in the sdme degree of Leo and that cases a solar eclipse and 
a new moon. This is an excellent time to make a long-term 
commitment. You may find yourself doing this even if you 
don't mean to. With that in mind, be careful who you hang 
out with. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You can finally decide on a 
tough issue today, something to do with your borne or some- 
body who lives there. You may have been arguing. You had 
to air your feelings and so did the other person. You’ll reach 
a resolution soon. That should be your objective. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) Today’s solar eclipse sets the 
theme for the next several months. For you, it’s about edu- 
cation. That doesn't mean just teaching. You’re emerging as 
a leader in your community, too. If your neighbours don’t 
yet look to you for advice, they will after the next three 
months are over. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 ) This new phase pertains to 
finances and learning. For tire next several months you'll be 
learning about finances. You love money. You love having il 
saving it investing it wheeling and dealing with it You’re 
usually great at managing it and you'll get even better. So 
celebrate, but don't spend too much. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) The sun and moon are in your 
sign now. which is empowering. Decisions made now will 
affect your finances. It's important to put down roots and 
establish a secure base so the money knows where to go. Do 
your pan and abundance can be yours. . 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You’ll notice a recur- 
ring theme concerning service and perfection. You’D be 
challenged to improve your work constantly and you might 
be the one doing the challenging. Today, you’re more criti- 
cal than usual of your behaviour. Looks like you'll be even 
more of a perfectionist for a while. Relax and enjoy it. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) It’s time to get 
organised, especially with group projects. You’ve been 
encouraged for the last few days to get involved and that 


theme will hold for a while. Stop resisting and get active. 
People need what you have to offer and you need what they 
can teach. It'll be good for eveiyone, so make the commit- 
ment. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Conditions are 
changing in your favour. You've been pushing to climb 
another rung on the ladder of success and you've almost 
accomplished that goal. You should have several good 
opportunities to choose from: pick the one that's liable to 
provide the most security and excitement. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 2 1 ) Today's 
solar eclipse lands on the edge of Leo and Virgo. For you, 
this means a combination of travel, higher education and 
career. If something comes up that would require you to 
travel or go back to school to advance in your career, accept 
the invitation! If you can make something like that happen, 
do it. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) There's an 
eclipse today, right on the edge of Leo and Virgo. This indi- 
cates money will be spent, probably on travel or higher edu- 
cation. That's fine. The only problem is you need to be care- 
ful about how and where you spend the money. Be sure to do 
the homework first. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) If you’ve been 
empowering another person all w eek and are about to be 
rewarded for your efforts. This person can help you achieve 
something you can't do alone. It's not only your creativity 
that’s needed; it’s your money. By pooling resources, you'll 
be able to buy what you need. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You're almost through 
the worst part of the storm. You’ll see a big improvement 
Saturday or Sunday. You'll also notice that your confidence 
level has gone up because, no matter what happens, you will 
make it tlirough. And you'll be a lot stronger when you do. 

Birthstone of August: Peridot — Golden Quartz 
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Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call; 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605 / 5920609 / 079-30007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 
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Quality Serviced Suites 

★One & Two Bedrooms *Fulty 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

TeL: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 
e-mail : erytulO goxwmjo 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. . 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. . 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweffieh Tel: 822891 



Sun Oases - Leather- Pais 


Cartier 


VBISKE 


Visit Us At 

www.vlparab.cofn/vlpgtTt 


Shaban Inf l Group - Abdoun 
Near American Embassy 
Tel : 5933084 - Fax : 5933085] 
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Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


SANRBEL 


Real Estate 

SWEIFIYEH 

A Hajarat Complex 

Tat. 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile : 079/37588 



MIRAMAR HOTEL 

AQABA 

Special Summer 

Lodging Rates 

**************** 

Single Room JD15 
Double Room JD20 
Extra Bed JD5 
+ Tax + Service 

Tel.; 03/2014340-41 
Fax: 03/2014339 
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5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 



Fax: 5693337 



24-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAHE AND SECURE 
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 anytime 
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Sonya Jeyaseelan, of Toronto, celebrates after scoring a 
point against Irina SpirJea of Romania at tbe du 
Maurier Open in Montreal (AP Photo) 


Germany's Steffi Graf returns to Virginia Ruano- 
Pascual of Spain. Graf beat Rnano-PascuaJ 6-0, 6-1 to 
move on to the next round (AP Photo) 


Graf returning to form 


in Montreal Open 


MONTREAL (API — At a 
lime when brash teens are 
attracting much of the spot- 
light in women's tennis. 
Steffi Graf proved in the du 
Maurier Canadian Open 
tennis tournament that she 
isn't finished yeL 

Graf. 29. hampered by 
injuries in the last year, 
showed flashes of brilliance 
Tuesday in her second- 
round match against Spain's 
Virginia Ruano-Pascual. 
needing only 41 minutes for 
6-0. 6-1 victory. 

"i was surprised that l was 
feeling that good because 
I’ve been training hard for 
the past 10 days." Graf said. 

‘i cut down on practice 
because I've been feeling a 
bit tired. But today I was 
going for it and hitting the 
balls! I was really going for 
my forehand and my serve, 
and things have been hold- 
ing up physically for me 
since June." 

Graf, winner of 21 grand- 
slam singles titles and at 
one rime the world’s top- 
ranked player for 374 
weeks. niissed seven 
months after undergoing 
left knee surgery just over a 
year ago. 

The German has also bat- 
tled ankle and shoulder 
injuries, and has played in 
onlv eieht tournaments this 


year. 

“There were serious 
doubts if I could do it and 
come hack." she said. “It 
took me a lot of time to get 
used to all the injuries, and 
during that period there 
were "times when I wasn't 
quite sure that I could hang 
on." 

In a battle of veterans ear- 



France’s Mary Pierce stands on the umpire’s chair to 
dispute a calf at the du Maurier Open in Montreal. 
Pierce lost to Mary Joe Fernandez 6-t, 6-1 JAP Photo) 


lier on center court. 13th- 
seeded 

Mary Pierce of France 
was soundly beaten by 
American Mary Joe 
Fernandez 6-1. 6-1. 


The Canadian-born 
Pierce, ranked as high as 
third in the world in 1995, 
strained a right auadricep in 
a tournament in San Diego 
just over a week ago and 


was forced to withdraw 
from last week's tour stop in 
Los Angeles. 

“I'm not upset, because I 
know that I wasn't ready to 

play,” Pierce said. "But 
my confidence is fine. I 
know that if I get fit. and get 
back into game shape, I'll 
be OK.” 

Fernandez, a former top- 
five player, has also suf- 
fered from injuries. She 
underwent wrist surgery at 
the end of 1 997 and is play- 
ing in only her third tourna- 
ment this year. 

“The last six or seven 
months have been really 
tough.” said Fernandez, 
ranked 67th by the WTA. 
“And right now on the 
court f feel a little awk- 
ward. 1 know it's going to 
be a long road back." 

The other seed to fall on 
the second day of the tour- 
nament was Lisa Raymond. 
The I7th-ranked American 
was ousted by country- 
woman Corina Moriaru in 
three sets. 

France's Sandrine Testud. 
the 14th seed, downed 
Australian Rachel 

McQuillan 6-1. 6-3; sixth- 
seeded Conchita Martinez 
of Spain beat American 
Amy Frazier 7-6 (7-4), 6-4: 
and South African Amanda 
Coetzer. seeded eighth, 
defeated China's Fang Li 6- 
3, 6-4. 

On Tuesday night. No. 5 
Monica Seles beat 
American Tara Snyder 6-2, 
6-1 and No. 9 Irina Spiriea 
beat Canada's Sonya 
Jeyasee Ian's 6-7 (5-7). 7-6 
(7-5). 6-0. 


Defying doctors, Moceanu to compete 
in national championships 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Defying her 
doctois. Dominique Moceanu has decid- 
ed to risk her secure status in gymnastics 
and uy for another national champi- 
onship. 

Moceanu. the only member of ihe 1096 
U.S. Olympic women's team still compet- 
ing in all events, has her gold medal, and 
Iasi momh became the first non-Russian 
to win the all-around in the Goodwill 
Games. 

And USA Gymnastics has applied no 
pressure for her to compete in the nation- 
al championships this week, which open 
Wednesday in Indianapolis. 

But even though her doctors and couch- 
es wish she wouldn't, given that she 
hyperextended her left knee in practice 
Aug. 3. Moceanu has decided to compete 


anyway. 

the top 20 scorers from preliminaries 
Thursday and finals Friday will be select- 
ed for the national team, making them eli- 
gible to represent the United States in 
international meets in the next year. 

Putting injured athletes on the national 
team has precedent. 

Moceanu and Shannon Miller were put 
on the *96 team even though they could- 
n't compete in the final Olympic trials 
because of injuries. 

Moceanu. now 16, became the y oungest 
senior national champion ever at 13. She 
has been on national teams since she was 
10. and doesn’t want to stop now. 

Since the Atlanta Olympics. Moceanu 
has Inst coach Bela Korols i.‘ who retired 
from coaching elite gymnasts, and she has 


grown about six inches. 

The 5- foot gymnast's skills declined so 
much that she made lost year’s world 
championships team only because some 
of those who finished ahead of her in the 
nationals were too young to go. 

She was tired of the sport and thought 
she might quit. 

“But then J was like. ‘What am I going 
to do?'” Moceanu said "This is my life. 
I've done rhis all my life. And 1 can still do 
it. I'm still young." 

She credited her latest coach. Luminita 
Miscenco. For turning her life around. 

Mtsccnco, 25. was on Romania's 
national team but had her career cut short 
by injury. She began coaching Moceanu 
in Januluy. restoring courage that the 
American thought she had lost. 


Commonwea lth Games 

Moneghetti’s news lifts injury gloom 
in Australian camp 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — Australia’s 
troubled build-up to next month’s 
Commonwealth Games took a turn for 
the better Wednesday with news that 
long distance runner Steve Moneghetti 
expects to be fit to compete in Kuala 
Lumpur. 

Amid fitness worries over fellow 
high-profile athletes Cathy Freeman. 
Melinda-Gainsford Taylor and Kieren 
Perkins. 35-year-old Moneghetti 
declared he was over the worst of a 
knee injury. 

The defending Games marathon 
champion's training has been dogged 
for the past four months but a race last 
weekend renewed his confidence of' 
competing in the 10,000m at his fourth 
Commonwealth Games. 

Moneghetti said he would make a 
final decision after contesting the 
national cross country championships 
in Canberra on August 29-30. 

“The knee has improved a bit, I had 
a race at the weekend and went okay 
and my knee pulled up very well.'’ he 
said Wednesday. 

“I am on the up and should be fine I 
hope — unless it flares up I'm pretty 
confident I'm going.” 

Moneghetti injured the knee prior to 
the London marathon last April when 
be fell and landed on a kneecap. 

“When you are going to your fourth 
Commonwealth Games you’re not 
going there just to make up the num- 
bers, you want to be competitive.and 
run at a high level. 

“I have been able to get some good 
training done in the last month or so 


‘Opening ceremony tickets sold out’ 


KUALA LUMPUR (AP) — Tickets for the opening ceremony of the Kuala 
Lumpur Commonwealth Games have sold out and closing ceremony seats are 

almost fully booked, a news report said Tuesday. „ 2 l reached 

Ticket sales for the games, which run from SepL 11 to Sept, n, reached 
29WK5 over the weekend. Youth and Sports Minister Muhyiddm Yasm was 
quoted as saying in the New Straits Times newspaper. . 

q The figure included some 57,000 tickets on sale for the SepL 11 cj«mng ^r- 
emony. Thirty thousand additional seats had been reserved for athletes, guests 

officials were facing an uphill task selling tickets for 
ing athletics. In a bid to fill the stands, the Games organisers on Tuesday 
announced they were scrapping separate tickets for the morning and evening 
sessions of athletics and the same ticket would be good for both. 

Britain and 69 other countries that once formed the British Empire are partic- 
ipating in the 10-day games. 


and it's given me the confidence to 
know I am going to go there 
(Malaysia) and run well.*' 


Monegherti, who broke through for 
gold in the marathon at the 1994 
Games in Victoria. Canada, after a sil- 
ver in 1990 and bronze in 1986. said 
the injury was the first major setback 
of his decorated career. 

“I have never been injured and when 
you just hit your knee you don’t think 
you are going to have any problems.” 
he said. 

“So I just kept running and it just 
kept staying sore, I really hadn’t given 


it an opportunity to get better.” 
Freeman's Australian doctor will 
remain in London for the next few 
days to supervise her recovery from a 
foot injury. She will decide by 
Monday whether to compete in the 
September 11-21 Games. 


Gainsford-Taylor has declared her 
fitness despite a knee injury. 

Triple world recordholder swim star 
Perkins has been forced out of the 
training pool with a bout of ‘flu just 
days before due to fly out with the rest 
of the Australian swimming team for a 
training camp in Perth. 


Capriati, 
McEnroe 
receive 
U.S. Open 
wild cards 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Former teenage sensation 
Jennifer Capriati and 
Patrick McEnroe were 
among 16 tennis players to 
receive wild card entries 
into the U.S. Open, tourna- 
ment officials said 
Tuesaday. 

Capriati. 22'. lost her First 
match in the past two 
Opens. She reached the 
1991 US Open and 
Wimbledon semi-finals at 
age 15 and was the 
youngest Grand Slam 
semi-finalist in history aL 
14 at the 1990 French 
Open. McEnroe, a first- 
round loser to Australia's 
Richard Fromberg here last 
year, now spends much of 
his time as a television 


commentator. 

Other women receiving 
wild card entries include 
U.S. collegiate singles 
champion Vanessa Webb of 
Duke University. U.S. 
junior champion Laura 
Granville and Americans 
Kristina Brandi. Samantha 
Reeves, Lilia Osterloh, 
Alexandra Stevenson and 
Brie Rippner. 

Other men receiving wild 
card entries are U.S. col- 
lege singles champion Bob 
Bryan, U.S. junior champi- 
on Andrew Park and 
Americans Richey 

Rcneberg. Paul Goldstein. 
Taylor Dent, Alex O'Brien 
and Geoff Grant. 


Bruguera hangs on 
as rain delays matches 


NEW HAVEN (AFP) — 
Spain’s Sergi Bruguera out- 
lasted Pat McEnroe 7-6 
(7/2), 3-6. 6-3 here Tuesday 
as rain hit the ATP 
International, although 23 of 
24 matches were eventually 
completed. 

The evening session was 
delayed by three hours, and 
the only second round match 
scheduled, between number 
eight seed Goran Ivanisevic 
and Geoff Grant, was held 
over until Wednesday. 

Nicolas Escude of France 
and Marc Rosset of 
Switzerland were beaten. 
Escude led Rainer Schuttler 
by a set overnight after 
Monday rains, but when 
play resumed the German 
rallied to win 4-6, 6-4, 6-3. 

Rosset was overwhelmed 
by qualifier Leander Paes of 
India 6-3, 6-0. 

Three players failed to last 
the distance because of 
injuiy or sickness. Daniel 
Vacek of the Czech Republic 
was forced to retire with a 
hip injury when trailing 
Argentina’s Heman Gumy 

5- 3, and Ivo Heubergcr of 
Switzerland quit after losing 
the first set 6-4 to Dutchman 
Dennis Van Scheppingen 
because of a back injury. 

Italy's Diego Nargiso did- 
n't even make it on to court 
because of illness, and was 
replaced by Alex RaduJescu 
of Germany, who was beaten 

6- 2, 6-3 by another Italian, 
Vincenzo Santopadre. 

Andrei Medvedev set up 
an intriguing second round 
clash with third seed Petr 
Korda by overcoming Israeli 
qualifier Eyal Erlich 7-6 
(7/1). 6-3. Young Australian 
Lleyton Hcwiu, who won 



Sargis Sargsian, of Orange, Conn., returns a shot to 
Lleyton Hewitt, of Australia, in their first round singles 
match in the Pilot Pen International men’s champi- 
onship In New Haven, Conn. Sargsian lost 6-3, 6-4 (AP 
Photo) 


his first ever ATP tourna- 
ment in Adelaide in January, 
earned a meeting with top 
seed Pete Sampras by beat- 
ing Sargis Sargsian 6-3. 6-4. 

Jeff Tarango will bid to 
end the winning streak of 
second seed Patrick Rafter 
after ousting Lionel Roux 6- 
2 . 6 - 2 . 

Rafter has won his last two 


tournaments and has an out- 
side chance of becoming the 
third No. 1 ranked player 
this year, as well as in the 
past three weeks. 

For that to happen. Rafter 
must win here while neither 
Sampras in New Haven and 
Marcelo Rios in 
Indianapolis reach the semi- 
finals. 


Iran’s World Cup coach resigns 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Jalai Talebi. who coached Iran for its 
historic World Cup match against the United States in June, 
has resigned because of “family problems," the football 
federation said Wednesday. 

Federation official Khosrow Vali-Zadeb told newspapers 
that Talebi “will be unable to commit all his time to the 
national team for the next four or five months because of 
family reasons”. 

But he said Talebi will go back to his former position as a 
technical adviser for the team. Talebi played for the Iranian 
national team for nine years and took over as conch of the 


World Cup team in May. less than a month before the World 
Gup finals in France. 

A resident of northern California where he has coached 
uo ege football teams. Talebi earned international fame 
alter Iran s 2-1 victory' in a politically-charged clash against 
the United States on June 21. 

Talebi, in his early 50s, said in Los Angeles early this 

l * ,at , he * ouId Iifc e r o stay on as head coach, a ad 

T ™ ° n l y * to ton *o discuss his future with 

the Iranian football federation. 
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Divisions at top as IOC 
holds doping crisis meeting 


LAUSANNE ( AP) — With its credi- 
bility on the line and its leaders divid- 
ed, the Internationa] Olympic 
Committee holds an emergency 
meeting Thursday to face up to the 
spiraling doping crisis in sport. 

Galvanised by a summer of drug 
scandals, IOC president Juan Antonio 
Samaranch has convened the special 
meeting of his executive board to 
address the Olympic movement’s 
most intractable problem. 

Ten years after Ben Johnson was 
stripped of his 100-metre gold medal 
for using steroids at the Seoul 
Olympics, the use of performance- 
enhancing drugs is damaging the 
image of the sports world as never 
before. 

In recent weeks, the'Tourde France 
was blighted by revelations of sys- 
tematic doping in cycling, top U.S. 
athletes Dennis Mitchell and Randy 
Barnes were suspended after failing 
drug tests, triple Olympic gold 
medalist Michelle Smith-De Bruin 
was banned from competitive swim- 
ming for manipulating a urine 

sample and Italy’s Serie A soccer 
league was rocked by doping allega- 
tions. 

IOC officials say Thursday's meet- 
ing is designed to set the agenda for 
an international doping summit 
scheduled for Lausanne in January. 

But it will also provide the opportu- 
nity for Samaranch to explain his 
recent controversial remarks on the 
subject. 

In an interview with a Spanish 
newspaper, Samaranch said the list of 
banned substances should be drasti- 
cally reduced and suggested that per- 
formance-enhancing drugs should be 
prohibited only if they are harmful to 
athletes. 

The statement stunned the Olympic 


world, including some of 
Samaranch’s closest advisers. 

The IOC said Samaranch had been 
misinterpreted, but he has not denied 
making the statement. 

Samaranch’s remarks have brought 
out sharp divisions at the top of the 
Olympic hierarchy, set off bickering 
between rival sports administrators 
and weakened his own position after 
1 8 years as the most powerful man in 
internal] on aJ sporL 

Prince Alexandre de Merode, who 
as chairman of the IOC medical com- 
mission has led the organization's 
anti-doping campaign for more than 
30 years, said he was ‘aghast” at 
Samaranch's comments. 

“People who want to reduce the 
(banned) list are the people who want 
to let doping function," he told the 
French newspaper Le Figaro. 

In a startling allegation, De Merode 
claimed that Samaranch, who is 
Spanish, was backing the philosophy 
of many doctors in Spain who “have 
rejected the ethics of their profes- 
sion.” 

“One must not forget that Spanish 
sports, for a long time, has had ten- 
dencies toward doping," de Merode 
said. 

Angry Spanish government offi- 
cials accused de Merode of smearing 
Spain's reputation and demanded that 
he offer an explanation. 

Though he is no longer on the IOC 
executive board, de Merode is sched- 
uled to attend Thursday's meeting 
and will be expected to clear the air 
with Samaranch. 

“A lot of people are hoping (de 
Merode) might retire,” Australian 
IOC member Phil Coles said. “He’s 
been there such a long time. You 
never know what he's going to say.” 

Jacques Rogge, an executive board 


member and vice president of the 
medical commission, has also contra- 
dicted Samaranch’s view that the 
banned list should be slashed. 

While Samaranch argues that the 
List is “like a book” and needs to be 
simplified, Rogge says all the drugs 
listed should be there because they 
are open to abuse by athletes. 

But there is also a body of opinion 
that the list should be trimmed of 
substances found in common medica- 
tions which have no real perfor- 
mance-enhancing qualities. 

Australian IOC board member 
Kevan Gosper said he plans to pre- 
sent a 10-point proposal, including 
the possibility of imposing financial 
penalties on drug cheats. 

Anita DeFrantz, an IOC vice presi- 
dent from the United States, doesn't 
expect Thursday’s meeting to formu- 
late new policy. 

“We already have a policy on 
drugs.” she said. “It’s there. It's clear. 
Athletes know what it is. This is a 
chance to review where we’ve come, 
what the changes are and to plan the 
convention in January." 

Many Olympic officials want gov- 
ernments and police forces, to take a 
bigger role by chasing the doctors 
and traffickers who deal in doping 
substances, as occurred during the 
Tour de France. 

“I don't think you can get a full 
solution to this without help from the 
civil authorities," IOC vice president 
Dick Pound of Canada said. 

But German board member 
Thomas Bach warned that athletes 
should not be the police targets. 

“We can’t have a situation where 
we have to fear police raids in the 
Olympic village in Sydney,” he said. 



lb p- seeded Marcelo Rios of Chile hits a forehand during his second-round match 
against unseeded Bob Bryan of Camarillo, Califs at the RCA Championships in 
Indianapolis. Rios advanced with a 6-4. 6-4 win ( AP Photo) 

Rios wins as No.1 ; Moya out 


INDIANAPOLIS (AFP) 
— Chile's Marcelo Rios 
won his ' first match as 
World No. Khis first hard- 
court triumph since late 
March, while second seed 
Carlos Moya of Spain was 
ousted at an ATP event 
here Tuesday. 

Rios defeated American 
newcomer Bob Bryan 6-4, 
6-4 in a second-round 
match at the one million- 
dollar tournament after 
losing a week ago at the 
ATP Championships 
despite replacing Pete 
Sampras atop the rankings. 

“I was trying hard on 
every point, chasing them 
^ all,” Ribs said. “I’m bit- 
• ting the ball well. But I 
still need to get into a little 
bit better shape.” 

- In March, Rios won 

back-to-back U7S. hard- 

court crowns at Indian 
Weils and Key Biscayne to 
1 briefly snatch the top rank- 
ing but was hurt and did 
not win before* Sampras 
reclaimed the summit. 

Rios stands a meagre 41 
renting points ahead of 
Sampras, who plays this 
week in New Haven along 
with world number three 
Patrick Rafter. 

I - Rios, 22, broke 476th- 
ranked Bryan, the United 
States collegiate champi- 
on. in the fifth game of 
set to clinch his tri- 
umph against a crowd bar- 
racking for the American. 


Moya got off to a quick 
start but ran out of steam 
as Sweden’s Thomas 
Johansson rallied to reach 
the third round, winning 6- 
7(5/7), 6-0, 6-1. 

The defeat was a setback 
for French Open champion 
Moya, who lost the final 
here to Jonas Bjorkman a 
year ago and elected not to 
speak "with reporters after 
the match. 

“I was afraid he was 
going to run away with the 
match, but I played very 
well, especially on my 
forehand,” Johansson said. 

Moya broke for^ 3-0 in 
the opener, but was quick- 
ly overhauled by the per- 
sistent Swede. Johansson 
produced 18 aces in the 
upset, which lasted one 
hour, 41 minutes. 

“If he had gotten a good 
start in the third set, he 
could have won the 
match,” Johansson said. 
“It was all a matter of a 
few balls.” 

ATP Championships 
semi-finalist • Magnus 
Larsson of Sweden moved 
into a Wednesday match 
agaisnt Briton Greg 

Rusedski thanks to a 2-6, 
7-6 (7/3.1, 6-2 comeback 
against Sebastien Grosjean 
of France. 

Rusedski, seeded third, 
has not played since fail- 
ing to complete his first- 
round match at 
Wimbledon due to an 


ankle sprain suffered at 
Queen’s club on the grass. 

“I'm not worried about 
the ranking or defending 
the U.S. Open finalist 
points. I’m just taking it 
one match at a time,” 
Rusedski said. “I need to 
get back to sharpness. 
Things are going well. I've 
had eight weeks of physio- 
therapy. Now is the time to 
test the ankle. 

“I’ve been here training 
since Thursday, I’ve been 
practising twice a day. My 
goal is to get more match- 
es, as many as possible.” 

Austrian Thomas Muster 
beat another .American 
outsider, qualifier Paul 
Goldstein, 6-2. 6-2. while 
1994 champion Wayne 
Ferreira easily . handled 
Canadian Daniel Nestor 6- 
4, 7-6 (7/4). 

Gianluca Pozzi scored 
the day’s only upset, elim- 
inating Italian compatriot 
Andrea Gaudenzi 7-6 
(7/4), 6-1. 

Andre Agassi and 
Bjorkman begin play 
Wednesday with second 
round matches. 


SPORTS 
N BRIEF 


Jordan will 
not be back 

SACRAMENTO (AFP) 
— There is a Jordan who 
will not be coming back 
to his National Basketball 
Association job. But it’s 
not Michael of the 
Chicago Buds. The 
Sacramento Kings fired 
coach Eddie Jordan here 
Tuesday, tp'ing to erase 
the memories of a dismal 
27-55 season. The team 
also opted not to renew 
the contract of assistant 
coach Mike Bratz. Jordan 
was 33-64 overall with 
the Kings, who lost 19 of 
their final 20 games. 

Weah threatens 
to quit 

Liberian team 

MILAN (AFP) — Srar 
striker George Weah 
warned the Liberian 
Government on Tuesday 
that he and his teammates 
would quit the national 
side if there wasn’t more 
help for sport in his coun- 
try. The former FIFA 
World Player of the Year 
was furious with the situ- 
ation, despite Liberia’s 2- 
0 win over Niger last 
weekend which put them 
into the second qualifying 
phase for the African 
Nations Cup. Weah, back 
for his first day training 
with AC Milan since the 
win, said: “After the vic- 
tory over Niger, I spoke to 
the authorities of my 
country. “My teammates 
and I complained about 
their lack of respect and 
their indifference towards 
national sport. I warned 
them that if things don't 
change, then me and the 
others will abandon the 
national side.” 


FOR SALE 


IBM 

NOTEBOOK , 

38SED THINKPAD 

PI 66 MMX, 16MB RAM 
2GB Hard Drive 
20X CD-ROM, 3.5" F.D. 
56 KB USR FAX-MODEM 
Connects Quick Cam 
(Co/our Camera) 
HARDLY USED 
$2,500 

TEL: 079/51521 


European Athletics Championship 

Bagach given all clear; British star 
taken to hospital after horrific fall 


BUDAPEST (AFP) — 
Controversial Ukrainian 
shot putter Aleksandr 
Bagach was given the all 
clear here on Wednesday 
over weights he carried 
around his ankles by the 
European Athletics 

Championship organisers 
and will keep his European 
title he won on Tuesday — 
although the IAAF techni- 
cal committee are to look 
at the case. 

On the track all three 
British favourites for the 
mens 400 metres came 
through their heats 
although Solomon Wariso, 
who was sporting the inap- 
propriate tatoo of 
Superman on his arm, had 
to scrape through as a 
fastest qualifier while the 
women’s favourite Grit 
Breuer, who has twice 
returned a positive drugs 
test also won handsomely. 

The organising jury also 
reinstated veteran Italian 
sprinter Stefano Tilli. back 
into the 100 metres semi- 
finals. after he made a full 
apology for most unsports- 
manlike behaviour on 
Tuesday night, when he 
ripped off the hat of a ref- 
eree and put a flag between 
his legs. 

Bagach, who has twice 
tested positive for drugs 
offences the latter time 
costing him his world title 
■•in Athens last year, had 
been accused by 
Yugoslavia’s Dragan Peric 
of gaining an unfair advan- 
tage by wearing the 
weighted ankle attach- 
ments. 

"Having examined the 
weighted ankle attach- 
ments worn by Mr Bagach 
the technical delegates do 
not consider them in con- 
flict with present IAAF 
rales,” A1 Guy one of the 
technical delegates said. 

“In arriving at this deci- 
sion they have had regard 
to the fact that reinforced 
belts and wrist strappings 
are allowed,” he added. 

However, the technical 
delegates added that the 
matter would be referred to 
the IAAF Technical 
Committee to see if the 
rules would be revised in 
the future. 

Peric. who had been suf- 
fering from a stomach 
virus, had lodged his com- 
plaint just after the compe- 
tition where he finished 
fourth, losing the bronze 
medal on the final throw to 
Bagach's compatriot Yuri 
Belonog. 

Wariso, who once, served 
a ban for inadvertently tak- 
ing a banned substance 
which was in a drink called 



•TMOf- 


Gold medal winner Antonio Pinto of Portugal, center. Is followed by Germany's sil- 
ver medalist Diether Baumann, left, and bronze medalist Stephane Franke also of 
Germany, right, in the Men's 10,000 metres final at the European Athletics 
Championships at the Nep Stadium in Budapest (AP Photo) 


‘Up Your Gas', blamed his 
poor performance on not 
being a morning person. 

“I don’t like getting up at 
six in the morning, that’s 
usually when I’m coining 
in!” the 31 -year-old said. 

“I ran too slowly in the 
first 200 and nearly paid 
for it but it was perhaps 
more because I thought it 
would be easier in the 
heats.” he added. 

Britain's other two hopes 
(Mark Richardson, who 
beat Michael Johnson ear- 
lier in the season, and 
British record holder Iwan 
Thomas came through 
more convincingly though 
Thomas had to make do 
with second behind 
Spaniard David Canal, 
who ran a personal best. 

Richardson, who won a 


world relay gold in Tokyo 
in 1991, looked very com- 
fortable and upped a gear 
when the rest of the field 
came back at him in the 
final 100 metres. 

“That was really crappy! 
I hate running at that pace 
because it’s just as if I am 
back in the novice's 
arena.” the 26-year-old 
said. 

The trio’s compatriot 
Nick Buckfield had a terri- 
ble morning as he landed 
heavily on his right thigh 
in the spot where the pole 
vault should be slotted and 
was taken off to hospital 
for a series of tests. 

Breuer, who won in 
Zurich last Wednesday, 
showed she was the 
woman to beat as she 


attempts to regain her 
European title that she won 
back in 1990. but was tak- 
ing nothing for granted. 

“Yes I am the favourite 
but that is often the most 
dangerous position to be in 
as they are all out to get 
you and until I am standing 
on the top of the podium I 
will not be taking it as my 
god given right,” the 26- 
year-old said. 

There were also impres- 
sive performances from 
her main rivals Helena 
Fuchsova of the Czech 
Republic and Great 
Britain’s Allison 

Curbishley while their 
pace in their heat tugged 
along Ireland’s Karen 
Shinkins who posted a new 
national record of 52.13 
seconds. 


NEW LUXURIOUS APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Located in “Deir Ghbar behind French School, second 
floor in a three storey building. Each storey comprises one 
apartment. Consists of one master bedroom with its pri- 
vate bathroom, two spacious bedrooms, two bathrooms, 
sitting room with an Italian fireplace, large guest and din- 
ing rooms, maid's room with its own bathroom, large 
American oak kitchen, storeroom, laundry room and three 
balconies. Total area: 320 sq.m. 

For information call Tel: 5827308 


NEW FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

1st floor. Consists of 3 bedrooms with wall-to-wall carpeting + 
walk-in closets, 3 bathrooms, guest room, family room, dining 
area, 2 terraces, fully equipped large kitchen with all utensils. 
Satellite + telephone. Location: Deir Ghbar (near French School, 
2 min. from U.S. Embassy). 

Please contact owner at 079/39265 or 534071 0 — 9 a.m. -9. p.m. 


AJJ brand new Annual rant only 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Located in Um Utheina. Fully furnished. Consisting of three 
bedrooms (including master), three bathrooms, living room, 
dining room, kitchen, balcony, terrace, mature garden and 
garage. 

If interested please call us at 
5532951/5520836/5520837 — working hours. 


JOB WANTED 

Well educated young man looking for a nighttime job 
between the hours 4 - midnight. Fluent English, good 
French and Spanish. Strong personality, energetic, has a 
driving licence. 

For further information please call 5821 085 
(from 12-16) daily. 


JORDAN TIMES 
FAX: 5696183 


V BALLET COURSES V. 

The Performing Arts Center/Noor AI-Hussein 
Foundation announces the • commencement of 
Ballet courses as of September 21st 1998. Parents 
of Participants and New Applicants are invited for a 
meeting with dance department director Rania 
Kamhawi to discuss course schedule on Sunday 
August 23rd 1998 at 5:00 p.m. at the Performing 
Arts Centre in Arjan opposite the Physical 

Education College. . 

i For more information contact 5690292/3 r 


FURNISHED HOUSE & FLAT FOR RENT 

1) In Shmeisani. House consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, salon, sitting room, terraces in addition 
to separate roof. Interested please call 4777841 

2) Near Marmara Hotel. First-floor flat consists of 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, salon, sitting room, terrace. 
Interested please call 5528091 after 10 a.m. 

Both are fully furnished with full facilities. Can be rented 
monthly or annually. Rent negotiable. 


E 


International Community School 
ENGLISH CURRICULUM 
British Trained Staff 


We are the only school in Amman offering the full 
British Curriculum for children between the ages of 
3 and 11 years. There are extra provisions for 
non-English speaking children. 

Our school provides a stimulating environment, 
enhancing the progress of individual pupils. 

The new school term begins on Wednesday, 2nd 
September. Registration can be made via the 
school office on Mondays between the hours of 
9:00 a.m, and 12:30 p.m. 

For further details contact Tel: 5521070 or 

E-mail: office @!cs-amman,index.com.jo 
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Islamist coalition warns U.S. 
of new attacks — paper 


CAIRO (AP) — A coalition 
of Islamist groups warned 
that “strikes will continue 
from everywhere" against 
the United States, the group 
said in a statement pub' 
lished Wednesday in a 
leading Arabic newspaper. 

The communique from 
the World Islamic Front for 
Jihad Against Jews and 
Crusaders, formed by 
exiled Saudi millionaire 
Osama Ben Laden in 
February, was printed in 
the London-based daily A1 
Hayat. 

“The coming days will 
guarantee, God willing, 
that America will face a 
black fate similar to that of 
the Soviet UnioD," the 
statement said. “Strikes 
will continue from every- 
where, and Islamists will 
appear one after the other 
to fight American inter- 
ests,” The Jihad front is 
believed to be a coalition of 
six Islamist groups from 
Egypt, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh. Its statement 
was sent Tuesday to Ai 


Hayat’s bureau in Cairo. 

Al Hayat said it came 
with three other statements 
from the Islamic Army for 
the Liberation of Holy 
Shrines, which claimed 
responsibility for the two 
deadly bombings of U.S. 
embassies in Tanzania and 
Kenya on Aug. 7. 

In one statement, the 
Holy Shrines group said it 
would “continue shipping 
more American dead bod- 
ies to their unjust govern- 
ment... until we humiliate 
America’s arrogance and 
roll its dignity in the mud 
of defeat." The group had 
’not been heard of before 
the explosions in Nairobi, 
Kenya, and Dar Es Salaam, 
Tanzania, which left 257 
people dead and more than 
5.500 injured. Among the 
dead were 12 Americans. 

The separate statement 
from the Jihad coalition 
tied the motive for the 
embassy attacks to U.S. 
involvement in Somalia in 
the early 1990s. 

“The two embassies. 


which the Islamic Army for 
the Liberation of Holy 
Shrines bombed, have 
supervised the killings of at 
least 13.000 Somali civil- 
ians in the treacherous 
attack led by America 
against this Muslim coun- 
try." it said. 

A U.N. peacekeeping 
mission dominated by the 
United States landed, in 
Somalia in late 1992 and 
provided protection for 
food distribution to help 
end a famine in the east 
African country. 

But the U.N. force 
became bogged down in 
Somalia’s factional fight- 
ing. and 18 U.S. soldiers 
were killed before the force 
withdrew in 1995 without 
solving the political prob- 
lems. 

The statement from the 
Jihad coalition said that 
when the Holy Shrines 
group claimed responsibili- 
ty for the bombings “it 
became clear to everyone, 
including the American 
people, that we were not 


lying when we warned 
them.” The group had 
issued a warning of attacks, 
printed in Al Hayat, several 
days before the embassy 
bombings. 

Al Hayat said the three 
other statements of the 
Holy Shrines group were 
titled “Open Letter to the 
Kenyan People.* 7 

“Congratulations” and “A 
Communique to People." 
The first statement said that 
the Nairobi's bombing 
“was targeting the 
American presence only... 
and the Islamic Army’s 
intention was not to hurt 
Kenyan’ people.” The sec- 
ond was to congratulate 
Muslims “for taking 
revenge from the American 
Crusader criminal gang.” 
The third warned of more 
attacks and asked Muslims 
“not to get dose to any- 
thing American so that 
what happened in Nairobi 
won't be repeated and so 
that they won't be hit by 
the fire of the soldiers of 
God” by mistake. 


‘U.S. works to block Israeli arms sale to India’ 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
United States has demand- 
ed that Israel halt negotia- 
tions for the sale of elec- 
tronic weaponry to India 
following New Delhi’s 
recent nuclear tests, the 
Haaretz newspaper report- 
ed Wednesday. 

The newspaper's normal- 
ly well-informed military 
correspondent said 

Washington was seeking to 
block the deal even though 
the defence-related elec- 
tronics gear was wholly 
made in Israel without any 
U.S. technology. 

Negotiations between 
Israel and India over the 
sale have been underway 
for a year and an Indian 


delegation recently visited 
Israel to examine the 
equipment, it said. 

The report did not pro- 
vide details of the electron- 
ic equipment under discus- 
sion. 

Washington had not 
objected to the negotiations 
until India exploded five 
nuclear test devices in May. 
triggering U.S. sanctions 
and prompting neighbour- 
ing Pakistan to conduct 
similar test blasts. 

U.S. officials claim that 
even though the electronic 
gear contains no U.S. tech- 
nology, the fact that a coun- 
try deemed a friend of the 
United States is preparing 
to sell military goods to 


India despite U.S. sanc- 
tions constitutes an embar- 
rassment for the American 
administration. Haaretz 
said. 

Washington also claims 
the electronics involved in 
the deal may be restricted 
by international treaty, but 
Israel denies this, it said. 

Haaretz also reported that 
Israel and the United States 
were wrangling over anoth- 
er defence issue — Israeli 
attempts to place their own 
advanced radar on U.S. 
combat jets to be purchased 
in future. 

Israel is currently negoti- 
ating for the purchase of 
the most advanced model 
of the F- 16 fighter and has 


asked to put a new radar 
system built by the Israeli 
firm Elbic on the aircraft. 

The radar is said to be 
more sophisticated that 
U.S. models and 
Washington has refused 
permission to mount it on 
the F-16s, Haaretz said. 

Instead the United States 
wants Israel to purchase a 
radar' being made by U.S. 
firms to equip 80 F-16s to *" 
be delivered to the United 
Arab Emirates, it said. 

If Israel agrees, it would 
cut the cost of the radar 
units for the emirates in 
what Haaretz said would 
amount to an Israeli sub- 
sidy for the Gulf state’s 
new weaponry. 


Palestinians: Israel’s claim it 
accepted pullback is a ruse 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A claim by 
a powerful Israeli cabinet min- 
ister that Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has 
agreed in principle to hand 
over 14 per cent of the West 
Bank is a ruse aimed at deflect- 
ing U.S. pressure, a Palestinian 
negotiator said Wednesday. 

.Ariel Sharon, a hawk in 
Netanyahu's cabinet, said 
Tuesday dial the Israel govern- 
ment has quietly accepted a 
U.S. proposal to withdraw 
front 13 per cent of the West 
Bank now and hand over an 
additional one per cent in a 
later pullback. 

Sharon opposes the U.S. 
plan, saying it would endanger 
Israel’s security - . It is believed 
Sharon made the claim to 
embarrass Netanyahu and 
invite new pressure from cabi- 
net hardliners. 

Palestinian negotiator Nabil 
Shaath said Wednesday that 
Israel has indeed offered to 
withdraw from 13 per cent, but 
on condition that three per cent 
of that area be declared a 
“nature reserve" in which the 
Palestinians would have virtu- 


UNITED NATIONS (Ri — 
Iraq is expected to fall short by 
SI billion or 25 per cent in oil 
revenues needed under a pro- 
gramme aimed at providing 
food, medicine and other 
humanitarian goods few its peo- 
ple. U.N. officials said 

Tuesday. 

The decrease in anticipated 
funds probably will have an 
impact on upgrading the coun- 
try's electricity and water sani- 
tation programmes, considered 
vital in improving health care, 
the operation of hospitals and 
general living conditions, 
according to John Mills, a U.N. 
spokesman for the pro- 
gramme. 

But he said he expected Iraq 
still would be able to meet 
increased targets for food and 
medicine in the current six 
month phase of the so-called 
“oii-for-food" programme that 
began on May 30 and ends on 
November 25. 

Iraq has been allowed to sell 
oil to buy food, medicine and 
other supplies under strict U-N. 


ally no say over land use. 

“So what Sharon is saying is 
nothing but an act of decep- 
tion.” Shaath said, noting that 
the Palestinians already reject- 
ed the idea when it was first 
raised last month. 

A one per cent pullback in a 
later stage also falls tar shon of 
minimal Palestinian demands. 
Shaath said. 

Sharon charged Tuesday that 
the Palestinians had raised new 
difficulties — such as claims 
that Israel was not allocating 
enough water to (he West Bank 
— in order to invite U.S. pres- 
sure and squeeze more conces- 
sions from Israel. 

Shaath countered that 
Sharon was trying to shift 
blame from Israel to the 
Palestinians for the prolonged 
deadlock in the negotiations. 

The Israeli offer, as portrayed 
by Sharon, would leave Israel 
still in control of 60 per cent of 
the West Bank, Shaath said. 

“He {Sharon] knows we will 
reject this and hopes that this 
would get the blame off Israel 
and on us,” he said. 

In other developments 


monitoring since December 
19% as an exception to the 
sweeping sanctions imposed 
after Baghdad’s troops invaded 
Kuwait in 1990. 

After numerous reports that 
medical conditions had deteri- 
orated and food supplies fell 
short of what the average Iraqi 
needed, the Security Council 
earlier this year raised the 
amount of oii Iraq could sell 
even- six months from S2 bil- 
lion to $5.25 billion. 

The conditions in Iraq 
brought calls from around the 
world for sanctions to be eased 
or lifted. In March. Iraq and the 
United Nations reported that 
malnutrition in children 
remained high despire 5.6 mil- 
lion tonnes of food purchased 
since 1997. 

Bui Iraq said it could not 
reach the $5.25 billion target 
because of the dilapidated stale 
of its oil industry and low oil 
prices. Instead it aimed fa 1 $4 
billion in oil revenues over the 
current six-month phase. 

On Tuesday. U.N. 


Wednesday. Israeli troops 
demolished a Palestinian home 
near the West Bank town of 
Hebron because it was built 
without a permit. 

The six-member family liv- 
ing in the heme scuffled with 
soldiers, and tw o women were 
taken to a nearby hospital with 
bruises. 

“This is terrorism, and I say it t 
in front of everyone that I will 
be die next [suicide] bomber in 
Israel because 1 have nothing 
to lose." scud the homeowner. 
Ana Jaber. 33. 

Since the sunt of the year. 
Israel has demolished 112 
homes in the West Bank and 
14 in .Arab neighbourhoods in 
occupied Arab east Jerusalem. 

Israel says it is merely 
enforcing building regulations. 
The Palestinians claim Israel is 
trying to limit population 
growth in disputed areas where 
it wants to cement its control. 

The United Stares has called 
on Israel to refrain from 
demolishing homes and 
expanding Jewish West Bunk 
settlements. 


spokesman Fred Eckhand said 
Iraq so far had generated about 
SI. 066 billion since May 30. 

According to current oil 
prices and recent production 
rales. Iraq is expected to sell 
about $3 billion by November 
25. some Si billiou below its 
own taipet but in line with oil 
industry predictions. 

A thiid of all oil revenues is 
automatically deducted by the 
United Nations for victims of 
Iraq’s 1990 occupation of 
Kuwait and U.N. costs for run- 
ning the programme. 

Iraq Names port of the short- 
fall on the Security Council's 
Sanctions Committee — par- 
ticularly the United States and 
Britain — for delaying 
approval of contracts on spare 
parts to upgrade its oil industry. 

The council on June 20 said 
Iraq could import $300 million 
in oil industry equipment but 
only seven of 4 1 proposed con- 
tracts have ban approved so 
far. 


Sudan 

declares 

‘general 

mobilisation’ 

KHARTOUM (AP) — 
Sudan’s ruling party has 
declared a “general mobilisa- 
tion" and called on Egypt to 
hand over Sudanese terrorists 
following a meeting by 
Sudanese opposition groups 
in Cairo. 

The National Congress 
announced the orobilisaiion 
“to face the challenges con- 
fronting the nation and the 
open provocations from with- 
in Egyptian territories by the 
remnants of rebellion and the 
mercenaries who... work 
against Sudan's Islamic orien- 
tation." The congress made 
the announcement in a state- 
ment Tuesday, and it was car- 
ried Wednesday in Sudanese 
newspapers. A “general 
mobilisation" calls on citizens 
to be ready to support the gov- 
ernment in event of danger. 

The starement followed a 
throe-day meeting in Cairo by 
the National Democratic 
Alliance, an umbrella group 
of Sudanese opposition par- 
ties. 

The alliance issued a state- 
ment Tuesday rejecting 
Sudan’s new constitution, 
which is based on Islamic law. 
It also vowed to keep up the 
struggle against the Khartoum 
government. 

On Wednesday. the 
Sudanese Workers Trade 
Federation issued a statement 
denouncing the convening of 
an opposition conference in 
Egypt. 

AJi Osman Mohammed 
Taha Sudan's first vice presi- 
dent. also commented on the 
Cairo meeting in a speech to 
military trainees Tuesday. 
“We are saying in your name 
to the enemies of Sudan who 
gathered in Cairo, your 
alliance win end up in ashes.” 
he said 

The National Congress 
statement said Egypt’s hosting 
of the meeting amounted to 
interference in Sudan's inter- 
nal affairs. It said Egypt 
should hand over Sudanese 
terrorists if it wanted to 

improve relations. 


Iraq oil, food programme to fall short of target 



This is a caricature drawn by Uruguayan artist Sabat of U.S. President Bill Clinton 
which appeared on the front page of die r Buenqs f Aires daily Clarin, Argentina's 
largest daily newspaper, Tuesday. The U S.' president addressed the nation Monday- 
evening after a grand jury hearing investigating the Monica Lewinsky case GAP 
photo) 


Palestinians despair of 
Lewinsky’s sway over peace 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Since she first 
splashed onto the world’s 
television screens seven 
months ago, Monica 
Lewinsky has wielded a 
curious sway over the 
course of Middle East 
peacemaking. 

It was at Yasser Arafat’s 
Oval Office news confer- 
ence with President Clinton, 
back on Jan. 22. that the 
U.S. president first fielded 
questions about his relation- 
ship with the former White 
House intern. 

Palestinians had hoped 
Clinton would use the 
opportunity to castigate 
Israel for failing to break a 
deadlock in the peace talks 
and agree to a double-digit 
troop pullback from the 
West Bank. 

Jnsread, with Arafat 
watching bemusedly from 
his side as reporters pep- 
pered Clinton with ques- 
tions about whether he had 
had sex with the 24-year-old 
Lewinsky. 


Seven months later, 
Clinton's admission that he 
had a relationship with 
Lewinsky that was “not 
appropriate” has left the 
Palestinians despairing that 
he will ever return to a posi- 
tion of enough strength to 
pressure Israel to make con - 
cessions. 

"Since this story surfaced, 
the American administration 
has been paralysed, unable 
to react to Israeli intransi- 
gence.” the Al Quds news- 
paper lamented Wednesday. 

The paper’s editorial car- 
toon showed a grinning 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu think- 
ing "Inappropriate 

Behaviour!" as Clinton tries 
to put pressure on him. 

Palestinian legislator Ziad 
Abu Amr said Clinton's new 
admissions mean that 
“Neither he nor his adminis- 
tration can influence the 
Israelis,” 

“This means a weakening 
of the already almost-absent 
American role, and an 


increase in Israeli intransi- 
gence,” Abu Amr told the 
Voice of Palestine radio sta- 
tion Wednesday. “We 
should not expect any active 
American role in the peace 
process.” Hanan Ashrawi. a 
prominent Palestinian politi- 
cal figure, said die 
Palestinians have been 
“paying the price of a 
besieged administration 
incapable of taking bold 
positions in the peace 
process.” ‘The peace 
process has been paying the 
price of a shaken president 
and the diversion of atten- 
tion.” she said Tuesday. 

Palestinian officials, how- 
ever. gave no credence to 
rumours — wildly popular 
on the Palestinian street — 
that Lewinsky, who is 
Jewish, was an Israeli agent 
sent to weaken Clinton. 

Yasser Arafat, asked 
Tuesday if Clinton’s admis- 
sion would impede 
American efforts to advance 
the peace process, said only: 
“We hope not." 


U.S. kept Israel in dark 
over recent Iran missile test’ 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
United States knew in 
advance that Iran was going 
to test a new missile last 
month but withheld the 
intelligence from Israel for 
fear the Israeli army might 
try to disrupt the launch, the 
Haaretz newspaper reported 
Wednesday. 

The article, which quoted 
a “reliable intelligence 
source" in Israel, contra- 
dicted earlier reports that 
both Israel and the United 
States were caught by sur- 
prise when Iran test-fired its 
new medium-range missile 
July 22. 

The intelligence source 
said it was now clear 
Washington had prior 
knowledge of Iranian 
preparations to test the 


ShihabO. a missile report- 
edly developed with 
Russian technology and 
which is capable of reach- 
ing Israel. 

“The Americans declined 
to let Israel in on the secret 
for fear the Israeli military 
would try to disrupt the 
Iranian launch.” Haaretz 
quoted its source as saying. 

It suggested the U.S. deci- 
sion was also a result of the 
loss of trust over the past 
year between the U.S. 
administration and the gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu due 
to the deadlock in the peace 
process. 

According to U.S. and 
Israeli experts, the ShihabO 
has a range of 1.300 kilo- 
metres. capable of reaching 


Israel. Turkey and Saudi 
Arabia with conventional or 
non-convemional warheads. 

Israel has charged that 
Russian experts have pro- 
vided Iran with the technol- 
ogy necessary to develop 
the missile despite denials 
from Moscow. 

The chief of Israeli army 
intelligence. General Amos 
Malka. told a parliamentary 
panel Tuesday that the 
Shihab-3 would be opera- 
tional by the end of logo 
according to press repons of 
his testimony. 

Haaretz quoted intelli- 
gence officials as saying 
they expected Iran to carry 
out a second test of the mis- 
sile in the coming months. 



Welcome to 
the Internet 


LONDON iR) — Princes 
Diana is alive. No, she was 
murdered by British secret 
agents or the devil or German 
neo-Nazis or arms dealers. 
Welcome to the Internet, where 
thousands of conspracy web- 
sires are awash with wild theo- 
ries purporting to explain (be 
death — or escape — of 
Britain's Queen erf Hearts after 
a high-speed car crash in Pads 
last August 31. A year after her 
death, Diana has met the same 
fete as Elvis Presley, the king of 
rock and roll Some fans amply 
cannot accept that a star which 
shone so brightly was sniffed 
out in the prime of life. Like 
Elvis, Diana must still be alive, 
they insist. 

Farrah Fawcett’s 
exboyfriend guilty 
of beating on her 

SANTA MONICA (R) — 
Actress Farrah Fawcett’s ex- 
boyfriend was found guilty of 
having beaten ho- head against 
the ground but was cleared of a 
second alleged assault 
ftxxiucer-direetor James Or 
feces up to a year in jail and a 
$6,000 fine after a jury convict- 
ed him on the misdemeanour 
charge. The jury in Los Angeles 
Superior Court began delibera- 
tions late Monday and reached 
die verdicts just after lunch 
Tuesday. 

TV presenter 
turned woman 
causes stir on 
political scene 

LIMA (R) — A clairvoyant 
turned TV presenter turned 
woman has upset the Latin 
country's traditionally macho 
image and caused a stir on the 
political scene by becoming the 
first transsexual to run for local 
office. Fulvia Celica. who 
changed sex to a woman and 
who predicts Peruvians’ futures 
on a local television show, told 
Reuters that she had registered 
as mayoral candidate in the 
middle class district of Jesus 
Maria for Lima's October 
municipal elections. 

‘Look for 
another singing 
Taylor out there 
on the road* 

UNIVERSAL CITY (AP) — 
Look for another singing Taylor 
out there on the road. Sally 
Taylor, the only daughter of 
James Taylor and Cariy Simon, 
played guitar and sang a solo as 
her father strummed along dur- 
ing his show Monday rtigbt at 
Universal Amphitheatre m 
southern California. “Sally's 
got a record coining out soon, 
so find it and buy it tf you can,” 
proud papa Taylor advised the 
crowd. 

Musician and 
producer ‘Jean’ 
denies pulling a 
gun on editor 

NEW YORK (AP) - 
Musician and producer Wyckf 
Jean denies he pulled a gun on a 
magazine editor. Jeai said Jesse- 
Washington, editor of the nc* 
music magazine Blaze, con- 
cocted the stray. “Personally. I 
feel like this is so be can do pub- 
licity to sell the new magazine," 
Jean said Friday night on MTV. 
“Wycfef Jean puffs no gnn. 
Wyclcf Jean plays guitar And 1 
have love for my family- add I 
have respect for the mafia-” 

Police look for a 
missing 9-metre 
high beer can 

GRANDE PRAIRIE (AP) "7 
Will the Mounties get 
Molson? The Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police arc trying to 
find a missing 9-metre high 
beer can. The dqjhart-sia^ 
inflatable balloon owned 1? 
Molson Breweries tfrsappea® 
from a baseball park in ds* 
northern Alberta city foOowfoP 
a tournament last weekend- . j 
Information leading to & 
return of the balloon w* * 
Molson Canadian logo 
be rewarded 
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